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Background 

Scott Wilson, through all its various name changes, published the following in-house magazines and 

newsletters containing, among other things and in varying degrees over the years, news and 

information about people, projects, events, corporate issues, births, marriages and deaths:- 

Pontifact 1-36 [Christmas 1960-Summer 1977] [printed] 

SWKP / SWK Today 1-54 [Nov 1972-Oct 1995] [printed] 

SWK News / ScottLight 1-476 [July 1995-Dec 2004] [printed] 

Exchange [July 2004-Spring 2010] [printed]  

Communiqué [June 2005-Dec 2005] [electronic] [Scotland & Ireland] 

Benchmark 1-6 [Dec 2006-July 2009] [electronic] [Scotland & Ireland] 

Interchange 1-251 [Jan 2005-Dec 2009] [electronic] 

SW1 1-19 [Dec 2009-Sept 2010] [electronic] [Global] 

 

Interchange 

Articles from Interchange [Jan 2005-Dec 2009] relevant to the history of Scott Wilson in Scotland are 

recorded below. These form a history of the events that staff or management chose to submit for 

publication and are not, therefore, a complete history of events but, rather, snippets of information that 

provide a flavour of events at the time and give clues as to what might be found elsewhere in papers, 

job description sheets and other records. 

Significant or notable projects, people and events are highlighted as follows for ease of reference:- 

Projects/Disciplines           People          Issue/Date         Actions 

Interchange Editions 1 [Jan 2005] to 40 [14 Oct 2005] are missing. 

Relevant articles from Interchange Editions 41 [21 Oct 2005] to 251 [Dec 2009] are included below. 

Scans of the entire known collection of Scott Wilson Newsletters, including Interchanges 41-251, are 

included for interest and reference in Doc 15 Appendix 3. 

JP McCafferty [Find Issues 1-40; Fix Pics P 16, 21; Fix P 68 150 Header 2] 
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Interchange 41 [21.10.2005] 

 

The Environment section in Edinburgh is delighted to welcome Nicholas Whitelaw, who joins an 

expanding team as an Assistant Planner. Nicholas has recently moved back to Scotland after 

spending 14 months working for an environmental consultancy in Colchester.  Since graduating from 

university, Nicholas has gained a range of experience within environmental planning, with particular 

emphasis on Environmental Impact Assessment, Strategic Environmental Assessment, and the 

statutory planning process. 

The arrival of Nicholas will boost the planning capability in the Edinburgh office to four, including three 

Chartered Planners. For more information regarding planning capability in Scotland and the North 

East of England, please contact Nigel Hackett in the Edinburgh office. 

Interchange 42 [28.10.2005] 

S W Renewable Energy at British Wind Energy Association [Wright; Morrison] 

 

Scott Wilson was again represented at the annual British Wind Energy Association Exhibition and 

Conference, held last week in Cardiff.  The Renewable Energy team from Edinburgh, assisted by 

Laura Johnson from the Basingstoke Marketing department, put together a stand that displayed 

recent showcase projects, and provided a focus for discussions with many of the key players in the 
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Wind Energy business in the UK. Ewen Morrison and David Wright from Edinburgh, assisted by 

Gareth Clarke of the Bristol office, represented Scott Wilson at the Exhibition. 

Over 800 delegates attended the event which spanned three days, and over 70 companies exhibited 

at the event. The exhibition presented an excellent opportunity to meet some of our existing clients 

and to demonstrate to potential clients and partners the breadth of Scott Wilson's experience in this 

field.  Useful contacts were made with a number of wind energy development companies, and we 

expect some of these to bear fruit in upcoming Invitations to Tender.  At the conference it was 

announced that 2005 has been a record year for the UK wind industry.  Around 19 new wind farms 

totalling 500 megawatts (MW) will be commissioned by the end of this year, including the largest 

offshore wind farm so far built in UK waters at Kentish Flats. Over 1000 MW of wind energy 

generating capacity is now installed in the UK. Scott Wilson is involved in over 50 current projects in 

the UK and overseas. Contact David Wright, Edinburgh 

Interchange 43 [4.11.2005] 

Jobs: Civil Engineer-Renewable Energy; Senior Civil/Water Engineer-Edinburgh.                                                                                           

Contact Susie Edward, Glasgow. 

Interchange 44 [11.11.2005] 

 

Welcome to Alison Daugherty who joins Newcastle Office as Environmental Specialist. 

Alison has experience with AMEC as Environmental Adviser, looking at all the environmental aspects 

of their construction processes and was recently involved in their wind farm development business in 

Hexham, where she was involved in the Environmental Impact Assessment and design of wind farms, 

and the preparation of Environmental Statements for the associated planning applications.  Two years 

ago she became Project Manager for two large wind farms in Scotland. 

Interchange 46 [25.11.2005] 

Change of operating company name SWKCL to SWL 

As part of the move towards Group-wide continuity of name the Main Board recently decided to 

change the name of Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick & Co Ltd to Scott Wilson Ltd.  Since then action has 

been taken to identify, amend and where possible have ready all the templates, certificates and other 

documents that will need to be changed. That work is almost complete and it is expected that the 

formal application to Companies House to effect the change will be lodged in the next two weeks.      

A further announcement will be made as soon as Companies House confirms the change of name. It 

is important to note, however, that this is only a change of company name; it is not a change of legal 

entity. Contact Geoff Redwood, Company Secretary. 
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Edinburgh welcomes new members to the Environment Team [Walters; Singleton] 

Andrew Walters is our new Principal Development Planner. He has considerable experience in both 

development planning and environmental assessment. He will play a key role in the project 

management of development and environmental projects. Andrew also has an active and growing 

interest in the law having recently completed a law degree and is extending his range of expertise into 

areas of environmental law, due diligence and development appraisal. He has also acted as an expert 

witness at public inquiry. 

Reuben Singleton is our new Principal Ecologist. He has joined us from Scottish Natural Heritage and 

has extensive practical experience of ecological survey techniques including Phase 1 habitat survey, 

National Vegetation Classification, bird and butterfly surveys. He has also advised on the 

management of a range of protected species including badger, otter, bats, great crested newts, and 

raptors. Reuben's interest in natural heritage issues extends in a voluntary capacity where he is an 

office bearer for community woodland, a local path network and a Director of Borders Forest Trust. 

Interchange 48 [9.12.2005] 

Vacancies in Dublin [Malone O’Regan and TJ O’Connor JVs] [Briggs] 

Scotland & Ireland Division has recently taken over responsibility for our business in Ireland, where 

Scott Wilson has had a presence for many years. We are currently involved in joint ventures with 

Malone O'Regan (roads) and T J O'Connor (building structures), which we are looking to continue and 

develop. We also seek to provide support to other Divisions working in Ireland and are aiming to 

expand our business to include other sectors. 

We are looking for staff of all grades to join our growing team, so if you would like to join us in Dublin 

or on site please forward a copy of your CV, together with details of your SW Grade/Salary and any 

additional information to support your application to Susie Edward, Glasgow. 

If you would like to discuss the opportunities available please contact Susan Briggs, Newcastle. 

Interchange 50 [23.12.2005] 

Pensions Road Shows [Glasgow] 

To all members of the Scott Wilson Final Salary Pension Scheme: As you know from Geoff French’s 

video presentation following the Annual General Meeting, discussions on the future for the Scott 

Wilson Final Salary Pension Scheme have been initiated with the Trustees of the scheme. A series of 

proposals have now been agreed in principle and will be communicated directly with members early in 

January. These reforms do represent significant changes to the scheme but do retain the final salary 

scheme for future service. 

In support of the process, a Pensions Road Show has been arranged in Glasgow – Wednesday 18th 

January 2006 All day. 

Please note the date in your diary, more detailed information on the venues and other supporting 

communication material will be sent out in early January to members’ home addresses. 

Contact Georgina Corbett, Director of Human Resources. 

Interchange 51 [6.01.2006] 

Dublin Light Rail (Luas) – New light rail line to Citywest [SW/TJO’C JV] 

Scott Wilson, together with TJ O’Connor & Associates, has been appointed by Davy Hickey 

Properties to develop the preliminary design for a new £40 million light rail line to Citywest – Luas 

Line A1.  In addition to track alignment design by Scott Wilson Railways and infrastructure design by 
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UK South Division, Scott Wilson will be undertaking a comprehensive Transport Assessment to 

support the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Change of operating company name SWKCL to SWL 

Following the notice in issue 46 of Interchange, Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick & Co Ltd's name was 

changed to Scott Wilson Ltd on 22nd December 2005. 

Amended templates for letterheads, invoices and fax headers have been loaded on Unite and all old 

versions have been removed. Similarly certificates and various statements that make reference to the 

company name that are available on Unite have been updated. Email disclaimers have also been 

amended. Please ensure that any old templates or versions of certificates etc that you hold on your 

own computer are no longer used and amend any references to the company name used in personal 

email signatures. 

A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation on Change of Name issued by the Registrar of Companies 

has been placed on Unite (SWIMS Level 3/Group Secretariat/Group Companies) together with a 

covering letter that can be used as necessary explaining that this is only a change of name and not a 

change of legal entity. 

In this regard, it should be noted that the change has no impact on contractual relationships, including 

conditions of employment.  Contact Geoff Redwood, Basingstoke. 

Dublin Light Rail (Luas) – New light rail line to Citywest [SW/TJO’C JV] [Fix Pic] 

Scott Wilson, together with TJ O’Connor & Associates, has been appointed by Davy Hickey 

Properties to develop the preliminary design for a new £40 million light rail line to Citywest – Luas 

Line A1. 

               

The new line is to be a double standard gauge track approximately 3.2km in length and will be 

connected to the existing Luas Red Line at Cookstown. The new line will run entirely at grade and 

follow a green field reservation adjacent to the communities of Cairnwood, Belgard Green, Fettercairn 

(proposed stop) and Kilmartin. It will then cross the proposed Outer Ring Road (linking the N7 and the 

N81) arriving at the proposed stop at Cheeverstown, where there will also be a park and ride facility. 

From here the line will run adjacent to the communities of Brookview and Ardmore and enter the 

developing National Digital Park (proposed stop). The new line will then cross the N82 and terminate 

at Fortunestown Lane (proposed stop), which is adjacent to a new retail centre currently under 

construction. 

The Dublin Transportation Office published ‘A Platform for Change’ in 2000, which outlined an 

integrated transportation strategy for the Greater Dublin area. One of the recommendations of this 

report was the provision of a spur to the proposed Orbital Metro. This spur known as Metro West is 
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planned within the wider context of a number of proposed developments within the Citywest area. The 

new light rail line to Citywest is being designed with passive provision for future Metro operation. 

Scott Wilson will be working closely with the Railway Procurement Agency, who will sponsor the 

submission for a Light Rail Order, the Dublin Transportation Office, South Dublin County Council and 

other local stakeholders and consultants. In addition to track alignment design by Scott Wilson 

Railways and infrastructure design by UK South Division, Scott Wilson will be undertaking a 

comprehensive Transport Assessment to support the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

The submission for the Light Rail Order is planned for June 2006 and it is anticipated that construction 

will commence in spring 2007. Scott Wilson will continue its involvement by undertaking detailed 

design for the successful contractor.  Contact Mark Lewis, Basingstoke. 

Interchange 53 [20.01.2006] 

Traffic Engineers and Transport Consultants required – Glasgow [Bissland]                                                          

If you are interested in any of these positions please contact Russell Bissland, Glasgow. 

Interchange 56 [10.02.2006] 

IPO (Flotation) Update: from Geoff French, Group Chairman 

I am very pleased to be able to report that we remain firmly on course for IPO in early March this year. 

The recent, overwhelming, acceptance of the changes to the Pension Schemes by 99% of the 

members means that the IPO can proceed with significant funds being injected into the Pension 

Schemes thus helping to secure their future. There is now just the small matter of convincing 

prospective investors that we offer an opportunity that they shouldn’t miss. 

It remains our intention to raise as much money as possible from the IPO consistent with maintaining 

a sensible share price and retaining a significant proportion of the shares with the current 

shareholders. 

Press articles, such as the one that appeared in the Sunday Times on 5 February 2005, are designed 

to improve our chances of achieving our desired result. We won’t know how successful this process 

has been until Hugh, Ron, Stephen and I have made more than 40 separate presentations to 

prospective investors over a two week period starting on 15 February 2006. 

We have been finalising the arrangements for the all employee share offer and more details on this 

will follow next week. 

 

Three Non-Executive Directors Appointed [P Allen; S Doughty; J Newman] 

 

Pelham Allen 

 

Many of you will already know Pelham. He has been an adviser to us since 1999 and a Non-

Executive Director since 2002. He works as an independent consultant helping organisations with 
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strategic and management issues,. His previous positions include Chairman and Chief Executive of 

Campari International plc. 

 

 

Stuart Doughty 

 

Chief Executive of Costain plc between 2001 and 2005 where he was responsible for implementing a 

new strategy to re-establish the group as a major international player in the construction sector, Stuart 

is hugely experienced in both construction and engineering, having previously been Chairman of 

Kennedy Construction, Chief Executive of Hyder Consulting and having held senior positions in Alfred 

McAlpine, Tarmac and John Laing. 

James Newman 

 

Previously Group Finance Director and then Deputy Chief Executive of Kelda Group plc, the FTSE 

100 Holding Company for Yorkshire Water and Director and later Chairman of the Waste Recycling 

Group, James is currently a Non-Executive Director of Yorkshire and Humberside Partnership 

Investment Limited, Richmond Foods plc, Straight plc and Dignity plc. James is also a Governor of 

Sheffield Hallam University. 

Peter Bertram, who as some of you know was to have been a Non-Executive Director, has had to 

withdraw because of issues associated with the other companies with which he is involved. 

Contact Geoff French, Group Chairman 

Interchange 59 [3.03.2006] 

Flotation Press Releases 

Progress on the flotation continues with the Main Board’s gruelling schedule of 56 presentations to 76 

institutional investors over a 10 day period. In between these sessions, Geoff French and others have 

been giving interviews to a wide variety of national press and trade publications. 

There have been a number of issued raised by the resulting articles that have been published and 

you have already seen the material that has been made available to all the editors, which is still 

available on Unite. As with all press articles, editors and journalists select what they want to print to fit 

the particular emphasis they want to portray to their readers and this may not always reflect the 

complete or accurate picture of the situation. However, this is inevitable and we urge you to consider 

these articles in this context.  
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We have reached a critical stage in the flotation process, the presentations to institutional investors 

have gone well and we expect that that our share price on flotation will be higher than we originally 

anticipated at £1.58 and we are still on schedule for formal listing on or around 15 March. Frantic work 

continues in the background to ensure that the necessary frameworks and processes are in place to 

meet this deadline, including the finalisation of the All Employee Share Option Scheme and the UK 

Sharesave Programme. An article outlining the key elements of these programmes will be published 

later next week in Exchange, with more detailed communication to follow. 

Many of you have been asking how you can buy shares in Scott Wilson post flotation. We are 

currently finalising an Employee Dealing Facility via our brokers. It is anticipated that this service will 

be available at the end of next week, based on zero commission for transactions up until the end of 

April. Details of this service and how to access it will be available on Unite towards the end of next 

week.  Contact Georgina Corbett, Group HR Director. 

Alan Campbell promoted: Another Scottish Director!  J Munro-Lafon, CEO [SWL-S] 

 

I am pleased to announce that Alan Campbell has been promoted to become a Level 5 Director of 

Scott Wilson from January 2006. 

Alan has been part of the Airports Team in Basingstoke for the last 5 years. 

Alan has a great understanding of the airports and airfield sector with experience in the commercial 

and military sides of the business. His career includes employment with Strathclyde Regional Council, 

Travers Morgan, Orkney Islands Council, Symonds, Babtie and a previous spell with SW in Glasgow 

in the early 90s. Using his experience on MOD projects he has developed significant skills in contract 

development and project management. 

He has been involved in a diverse range of projects from secondment into BAA and dispute resolution 

in various locations to the renovation of Kabul International Airport (the tee-shirt saying he survived is 

worn proudly). 

Alan’s role going forward will be to direct and manage the Airports Group and grow the airports 

business including the liaison with the Regional Offices around the world where skill bases are 

developed. As ever, he will also continue to assist in the campaign to protect Scott Wilson’s 

Professional Indemnity Insurance. 

As current holder of the ‘The Measor’, Alan keeps up the proud tradition of Airport Directors’ golf 

playing prowess, almost a requirement down the years. 

Alan says “I am really looking forward to the challenge of keeping SW at the forefront of the Airport 

sector. The Airports business has always been a major part of our business and we have a portfolio of 

work stretching back to the early days of Scott Wilson and the early days of Airport Development. 

Over the past few years the air travel business has been buoyant with more people travelling by air as 

it becomes more affordable. Access to travel by air is also increasing to more parts of the world as the 
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economic climate in major population centres increases. The growth of our business is an exciting 

prospect”. With Alan in the pilot’s seat we are looking forward to reaching even greater heights. 

 

 

Interchange 61 [17.03.2006] 

Scott Wilson Share Dealings Commence 

At 8am on Wednesday 15 March share dealings commenced for Scott Wilson Group plc. This 

landmark event was celebrated at a ceremony at the London Stock Exchange that morning and at 

functions across the Group. 

The start of share trading marked the end of a very long process that began some three years ago. 

Many people have contributed to the very considerable effort that has been required and my thanks 

and congratulations to them all. 

Most importantly, this flotation represents a very exciting time in the continuing development of Scott 

Wilson. We believe that the flotation significantly strengthens Scott Wilson’s balance sheet, thereby 

financing organic growth and facilitating further selective acquisitions. We expect it will enable Scott 

Wilson to accelerate its growth and thereby sustain or improve its position amongst its peers. 

I look forward to working with all of you in taking Scott Wilson into an exciting future. 

Geoff French, Group Chairman. 

Interchange 62 [24.03 2006] 

SWS&I: New PAs for Ronnie Hunter and Alan Frew [Taylor; Watson] 

Scott Wilson Scotland & Ireland are pleased to announce the introduction of an exciting new regime in 

the Glasgow office administration department. 

            

Moyra Taylor and Pamela Watson recently commenced employment with us and have assumed the 

following roles: Moyra (on the left) will be PA/Senior Secretary to Ronnie Hunter, CEO and Pamela 

(on the right) will be PA/Secretary to Alan Frew, Director. Both will also provide support to our 

Engineering teams in the Glasgow office.                                                                                                                    

We would like to welcome them into the office and wish them all the best in their new roles. 

Jobs in SWS&I: 

 Chartered/Senior Project Manager; Structural Engineer; Chartered Maritime Engineer; Senior 

Maritime Engineer; Civil Engineer - Renewable Energy; Senior Civil/Water Engineer – [Edinburgh] 

Traffic Engineer & Transportation Consultant; Bridge Engineer – [Glasgow]                                                                        

Highway Engineer; Infrastructure Engineer – [Glasgow/Dublin].                                                                                     

If you are interested in any of the above positions, contact Susie Edward, Glasgow. 
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Interchange 67 [28.04.2006] 

Scotland & Ireland Division Public Holidays 2006 [Hunter] 

Offices will be closed for the following Public Holidays in 2006-07: 

 

 

A decision will be taken later in the year concerning the traditional closure between Christmas and 

New Year, but it is likely that the offices will be closed on 27, 28, and 29 December 2006 and staff 

should reserve leave for three days. 

Any local regional variations for trade holidays will be agreed with the relevant Director. 

Contact: Ronnie Hunter, Divisional CEO, Scotland & Ireland. 

WCML Harthope Viaduct successfully installed during Easter blockade [Fix Pic] 

 

 

The first train travelled over the new Harthope Viaduct at 5.55am on 19th April 2006 following a 

successful installation during a 5-day Easter blockade of the West Coast Main Line between Gretna 

and Carstairs. 

It is just under two years since Scott Wilson Railways commenced a feasibility study to look at the 

options for strengthening or renewing the 103m long, six-span wrought iron viaduct, which dated back 

to 1876. Over 20 options were considered covering a range of structure types, articulation and online 

or offline alignments. As a result SWR was commissioned to provide a multi-disciplinary detailed 

design for the preferred option of a new two-span online structure. With a blockade already booked 

for Easter 2006, timescales were tight and the tender process for the implementation contract ran 
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concurrently with the design. First stage tenders were priced on the outline design, with the final 

submission based on the detailed design. 

Skanska commenced construction in late August 2005, building the new substructure below the 

existing viaduct and the new superstructure built alongside. SWR acted as Technical Advisor to 

Network Rail, who retained the role of Engineer. During the blockade the track and OLE was removed 

and the existing viaduct demolished. The new 3000 tonne viaduct was then slid and fixed into place 

before the track and OLE was re-connected. The possession was given up just 50 minutes before the 

planned end. 

The Scott Wilson project team was made up from several offices: 

SWR Glasgow- Project Management, Structures, Permanent Way, Survey & Signalling                                            

SWR York- Structures                                                                                                                                     

SWR Swindon- OLE                                                                                                                                             

SWR Crewe- Telecoms 

SWSL Glasgow- Geotechnics & Highways                                                                                                       

SWSL Edinburgh- Environment 

Harthope Viaduct is one of the final pieces in the West Coast Scotland jigsaw. SWR has worked as 

Network Rail’s Multi-Functional Consultant on West Coast Scotland for the last three years with 

commissions totalling almost £12m, featuring several projects such as Harthope that demonstrate 

Scott Wilson’s large scale multi-discipline design capabilities.                                                                            

Contact Douglas Williamson, Project Manager, SWR Glasgow. 

Interchange 68 [5.05.2006] 

Edinburgh Airport Rail Link 

 

On Friday 28th April 2006 Keith Wallace had the pleasure of signing the Contract for Technical 

Support and Design Services Consultant Technical Services Supplier to tie Ltd Edinburgh Airport Rail 

Link. Scott Wilson’s role will be to take forward the parliamentary designs to GRIP level 4; prepare 

contracts; and supervise the works on behalf of the Client, thereby completing what commenced with 

our conceptual study of 1999. 

The win was secured despite stiff competition from all of our main competitors, and extends Scott 

Wilson's future on this prestigious project, the biggest in Scotland. This success, in conjunction with 

Crossrail, represents a significant step forward for our business, adding to our already large order 

book and bringing with it far greater certainty for the foreseeable future. The project will help cement 
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our position as market leader in multi-disciplinary technical support to Heavy Rail Bills. Valued at 

between c£18m over a five year period, the project beats Crossrail as the largest rail project which 

SWR have won at the outset. 

This success is the result of a great team effort, so thanks go to all those who rose to the challenge. 

Delivering it will also present us with a challenge. However around half of the work is planned for 

delivery through our partners, SW (Scotland & Ireland), Halcrow, Turner & Townsend, Aedas, and 

Donaldson, who are novated to Scott Wilson as Geotechnical Consultant. 

The project is due to start immediately, however the first three months will see a gradual build up, with 

full resourcing planned for around three months time. This will give us time to consider resourcing 

plans and sits well with the gradual slow down of WCRM Scotland around the same time. 

Scott Wilson is delighted to welcome Malcolm Peart who joins us as Project Director. Malcolm has 

considerable worldwide experience in Airports and Railway Tunnelling, including being Project 

Manager on the Changi Airport Rail Link for five years.  Contact Joanna Smith, SWR - Glasgow. 

Interchange 69 [12.05.2006] 

Welcome to Jamie Laing who joined Newcastle Office 2 May as a Graduate Engineer. 

 

Jamie studied Structural Engineering & Construction Management in Newcastle University and last 

year worked for K. F. Shadbolt & Partners as a structural engineer. Her previous experience is mainly 

in the structural design of commercial and residential buildings. 

Interchange 70 [19.05.2006]  

M8 White Cart Viaduct Upgrade at Glasgow Airport completed [Hackney; Murphy] 

A £3.8 million project to replace the parapets and lighting columns on the 800 metres long White Cart 

Viaduct has just been completed on schedule. 

The high-level, steel, box girder bridge was built in 1968, and now carries over 80,000 vehicles daily. 

SWSL assessed the bridge in 1997 and identified a number of essential strengthening and 

refurbishment works required. This project is the first phase of four phases of work planned for the 

bridge; phase three being a £20 million contract to strengthen the box girders, currently being 

designed by SWSL. 

Working for Trunk Road Maintenance Contractor, Amey Infrastructure Services, the project was 

planned and designed by the structures team in Glasgow, led by Willie Murphy, and comprised the 

installation of 1800 metres of high-containment barrier and new lighting columns. 

Despite the inevitable disruption to the road users and Glasgow airport, the work was urgently 

required, as the area beneath and adjacent to the viaduct has been heavily developed in recent years 
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to include parking, hotels, and a petrol station, and furthermore the existing columns in the central 

reserve were corroding and vulnerable to collision. 

After an extensive study of the options for improving the vehicle containment SWSL recommended 

the Sistema barrier, a non-rigid form of steel barrier designed and developed in Italy, used for the first 

time in Scotland. The barrier is designed to act as a “heavy chain” to absorb the energy of an impact 

from vehicles without transferring unacceptably high forces to the existing structure, thus making it 

ideal for installation on existing bridges. In order to accommodate the barrier’s working width, the 

existing verges had to be reconstructed, and localised deck slab strengthening designed. For access 

to the new lighting columns, supported on the existing deck copes, and the existing drainage sumps, 

Sistema proposed special 1 metre long draw-out units, which incorporate wheels. 

 

Construction on this lane occupation contract, with onerous penalties for delays, started in early 

March and after 12 weeks of almost round –the-clock work by main contractor, MacKenzie, the 

project was successfully completed last week. Hamish Bennett, assisted by Ally Bain, ably undertook 

site supervision of the contractor. 

Meticulous attention to “constructability” issues by SWSL during the design stage meant that the 

successful contractor was able to programme and price the work accurately, resulting in no redesign 

and no delays due to design matters during construction. 

Finally, a major contributor to the project’s success was the comprehensive consultation exercise 

undertaken with all the local businesses and affected parties throughout the design and construction 

stages. A press conference was arranged by AIS and adverts and flyers were used to inform the 

travelling public. Congratulations to all concerned – bring on phases 2, 3 and 4! 

Contact Mike Hackney, Technical Director, Glasgow. 



Doc 12.56: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 11: The Interchange Years 2005-2009                                                      
JP McCafferty 

25 
 

 

 

 

SW Scotland & Ireland Annual Ceilidh: Friday 28 April 2006 St Andrews Square, Glasgow. 

 

Over 180 employees & partners from the Glasgow, Edinburgh, Inverness, Newcastle, Dublin and 

Belfast Offices attended the event, including Geoff French (Group Chairman) and Jerome Munro-

Lafon (CEO of UK-S). The night was a great success with a talented local Ceilidh band providing the 

music and all those in attendance providing a cordial atmosphere mixed with energetic dancing. 

A buffet with copious amounts of delicious food and a free bar helped to make it a night to remember, 

or maybe not for those who took full advantage of the bar! 

Thank you to Harlene O’Neill and Donald McMurray who organised the event and to everyone who 

attended and helped round the year off in style. We hope to see you all again. 

Interchange 71 [26.05.2006]  

M9 Spur Extension/A90 Upgrading Project Edinburgh Commences [MacLean] 

On Wednesday 17 May 2006, members of Scott Wilson’s M9 Spur Extension/A90 Upgrading project 

team were invited to attend a sod cutting ceremony marking the start of construction of the main 

works. Following a short reception, which included speeches from Ms Margaret Smith (MSP 

Edinburgh West) and Mr Neil MacLeod (Regional Director of Morrison Construction Services Ltd), the 

first sod was cut by Mr Donald Anderson (Leader of the City of Edinburgh Council) and Mr Lawrence 

Marshall (Convener of Forth Estuary Transport Authority). 
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Scott Wilson were appointed as consultant to the City of Edinburgh Council in October 2003 to 

develop the scheme, which comprises a 3km dual 2-lane Motorway extension to the M9 Spur and a 

1.5km widening of the A90 to dual 3-lane. The improvements will remove strategic traffic from the 

A8000, which is the main route from the Forth Road Bridge to the central Scotland motorway network, 

Edinburgh City Bypass and Edinburgh Airport and provide the “missing link” in Scotland’s strategic 

road network. 

 

 

During the development of the design, the team advised that consolidation of the extensive oil shale 

mine works beneath the proposed Scotstoun Interchange be carried out in advance of the main 

roadworks, and this £7M contract was awarded to Forkers Ltd in June 2005. The consolidation works 

comprised 98,500m of perimeter and infill drilling and 29,100 tonnes of grout over an area of 

30,000m2. Drilling and grouting works were successfully completed on programme at the beginning of 

May 2006 and works to the outcrop area are due to be completed in June 2006. 

The main roadworks scheme was tendered as a Design & Build in June 2005 and the £28M contract 

was awarded to Morrison Construction Ltd in May 2006. The ceremony marked the start of a 74-week 

construction programme, which will see works completed in autumn 2007. Scott Wilson’s appointment 

will continue throughout the construction stage and the 5-year maintenance period. 

Thanks and congratulations to staff members from the Glasgow, Edinburgh, Newcastle, Nottingham 

and Matlock offices who have contributed to the success of the project to-date and we look forward to 

our continuing association during the construction process and beyond.  

Contact Michael MacLean, Glasgow Office 

Interchange 74 [16.06.2006] 

Bridges Discipline Development Group [Hackney; Baker] 

The Bridges Discipline Development Group recently convened at the site of the Trent Valley section 

of the West Coast Route Modernisation Project in Staffordshire. 

Mike Hackney was elected Chairman, taking over from Said El-Belbol who had ably steered the 

business of the Group for the previous two years. Delegates from Chesterfield, Glasgow, Swindon, 

Basingstoke, Matlock, Newcastle and Birmingham attended. The West Coast project involves 

upgrading a 12-mile stretch of the route by adding two additional tracks to increase capacity. The 

consequential changes to the existing infrastructure are immense, requiring some 40 new or 

reconstructed bridges, 2 km of retaining walls, soil nailing, earthworks, highways and drainage. 
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Following the formal business of the meeting, the Group visited several of these bridges now under 

construction. River Tame Viaduct, the first of a pair of identical bridges, was recently opened to rail 

traffic. It is one of the first bridges to have been designed to new Network Rail guidelines to control 

the dynamic response of bridges subject to high speed operation. 

 

The reconstruction of Gungate Bridge, a heavily trafficked highway bridge crossing the railway in the 

centre of Tamworth, is also well advanced, with the completion of the first of a 3-stage operation to 

replace two adjacent existing structures in an extremely confined site. Our thanks go to Martyn Veal 

for organising our visit and to Mohammed Abid for his presentation of the scheme.   

Contact Alan Baker, Associate. 

 Welcome to Norhayati Yahya who has joined the Newcastle office. 

 

Yati has 6 years experience in transportation and urban planning, environment, traffic impact 

assessment, traffic modelling and road safety. She has 3 years teaching experience in Malaysia 

University Technology MARA where she was a lecturer in the Faculty of Architecture, Surveying and 

Planning. 

Interchange 75 [23.06.2006] 

SWSL Building Structures Launched [Napier; Hackney; Williams; Withers; Ferns; Parthadi] 

After several months of hard work, Scott Wilson Scotland and Ireland are very pleased to announce 

the formation of a dedicated Building Structures unit based in the Glasgow office. Associate, Nigel 

Williams, recently joined from TPS, leads the unit. 

Nigel will be ably assisted by Willie Withers, a very experienced Structural Engineer, whose recent 

“sabbatical” in the world of road design has convinced him that his future does indeed lie in structures, 

Alan Ferns, Senior Engineer recently recruited from Dougall Baillie Associates, and Praveen Parthadi, 

Assistant Engineer, recruited from WA Fairhurst. 

The creation of the unit is an exciting new initiative resulting from the annual business planning 

process. Despite being responsible for the design of a number of buildings over the years, the existing 
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structures team in Glasgow has never been able to fully develop their building structures capability 

due to the demanding workload in bridges, and insufficient contacts in the industry. Therefore it was 

recognised that a great opportunity existed to create a dedicated discipline in Glasgow, led by an 

experienced senior engineer, with a remit to develop the building structures capability in the west of 

Scotland thereby complimenting the established building structures team in Edinburgh.

 

Already the new team have two buildings to design: a four- storey block of flats for a private developer 

in Springburn, Glasgow and a new secondary school, one of three being designed in a PPP for 

Borders Council, by courtesy of the Edinburgh office. In addition they are the preferred bidder for the 

design of a £11.5 M flat development in Haggs, Glasgow, and have just been awarded two smaller 

projects by a local architect. 

Currently a major marketing effort is under way, locally, to promote SW’s new capability. So far the 

reaction from the industry has been very positive and encouraging, especially once potential clients 

realise that SW can offer them the full range of services essential for the delivery of their project. 

Finally thanks to Alistair Napier for his valuable assistance in setting up the unit, and good luck for the 

future. For further information please contact Nigel Williams or Mike Hackney in the Glasgow office. 

Contact Mike Hackney, Technical Director 

Concrete Society Scotland: Dr Philip McKenna Chairman [Baker; Rankin] 

On Friday 16th June in the scenic Airth Castle, Falkirk, the Concrete Society Scotland Region held its 

Annual General Meeting. Scott Wilson is delighted to announce that one of our own, Dr Philip 

McKenna was formally elected to the role of Chairman for the 2006-2007session. This prestigious 

appointment brings back to Scott Wilson Scotland Ltd the Chair previously held by Alan Baker and 

Robin Rankin. 

The AGM was well attended by a good cross section of the industry, from suppliers to producers and 

from consultants to contractors. Once the official business had been concluded a presentation to 

charity was made and was followed by dinner in the Old Castle. Afterwards the evening’s host 

presented a brief history of the Castle and the surrounding local landmarks, in addition to stories of 

“historic” guests, some of who are said to appear regularly to this day.  

 



Doc 12.56: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 11: The Interchange Years 2005-2009                                                      
JP McCafferty 

29 
 

 

As midnight approached a guided tour of the castle added to the atmosphere and concluded with 

everyone retiring to the Wallace Bar, where the only spirits experienced were those emanating from 

the top shelf. 

Nationally the Concrete Society actively promotes the use of concrete in construction and you are 

encouraged to visit the Society’s Webpage www.concrete.org.uk where a number of very useful links 

can be accessed. Locally, the Scotland Region delivers a raft of solo and joint events, both Technical 

and Social. As this year promises to be no different we therefore wish Philip every success in the 

coming session.  Contact Andy Gillespie 

Interchange 76 [30.06.2006] 

       

Welcome to Andy Booth who joins Newcastle as PM, M6 Carlisle to Guards Mill.                                    

A Chartered Civil Engineer with over 20 years experience in contracting and consulting he joins us 

from Taylor Woodrow where he was a Project Manager. 

 

Welcome to Murray Donaldson who joins Newcastle as an Assistant Senior Engineer.               

A Masters graduate in Soil mechanics and foundation engineering he has been most recently 

involved in both small and large scale Site Investigation work for residential developments and 

highway projects. 

http://www.concrete.org.uk/
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RedR Canal Cycle Challenge – Glasgow to Edinburgh, 17th June 2006 

On Saturday, 17th June, Scott Wilson Scotland entered a Team into the RedR Canal Cycle Challenge 

from Glasgow to Edinburgh. This is an annual event organised by Engineers for Disaster Relief 

(RedR) in which many engineering consultancies and construction companies participate. RedR is a 

charity which relieves suffering by providing Engineers to humanitarian programmes worldwide. 

The aim of the cycle was to turn miles into money, by raising sponsorship from colleagues and 

friends. The challenge involved cycling approximately 45 miles along the towpaths of the Forth & 

Clyde and Union Canals. It began at 10.00am at Lock 27 in Anniesland, Glasgow.  There was a pit 

stop at the Falkirk Wheel at lunchtime for some refreshments and to appreciate a fine Scottish 

engineering feat! Finally, the cycle finished up at the Ratho Inn, Edinburgh, at approximately 5.00pm. 

Just in time to enjoy the evening sun and a pint of ale!   

 

 

The Scott Wilson Team managed to raise a total of approximately £360 by participating in this event. 

All the proceeds go to a worthwhile charitable cause! The Team would like to thank all those who 

provided sponsorship and encouragement for the challenge. The participating members were as 

follows: 

J Forshaw; S Forshaw; S Smith; D Lynch; D Wright; K Traynor; K Cuthill and C Booth (Team 

Mentor).  Contact David Lynch, Glasgow. 

Interchange 77 [7.07.2006] 

SW Scotland structural expertise on the world stage [Boothman; Leckie] 

The Structural Faults & Repair Conference 2006 took place in Edinburgh between 13th & 15th June 

and provided an international forum for the presentation of papers relating to faults and repairs, 

primarily in bridges and building structures. Over 200 delegates attended the conference, with experts 

from Europe, the Americas, Asia, Africa and Australasia. 

Danny Boothman and Stephen Leckie from Scott Wilson Scotland’s Glasgow office attended the 

conference and Danny presented their paper, co-authored by Ian MacGregor of Glasgow City Council 

and Andrew Brodie of Transport Scotland. 

The paper described work undertaken by Scott Wilson Scotland Ltd. modelling the failure of 

reinforced concrete and post-tensioned concrete half joints using non-linear finite element concrete 

models. By careful calibration of the FE model against results from a full size load test and other 

published experimental data, SWSL were able to demonstrate that half joints in the Kingston Bridge 
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Complex had sufficient excess capacity to withstand the prescribed assessment loading, despite 

some of them not satisfying the simplified analysis described in BA39. 

The paper stimulated significant interest, with pertinent questions from the delegates confirming the 

value of the authors’ publication. This level of interest was perhaps not surprising, considering the 

number of similar half joints in the UK bridges stock currently carrying heavy traffic loads (albeit with 

no signs of distress) despite their known non-compliance when assessed using normal code 

methods. 

 

 

 

It was felt that the presentation of the paper further enhanced Scott Wilson’s reputation for operating 

at the leading edge of Civil Engineering technology, and will hopefully lead to follow on work on other 

structures. As a result of contacts made at the conference we are already preparing a proposal to 

model half joints for another major client on a series of 1960’s bridges, some of which it seems were 

designed by Scott Wilson - very considerate of our SW predecessors to bequeath us such work! 

Contact Danny Boothman, Glasgow 

Interchange 78 [14.07.2006] 
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Susan Briggs promoted to Level 5 Executive from 1st July 2006  

 

Susan Briggs joined Scott Wilson in 1982 and until 2001 was based in the Glasgow office where she 

gained extensive experience in the planning, design, procurement and supervision of major roads 

schemes. In 1998 she was responsible for winning our first two roads projects in Northern Ireland. 

From that beginning we have grown to be the market leader in the Province. Susan still has an 

involvement in piloting a particularly difficult scheme through the statutory processes.  In 2001 she 

moved to Newcastle upon Tyne where she was responsible for managing the growth of the office to 

its present staff complement of some 30 professionals. She was also responsible for our major 

projects in the North of England including the M6 ECI Scheme and the North Tyneside Council Term 

Commission. 

Scotland and Ireland Division took over responsibility for our operations in Ireland in September 2005. 

Susan moved to Dublin to lead our operation in Ireland and act as the Executive Director of our join 

venture MORSW Ltd.  She spends much of her free time walking, cycling and climbing in the 

mountains of Scotland. She also finds time to act as a Trustee of the Pension Fund. 

Belfast Office Opening [French; Wall; Hunter; O’Hara; Kissick; Hoy] 

            

Ronnie Hunter, David Orr and Geoff French during speeches 

On Thursday 22nd June 2006 the latest office of Scott Wilson Scotland and Ireland was officially 

opened in Belfast. Although the Firm has been actively involved in many major roads schemes in the 

Province since 1996 a decision was taken to consolidate the presence in Northern Ireland. This was 

in line with Business Plan aspirations to grow the business and in one fell swoop we created a 700% 

increase in staff numbers within six months. 

Under the direction of Kenny O’Hara, who is the Technical Director responsible for the firm’s business 

in Northern Ireland, a new build office was identified adjacent to the M1 motorway at Stockmans Way 

and the lease was secured on 26th September 2005. By that time George Kissick was engaged as a 
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Principal Engineer and although alone he looked very much at home on his deckchair in the middle of 

2000 sq ft. Soon he was joined by an increasing number of staff including Martin Hoy as a Principle 

Engineer and the office soon was moulded into a model Scott Wilson example – well with a bit of 

Celtic flair. The external Scott Wilson signs are illuminated and visible from the motorway. 

At the opening it was however noted by the CEO, Ronnie Hunter, that the office location overlooks 

one of the Firm’s largest jobs involving the £130m upgrade of the motorway network through Belfast 

where we are acting as advisors to Roads Service – a perfect view of stationary traffic can be taken 

from the barbeque deck (sorry, veranda) we wouldn’t want the traffic noise to impair the staff’s 

enjoyment of a sausage soda would we? It was also noted by Ronnie that Scott Wilson were no 

stranger to the Northern Ireland scene as in the 1970s the Firm was actively involved in the 

development of the motorway network before retreating and regrouping. 

The opening itself was a jolly occasion attended by the good and great from Northern Ireland and 

beyond. The sweet tooth of the locals was satisfied by the creation of a Scott Wilson cake. There 

were very few corporate guidelines to cover this but Geoff French and Ron Wall seemed to approve. 

The said cake was cut by David Orr in his capacity of Vice President of the Institution of Civil 

Engineers and as a Director of Roads Service (NI). He said, “Scott Wilson was a welcome addition to 

the consultancy scene in Northern Ireland”. Beth McCabe arranged the buffet, flowers and all other 

trimmings and this did justice to the occasion. 

The guests who attended included representatives from the development and contracting fraternity, 

Roads Service and our joint venture partners in Northern Ireland, Ferguson McIlveen. The corporate 

gifts went down a treat. All were complimentary to how the Firm has played an instrumental part in the 

resurrecting of the Province’s infrastructure and all wished them continuing success for the future. 

Contact George Kissick, Belfast. 

Footnote: JP McCafferty, the prime mover in the link with Ferguson and McIlveen was also in 

attendance as Chairman of SW Scotland, having handed over management to Ronnie Hunter as part 

of his move towards retirement but the ‘limelight’ was now on others! [See Interchange 92] 

KWOGS Quaich 2006 

     

 

On Thursday 29th June 2006, Golfers for Scott Wilson's offices in Scotland gathered for their annual 

outing. Following all the positive comment from last year, the outing was once again held at 

Glenbervie Golf Club. And just like last year the weather was ideal, the course was in superb 

condition and the hospitality afforded by the host club was excellent.  

[Wallace; Gordon; Walker; Frew; Doubal; Ogilvie; Williams; Scarff] 

It was a newcomer to the event, Alex Joannides, who was presented the Quaich by Railways Chief 

Executive Keith Wallace. Alex, a 20 handicapper from Erskine Golf Club, scored 39 points and won 

comfortably from Malcolm Gordon and Euan Walker, who took second and third places respectively 

with 35 points. 
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In the team event Glasgow (Park Circus) re-claimed the trophy from Railways with regulars Alan 

Frew, Roger Doubal and Derek Ogilvie joined by Nigel Williams in the winning team. Alan Frew also 

took the longest drive prize and capped a successful day by drawing Alex's name from the sweep to 

take the lion's share of the money. 

Ricky Scarff and Nigel Williams won the nearest the pin prizes though Ricky also took home the 

booby prize for least points- a book on improving golf techniques! 

Interchange 79 [21.07.2006] 

Edinburgh congratulates Fraser Maxwell and his wife on the birth of their son, Ewan Stewart 

Maxwell on 4th July 2006 weighing 9lbs. 

Also, Stuart McPhaden and his wife on the birth of their daughter Cara Jane McPhaden on 7th July 

2006 weighing 6lb 1oz. 

 

 

 

 

Interchange 80 [28.07.2006] 

People 

 

Ginche Irving has joined Newcastle as a Graduate Structural Engineer. A 2006 Graduate of 

Newcastle University, she has previously worked as a trainee engineer in the civils department of 

Cundal Johnson and Partners. 
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Jenni Keane joins Newcastle as a technician. She attended The University of Sheffield from 2002 

to 2004 and has 2 years experience as a Student Engineer in a bridges team for Halcrow. Although 

very happy as a Technician, she would like to progress towards becoming an Inc Engineer. 

Interchange 81 [4.08.2006] 

 

Edinburgh welcomes Martin Hendry who joins the Environment team as an Economics 

Consultant. Martin will be working primarily on Tourism and Leisure projects but also brings 

consultancy experience on Transportation, Wind farms, EIAs and Site Masterplanning projects. 

Martin joins Scott Wilson from Roger Tym and Partners and has an honours degree in Economics 

from Stirling University and an MSc in Economic Management & Policy from Strathclyde University. 

Martin was awarded an elite tennis scholarship at Stirling University and has represented Scotland at 

international level. 

Planning Officer - Scotland & Ireland Division has an exciting secondment opportunity to the 

Development Quality Section of City of Edinburgh Council for 12 months. 

Contact Andrew Walters in the Edinburgh office. 

Interchange 86 [8.09.2006] 

Building Structures Engineer – Edinburgh [Kidd] 

Due to an increasing workload, Scott Wilson Scotland Ltd is seeking to recruit a senior engineer (level 

3.2/3.1) with building structures experience to strengthen its team in Edinburgh. The successful 

candidate will be involved in a variety of structures, including multi-story residential, schools and 

commercial development; a Chartered Engineer with recent good building structures analysis and 

design experience. This is a great opportunity for a suitable candidate to contribute to the ongoing 

success of a dynamic team, whilst gaining experience on a range of exciting projects. Candidates 

should be motivated and possess good interpersonal and organisational skills. 

This appointment offers work on challenging and interesting projects with excellent career 

development opportunities. Contact Susie Edward or Mike Kidd. 

Interchange 89 [29.09.2006] 

Edinburgh welcomes three graduates to their rapidly expanding Environment Team. Together 

they represent a major boost to the service that the Team are able to offer and they are already 

providing a vital contribution to a range of projects across Scotland, Northern Ireland and Northern 

England. 
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Jenny Sneddon has joined Scott Wilson as a Graduate Ecologist from the RSPB where she 

managed and undertook a range of ecological surveys. She also brings to Scott Wilson considerable 

experience in data management and GIS. 

Jenny has an honours degree in Zoology from Aberdeen University and an MSc in Marine 

Environmental Protection from the University of Wales, Bangor. Jenny’s work experience to date has 

been in the south of England where she has worked on a variety of marine and terrestrial projects. 

Jenny enjoys many outdoor pursuits and is a keen rower. She also enjoys running and has recently 

completed a half marathon. Having grown up in Scotland, Jenny is thrilled to return home and is 

already enjoying re-acquainting herself with the Scottish countryside. 

Stuart Rennie recently graduated from Edinburgh College of Art /Heriot Watt University where 

he gained an MA (hons) in Landscape Architecture. Stuart formerly gained a year’s experience during 

placement with a Belfast Landscape Practice and is looking forward to furthering his knowledge and 

career with Scott Wilson Scotland as part of the Landscape discipline in the Environment Team. 

Stuart is a very keen golfer with a respectable 2 handicap at Royal Dornoch Golf Club. Other interests 

are football, fishing, music and socialising. 

Zoe McClelland has joined the Environment Team as a planner. Zoë gained an MA (Hons) in 

Geography from the University of Edinburgh and recently added to this an MSc in Urban and 

Regional Planning from Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh. Before joining the Scott Wilson team, 

Zoë gained experience with a local Edinburgh consultancy working principally on oil and gas related 

environment and infrastructure projects. 

While originally from Northern Ireland, Zoë has enjoyed Scotland too much to consider leaving. She is 

a keen environmentalist and volunteers with an Edinburgh based environmental charity, Earth Calling, 

which teaches primary school children about wildlife. Zoë enjoys travelling when she has the 

opportunity and has backpacked around South East Asia and South America. Other interests are 

yoga, swimming, reading and socialising. She is looking forward to extending her knowledge base 

with practical experience of environmental and development planning work across Scotland and 

Ireland. 

Interchange 91 [13.10.2006] 
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Ashford Power Team awarded Lochaber HEP Refurbishment Phase 3 

 

Lochaber Hydroelectric Scheme located on the slopes of Ben Nevis supplies electricity to the Alcan 

aluminium refinery in Fort William. The scheme is now some 75 years old, and the efficiency and 

reliability of the generating plant have progressively deteriorated over the years, and now compromise 

the continuing operation of the plant. 

In 2004 Scott Wilson carried out the Phase 2 design for refurbishment and up-rating the power station 

to 90 MW and subsequently updated that study in early 2006. The outcome of the study has led Alcan 

to undertake rehabilitation of its hydropower scheme. 

Alcan has awarded Scott Wilson a contract to carry out Tender Design and to develop specifications 

for the refurbishment and up-rating. This assignment will be undertaken over the next three months to 

the end of the year, with the objective of Alcan tendering for works in the New Year. This is a direct 

appointment that has not required competitive tendering, principally due to quality of the services the 

project team provided during the study phase. Contact: Andrew Thick. 

A day to remember, October, 11, 2006 [Sadler, Irving; Liang] 

 

When three “athletic” women, representing Scott Wilson took the challenge that is the Millennium 3 

Mile Relay Race. 

Team spirits were high as the Scott Wilson woman’s “running” team eliminated the competition 

crossing the finish line as the winners of the Women’s Relay Race. The team was one out of eleven 

teams, from across the region who participated in this annual event. Emma Sadler, Ginche Irving and 

Yanyan Liang are all proud of exceeding expectation and achieving their personal best in capturing 

the team prize. The girls have been collecting sponsorship throughout their training and have 

dedicated their win to “Cancer Research” to whom all donations are in aid of. 

They hope to fundraise further and need your help. Contributions, no matter how small are greatly 

appreciated. If you wish to make a donation please contact Ginche.Irving@scottwilson.com or 

alternatively send a cheque made payable to “Cancer Research UK” to Scott Wilson Scotland Ltd, 

Scottish Provident House, 31-33 Mosley Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 

mailto:Ginche.Irving@scottwilson.com
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Interchange 92 [20.10.2006] 

Acquisition of Ferguson McIlveen LLP 

The following message was sent by Ron Wall, Joint CEO, to all staff on 18th October. As it is 

important news it is included here to make sure that everyone sees it. 

I am delighted to advise you that last night an agreement was reached that allows Scott Wilson to 

purchase the business of Ferguson McIlveen LLP with effect from 1st November 2006. 

Ferguson McIlveen headquarters is in Belfast with operations from other offices in Dublin, Glasgow, 

Middlesbrough, Guildford, Swansea, Leeds and Chester. They have some 250 staff and bring new 

and enhanced skills to the SW Group, including architecture, water engineering and digital media. 

About 65% of Ferguson McIlveen LLP turnover is in Northern and Southern Ireland, with approx. 60% 

in the public sector and 40% private. Revenue split by Sector is 34% Property, 29% Natural 

Resources, 25% Environment and 12% Transport. 

The majority of Ferguson McIlveen staff will join Scotland & Ireland Division where they will 

immediately help to balance the Division's Sector portfolio across Transportation, Property, 

Environment and Natural Resources. Staff from Guildford and Swansea offices will join UK South 

Division where they will add their engineering and architectural skills to the Property Sector. Staff from 

Chester and Leeds offices will bring their environment and landscape skills into the UK Central 

Division. 

This acquisition follows our strategic objective for growth and balancing the market portfolio. I am sure 

that you will all welcome our new colleagues into the Scott Wilson Group. 

Further details will be provided in Interchange in due course. Ron Wall, Joint CEO 

Footnote: The Scott Wilson/Ferguson McIlveen JV and Acquisition: Jim McCafferty  

Jim McCafferty was on the Committee of ACE Scotland 1994-2003 and Hon Secretary 1994-1998. 

During his term as Hon Sec, he met Lowry Manson, then Hon Sec of ACE N Ireland, notably at the 

ACE UK Committee Meetings in London. A friendly relationship was established, not least as a result 

of late night drinks at the ‘Starlight Room’ at the London Hilton after the ACE Dinners! 

In 1998, as a result of the ‘Peace Dividend’ in N Ireland following the signing of the Good Friday 

Agreement on 22 May 1998, the British Government decided to progress with the design and 

construction of new roads and motorways throughout N Ireland. This resulted in a telephone call from 

Lowry Manson to Jim McCafferty and the immediate agreement that Scott Wilson and Ferguson 

McIlveen should pursue this opportunity together. The next day, Jim received a telephone call from 

Kirk McClure Morton, who had worked with SWKP during the NI Motorway Boom in the l960s, with the 

same proposition but the Lowry/ McCafferty agreement was, by then, in place. The formal SW/FM JV, 

which came into effect in November 1998, proved to be such a fruitful and friendly arrangement for 

both firms that, on 1 November 2006, following a period of negotiation, Ferguson McIlveen became 

part of the Scott Wilson Group merged, in the main, with Scott Wilson Scotland. 

Jim McCafferty and Roger Bennet, Managing Partner of FM based in Middlesbrough, knew each 

other through the SW/FM JV and also through ICE Committees. By chance, they were both elected to 

the ICE Council for 2000-2003 and often met in London. Following an initial approach by Jim around 

2001, it was agreed that the possibility of an acquisition of FM by SW should be explored. Roger led 

the FM Team and Jim the SW team including Bob McKittrick and Stephen Kimmett. These 

negotiations failed because it was not possible to reach an agreed acquisition price. This was due, in 

part, to the SW preoccupation, at the time, of evaluating its own ‘shares’ at Net Asset Value [NAV] 

and negotiating with others who wanted ‘market value’ whatever that might be! This was 

mailto:Ron.Wall@scottwilson.com?subject=Ferguson%20McIlveen%20LLP
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compounded, in Jim’s view, by the prospect of paying something approaching ‘market value’ for an 

acquisition and offering part payment of SW ‘shares’ at NAV which seemed foolish!! 

The amicable relationship continued through the SW/FM JV and with the thought that discussions on 

an acquisition might be reconvened at a later date. 

In 2005, Jim McCafferty and Roger Bennet agreed that the time was ripe for another look at a 

possible acquisition. This time the process was managed more carefully with considerable effort put 

into engaging the main decision makers within SW and FM. It was also found necessary to 

reconfigure the FM Pension Scheme to deal with internal issues and to make it more compatible with 

the SW Scheme in the event of an acquisition. This time, the SW team [Jim McCafferty and Ronnie 

Hunter] and the FM team [Lowry Manson, Richard Legg and Sam Philips] plus their mergers and 

acquisitions adviser concluded successful negations and the acquisition was formalised on 1 

November 2006. 

Graduate/Assistant Engineer for building structures: Glasgow. Experience in structural analysis 

packages would be an advantage. Contact Nigel Williams, Glasgow. 

 

Interchange 93 [27.10.2006] 

M8/N8 Cullahill to Cashel Ireland [SW/MOR JV] [Le Roux; Johnston; Bennet; Lucas] 

The Main Works Contract between Kilkenny County Council and SRB Civil Engineering Ltd (a 

Roadbridge Sisk Joint Venture) for the €434m M8/N8 Cullahill to Cashel Road Improvement Scheme 

was signed on 5th October 2006. Martin Le Roux, Stan Johnston and other members of the Malone 

O’Regan Scott Wilson Joint Venture team attended the signing and sod turning ceremony. The sod 

turning was carried out by the Irish Minister for Transport, Mr Martin Cullen TD. 

The Malone O’Regan Scott Wilson Joint Venture is acting as Project Manager and Supervisor for the 

NEC 3 Option C contract. The site team is currently being established. By March next year we 

anticipate a 14-strong site team with Hamish Bennet as Project Manager’s Site Representative and 

Peter Lucas as Supervisor. Current focus is on reviewing and accepting the Contractor’s design 

submissions, and on setting up administrative systems and procedures. Martin le Roux, Dublin. 

Interchange 94 [3.11.2006] 

Newcastle welcomes: Lambert; Hall; English; Chittenden. 

 

Andrew Lambert joins as a Graduate Engineer in the Structures Section. 

Andrew spent part of summer 2005 in East Africa working for the charity 

'Mbarara Project' helping build a community centre in South West Uganda. 

 

mailto:Nigel.Williams@scottwilson.com
mailto:Martin.leRoux@scottwilson.com?subject=Ireland%20Road%20Scheme
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Alastair Hall also joins as a Graduate Engineer in the Structures Section. 

Alastair obtained his scuba diving licence in Malaysia and dives whenever he 

gets the opportunity. 

 

 

Scott English joins as a Technician after gaining a BA in Management & 

Business Administration; he already has a year’s experience in the highways 

sector. Scott enjoys music, tropical fish and films. 

 

 

Tom Chittenden enrols for a year out from his MEng studies. Tom is interested 

in rock climbing, cycling and snowboarding. 

 

Interchange 95 [10.11.2006] 

SW Scotland welcomes Mark Elliott, Principal Landscape Architect who joined at the end of 

September 2006 in the Edinburgh Office. After working on the 1990 National Garden Festival, he 

worked as a public sector Landscape Architect in northeast England until moving to the private sector 

in Edinburgh in 2005. 

Having worked on landscape architecture and urban regeneration projects for 18 years, Mark 

specialises in urban design, streetscape treatment, sustainable development and detailed landscape 

design. He is a registered Planning Supervisor, and has been managing construction contracts since 

his work on the garden festival – that includes getting his hands dirty as well as sitting at a drawing 

board or behind a computer. 

Much of Mark’s work has been in sensitive areas, particularly in Conservation Areas, around listed 

structures, in designing the settings for and managing the installation of many artworks in the public 

domain. He has considerable experience in leading multi-disciplinary project delivery teams, 

especially when working on Housing Market Renewal or town centre regeneration projects. 
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Mark sees his role in developing the SWS Landscape Service as being one of diversifying workload 

into areas not previously targeted, streamlining internal and external cross-selling, and improving an 

already highly respected service 

Interchange 97 [24.11.2006] 

Landscape Architecture Middlesbrough [Wolfe] 

As a useful introduction to the firm we attach information on our recent Landscape Design project 

completion of the new Town Square for Hartlepool Headland. This has been a successful multi-

disciplined project which we intend submitting to various organisations for urban design / coastal 

development awards. 

This may be useful in describing some of the work undertaken by the Middlesbrough Office and help 

to set us on the map.               Contact Patrick Wolfe, Principal Landscape Architect, Middlesbrough 

Interchange 98 [1.12.2006] 

The Real SW Glasgow Bowling Night Tuesday 14/11/06 

[Murphy; McKee; Bain; Joannides; Hutchinson; Antoniou; Welsh] 

On Tuesday 14/11/06 the Real Glasgow Bowling Night took place, when Glasgow Park Circus (MOU 

2) staff descended on the AMF Bowling Alley in the West end of the city for the “Bowling 

Championship of the World” (or at least it felt that way). With 20 individuals entered and a fantastic 

prize of a Digital Camera on offer for the highest score (taken over 2 games), a hotly contested 

tournament was always on the cards. The PC Staff were also randomly split and mixed into four 

teams, each made up of 5 team members (which socially proved quite successful and competitively 

even more so).  

 

A session of bowling was followed by a buffet meal (with perhaps the odd wee drink), which was then 

followed by a further session of bowling. It was interesting to note the general mass deterioration of 

the bowling scores following the dinner session (can’t think why).  

   

mailto:Patrick.Wolfe@scottwilson.com?subject=Landscape%20Architecture
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The highest score of the night went to Dominic Murphy, who posted a mammoth 283 points 

(149+134) with Andrew McKee‘s coming in a distant second (250). The victorious “A” team consisting 

of John Bain, Alex Joannides, Ryan Hutchinson, Tony Antoniou and David Welsh, who managed to 

amass a total combined score of over one thousand points (1018), the only team to do so on the night 

and duly won the team prize. The next planned social event threatened by Glasgow PC MOU 2 will be 

a clay pigeon shooting session; the real pigeons had better watch out!!!   Alex Joannides, Glasgow. 

Glasgow’s Structures Group Curry Night Out [Hackney; Thompson; Padarthi] 

As Engineers it is often the case when working on the critical path that we rarely take the time to 

reflect with colleagues on our achievements. It was with this in mind, on 16th November 2006 that 

over twenty members of Glasgow’s No 1 structures group MOU1, descended upon Mother India in 

the city’s west end for a well deserved curry. A fine spread of starters opened proceedings and was 

quickly followed by main courses of Tandoori, Biryani, Lamb, Chicken, Sabzi to name but a few. 

Clearly it had been some time since the section’s last outing as certain individuals devoured two “full” 

portions of rice with their meals. Coupled with the effect of beer, the inevitably expanded waistlines 

still did not prevent the obligatory ice cream from being consumed. 

 

 

Mike Hackney proposed the evening’s toast thanking everyone for their hard work over the past six 

months, although our present and future workload is considerable there is little doubt MOU1 will rise 

to the challenges. The meal devoured, everyone headed for McPhabbs our local hostelry for further 

beers. Thankfully everyone was able to exit the premises without our building structures colleagues, 

been called upon. As most folk socialised into the night it was clear a good night was had by all. 

Thanks to Alasdair Thompson for arranging the night. Praveen Kumar Padarthi, Glasgow. 

Interchange 99 [8.12.2006] 

Best IPO of the Year [French] 

I am delighted to be able to inform you that we were selected as the 'Best IPO of the Year' for 2006 at 

a dinner organised by Shares Magazine on 29th November 2006. 

It is great to win this award but I am even more pleased at the progress we have made since we 

completed our successful flotation on the Official List of the London Stock Exchange in March of this 

year. We continue to make rapid progress in the development of the business in a strategic and 

effective manner. This development includes utilising the talents of our increasing numbers of 

employees, key contract wins, selective complementary acquisitions and continuing organic growth of 

the business. Geoff French, Group Chairman 

mailto:Alex.Joannides@scottwilson.com&subject=Bowling%20Night
mailto:Praveen.Kumar-Padarthi@scottwilson.com&subject=Curry%20Night%20Out
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Scott Wilson Social Event Legend Cup Edinburgh [Allan; McClure; Stoddart] 

On Friday 17th November, staff from Scott Wilson Edinburgh competed for the (completely unofficial) 

‘Scott Wilson Social Event Legend’ Cup. The event chosen to unveil this coveted trophy was an 

evening of Go-Karting at a local race circuit. 

Competitors raced through heats of 60 laps before the final showdown to determine the champion. 

However, the evening was not all plain sailing and ended in controversy with the previously un-

fancied Colin "the Speed" Stoddart romping away to record a victory. After competing well throughout 

the grand prix style heats Colin was awarded second position on the starting grid for the final. He 

remained in that position for all of 10 seconds until he weaved his way unscathed through the first-

corner-carnage which disrupted the rest of the field. Controversy arose immediately after this multi-car 

pile-up when Colin failed to heed safety warnings and made no attempt to reduce his speed despite 

the orange ‘safety light’ being lit. 

When questioned after the race Colin innocently exclaimed "WHAT ORANGE LIGHT!!?" 

Nevertheless, Colin was crowned as race winner and was duly named as the inaugural Social Event 

‘Legend’. Congratulations to Colin and everyone else who attended. 

The Cup, intended to encourage excitement and the spirit of friendly competition during office social 

events, was the brainchild of James Allan and Darren McClure. 

 

The Go-Karting team with Colin ‘the Speed’ Stoddart on the podium 

Interchange 101 [22.12.2006] 

Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Project – Building the Right Team to get from A2B 

The Event 

Strong relationships already exist between key Scott Wilson design / management staff and the 

Network Rail Client team based in Glasgow – many of whom worked successfully together on the 

West Coast Route Modernisation programme. A very productive and enjoyable Airdrie to Bathgate 

Team Build Event consolidated this on 8 December, attended by forty people from both organisations 

at a Glasgow hotel. 

The Project 

The Airdrie to Bathgate and Linked Improvements project (known as A2B) is a flagship initiative being 

promoted by Transport Scotland and delivered on their behalf by Network Rail. The £300m scheme 

will re-open the former line between Airdire and Bathgate which, since its closure in 1982, has been 

used as a cycle path. The ‘Linked Improvements’ consist of major upgrade works on the existing 
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Bathgate to Newbridge and Edinburgh to Glasgow lines. For those not familiar with Scottish 

geography, suffice to say that the East end of the project is closer to Edinburgh Castle than it is to 

either Airdrie or Bathgate! The overall objective of the scheme is to open up new commuter routes 

into Scotland’s two biggest cities, and relieve congestion on the Central Scotland Motorway Network. 

The project interfaces with several other major projects, including Edinburgh Airport Rail Link (EARL) 

and Edinburgh Tram. And which well known consultant is also heavily involved in those schemes – 

Yes, you’ve guessed it, Scott Wilson! 

A2B boasts some impressive statistics: 

Structures Bridges – approx 7 footbridges, 30 overbridges, 40 underbridges 

Track - 24km new double track formation, two depots, two emergency crossovers, complete 

remodelling of Newbridge Junction 

OLE - 24km new OLE on new double track, plus 26km OLE on existing line 

Signalling - 4 aspect colour light signalling using RRI / SSI technology 

Telecomms - FTN Standard, in support of new signalling equipment 

Highways and Cycleways - 20km of new cycle track, 4 station car parks and roadworks associated 

with 30 bridges.  

Environment & Ecology - Consents and advice to designers 

Construction starts with an advanced contract - designed by others - in May 2007, overall completion 

is planned for summer 2010 and new passenger services will be introduced in October 2010. 

 

SWR Project Director Ian Hay with Client Hugh Wark of 

Network Rail 

 

SWR Engineering Manager Stuart Ross gets technical with 

Lyn Clark (SWSI) and Marie Thomson of Network Rail 
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SWR Design Manager Douglas Williamson describes our 

common goals 

The People 

Scott Wilson Railways were awarded the outline design commission for this prestigious project in 

September, and we hope to win more work in future phases – assuming of course our people deliver! 

Currently, around 80 Scott Wilson staff working on A2B are spread throughout the following UK 

offices: SWR Glasgow, Crewe, Swindon, York and SWSL Glasgow, Edinburgh, Inverness. 

 
The train now leaving Platform 1…..new passenger services will commence in October 2010 

John Campbell, Senior Project Manager, SWR, Glasgow 

 

Interchange 104 [19.01.2007] 

 

 

Hayley Nelson joins Newcastle as a Graduate Engineer. Hayley graduated 

from Durham this year and is hoping that working for Scott Wilson will still allow 

her to keep up with her hobby of sky diving. 

 

Interchange 105 [26.01.2007] 

Scotland & Ireland has the following site opportunities: 

A68 Dalkeith – Scotland [R Esk Bridge] 

The scheme is a 5.5km single carriageway with 3 side road junctions & 12 principal structures 

including a major bridge over the River Esk and a grade-separated interchange on the Edinburgh City 

mailto:John.Campbell@scottwilson.com?subject=A2B%20Rail
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Bypass. An experienced Chartered/Near Chartered Bridge Engineer with minimum 5-6 years 

experience is required; Contract duration - January 2007 until May 2008. 

Rothesay Ferry Terminal - Scotland 

An excellent opportunity is available for a Graduate with 1-2 years experience, to work on the 

Rothesay Ferry Terminal Project in the role of Assistant Resident Engineer. A 7 month contract has 

been awarded to Balfour Beatty for the £8.7m improvement scheme which comprises a good range of 

maritime works including: New linkspan and support dolphins; Passenger access gangway; 

Pedestrian lifting bridge; Extended vehicle marshalling area; Sheet pile strengthening to existing 

quay; Replacement sections of suspended deck slab. 

Helmsdale-Ord of Caithness - Scotland 

The works comprise the construction of 2.1km of new single carriageway trunk road with associated 

earthworks, drainage, fencing, landscaping, traffic signing, road marking and street lighting. Structural 

work comprises a contiguous bored pile retaining wall with passive anchors and masonry facing. A 

Resident Engineer is required - preferably Chartered with solid Civils experience, starting April 2007 

until summer 2008. 

Roads Service DBFO Package 2 Newry Bypass - Northern Ireland 

Largest ever roads project where SW is assisting the department in the monitoring functions 

associated with Scheme 1 involving the Newry Bypass. This circa £130 million project is due to start 

in spring 2007 for approx 3 years. Site monitoring staff from Inspectors, through to Graduates and 

Senior Site Representatives are required. Civils background, with DB & or DBFO experience 

preferred. 

White Cart Viaduct - Scotland 

A 4 month project starting end January, involving the re-waterproofing and re-surfacing of an 800m 

box girder bridge and replacing the movement joints. Assistant resident engineer required - Graduate 

with min 1 - 2 years experience looking for site - roads/bridge experience would be preferable. 

Interchange 107 [09.02.2007] 

 

 

Amaroop S Utam joined S W in January as an Associate with the Water 

Team, and will be taking a lead in the recently-won Scottish Water 

framework and other projects. 

Amaroop has a background in Civil and Structural Engineering, with substantial 

experience in leading the management and design of water, heavy civils, and 

MOD projects across Scotland, and in England and Ireland. 

 

 

As part of the ramp-up of the Water Team to meet the Scottish Water 

programme, Naveen Ahuja has also joined the Edinburgh Water Team. 

Naveen is a graduate Mechanical Engineer, and has recently completed an 

MSc at Glasgow University focusing on Wastewater Treatment systems. 
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Shane Bermingham has recently joined the Edinburgh office. Shane is a 

graduate of University College Cork, where he completed both a Bachelor of 

Civil & Env Engineering and a Masters in Sustainable Energy. He has spent 

some time with Arup and a local consultant in Cork, before relocating to 

Edinburgh. 

He will be working as part of the Renewable Energy Team; his training in a 

wide range of generation technologies, as well as energy conservation will 

bring extra dimensions to the capabilities that this team can provide. 

 

 

Interchange 108 [16.02.2007] 

Scottish Water Consulting Framework [Metcalfe; Wright; Stranraer; Ayrshire; Edinburgh] 

Following a lengthy prequalification and bidding period through the last half of 2006, Scott Wilson is 

pleased to have won a place on the Consulting Framework for Scottish Water. Under this Framework, 

we will provide services in the areas of Design and Project Management and Asset Survey and 

Analysis to Scottish Water over the next four years. 

The Frameworks support Scottish Water’s £1.9billion Capital Investment Programme for 2006 to 

2010, termed Quality & Standards III. 

A Group-wide bidding strategy was employed, including a joint 

approach with our new Group members, Ferguson McIlveen. 

Crucial assistance during the bid process was provided by Paul 

Francis and the Scott Wilson Water Teams in Basingstoke and 

Mansfield, and Steve Metcalfe and his colleagues in the former 

Ferguson McIlveen offices of Middlesbrough and Belfast. 

Multi-disciplinary teams will manage and design projects from 

optioneering through to outline design, detailed design and 

construction support. A wide range of skills and services will be 

called upon, including civil, structural, mechanical and electrical 

engineering, water and wastewater process design, hydraulic 

analysis and geotechnics. 

The focus of the capital projects work will be in the south of 

Scotland, and includes new build and refurbishment of Water 

Treatment Plants, Wastewater Treatment Plants, Pumping 

Stations and other installations. 

Work has already commenced on a range of projects. The 

largest project that is now starting up is a £20M Wastewater 

Scheme for Stranraer and other communities in the south of Scotland. Other projects that will 

commence very shortly include a Water Treatment Works for New Cumnock in Ayrshire, and new 

sewer overflow structures near Edinburgh. 
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Asset Survey work has also commenced, with two field 

teams gathering plant performance and condition 

details at a wide range of Scottish Water facilities 

across Scotland. A data entry team based in the 

Edinburgh office is validating survey results and 

uploading the data to Scottish Water’s asset database. 

This win is a further step in the development of the 

Water business of Scott Wilson; earlier framework 

involvement has included Yorkshire Water, Southern 

Water, Northumbrian Water and Northern Ireland’s 

Water Service. It is a key element in the Group’s 

strategy to grow our market share in Water and raise our profile in this industry. 

Contact David Wright, Edinburgh 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Steve Metcalfe who takes over the Newcastle office from 

1st February 2007 and the North England MOU. All the staff in Newcastle wish 

him well as he takes over from George Tedbury. Steve has also recently been 

elected as a Fellow of the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental 

Management 

 

Interchange 109 [23.02.2007] 

Single Operating Entity for the UK - Scott Wilson Ltd [French; Blackwood; Wall] 

 

 

The text outlined below is a summary of the letter which will be sent to all UK based employees over 

the next few days and is the beginning of the simplification of our legal entities within the UK. It will 

be sent to all staff with UK employment contracts to ensure compliance with employment and 

contract legislation. It represents no change for those already employed by Scott Wilson Ltd and an 

administrative change for those engaged in Railways, Scotland, Pavement Engineering and some 

Group functions. 

A great deal more work needs to be undertaken to integrate and simplify our financial accounting 

systems and processes and this will be an ongoing piece of work led by Finance over the next few 

months. This change to our statutory legal entities does not impact our existing divisional structures 

or alignments, which remain unchanged at this time. 

"Over the years Scott Wilson has engaged staff through a number of employing entities including 

Scott Wilson Railways Ltd, Scott Wilson Scotland Ltd, Scott Wilson Pavement Engineering and 

Scott Wilson Holdings Ltd and principally Scott Wilson Ltd. 

As the first stage in this simplification, with effect from 1st April 2007 all UK staff, regardless of 

which Division or Group company they work in, will be legally employed via Scott Wilson Ltd. 

Employment contracts issued from other Scott Wilson employing entities will transfer to Scott Wilson 

mailto:David.Wright@scottwilson.com&subject=Scottish%20Water
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Interchange 110 [02.03.2007] 

Ltd. This transfer will have no impact on existing terms and conditions of employment, which will 

remain unchanged and will automatically transfer from 1st April 2007. This has been timed to 

coincide with the beginning of the tax year for administrative reasons. 

A vast majority of employees are already employed via Scott Wilson Ltd. To ensure we do not miss 

out any staff who may have transferred from other employing entities in the past and to ensure we 

comply with our legal obligations, we are sending this note to all UK based staff. However, for a 

majority of you it represents no change.  

It is emphasised that this administrative change is a first step in simplifying our internal processes 

and strengthening the overall Scott Wilson brand. It does not in any way affect the Divisional 

structure through which the business is managed."  

Geoff French - Group Chairman, Hugh Blackwood and Ron Wall - Joint CEOs 

 

  

 

SW welcomes Gordon Crighton: PD for Edinburgh Airport Rail Link (EARL) 

A Chartered Engineer, Gordon is a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineers, a 

Fellow of the Institution of Civil Engineers and has an Honorary Doctorate from 

the University of Kent. 

Gordon brings with him a wealth of experience in major international rail projects 

including Kuala Lumpur International Airport, the Channel Tunnel (where he was 

Engineering Director), Jakarta Monorail, Taiwan High Speed Rail (where he was 

personal adviser to the Chairman), and Airport Railway in Hong Kong. Gordon’s 

appointment is an excellent indication of the attraction to Scott Wilson’s current 

major projects portfolio. He is already making a very positive impression with our 

team and the Client. 
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Ben Carey has joined the Water Team in Edinburgh.                                

Ben’s background is New Zealand, where he studied Civil & Environmental 

Engineering. After a few years engaged in geotechnics, infrastructure and 

drainage with consultants in NZ, Ben moved to the UK and worked for a large 

consultancy in Bath. 

He relocated to Edinburgh to join Scott Wilson, and will be principally working 

on flooding and drainage, SUDS, and water industry infrastructure. 

 

 

Alan Buchanan has joined the Edinburgh office as a Geotechnical/Civil 

Engineer. Originally from Belfast, Alan graduated from Edinburgh University in 

Civil and Environmental Engineering, before a move south to join a national 

housebuilder in their technical department. Returning to Edinburgh in 2004, 

he worked with a local consultancy, engaged in site investigations, 

geotechnical design, and land contamination assessment. 

Alan will principally be involved in supporting the Edinburgh office on 

geotechnics and geo-environmental matters. 

 

 

 

 

The Edinburgh Water Team has the following opportunities:- 

Chartered Civil/Water Engineer or Project Manager. This person will play a leading role in the design 

and management of a diverse range of WTW and WWTW projects for Scottish Water (ref.SWSI0201) 

Chartered Civil Engineer or Hydrologist: A rivers engineer or hydrologist with experience in flood risk 

assessment, flood prevention scheme planning, hydrology or hydraulic modelling (ref.SWSI0202) 

Graduate Civil/Water Engineers (2): Preferably with one or two years post-graduate design 

experience for water or wastewater treatment facilities or pumping stations (ref. SWSI0203) 

Chartered Mechanical Engineer: Experienced in leading the design of pumping, water treatment and 

craneage systems (ref.SWSI0204) 

Graduate or Chartered Electrical Engineer: Preferably with some experience in the specification and 

design of power and control systems in the Water Industry (ref.SWSI0205) 

CAD Technicians (2): Experience in civil/structural/pipework detailing preferred. Some knowledge of 

Autocad Civil 3D, CADS RC or pipework detailing would be advantageous (ref. SWSI0206). 

 

Interchange 113 [23.03.2007] 
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Scott Wilson wins ‘New Company of the Year’ at PLC Awards. [French] 

Scott Wilson was awarded the prestigious title of ‘New Company of 

the Year’ at the PLC Awards held at Grosvenor House Hotel in 

London on 8 March. 

The criteria for deciding the winner included going public in 2006, 

demonstration of both growth and management qualities, and the 

potential to be a formidable public company. 

Geoff French, Group Chairman, who accepted the award on behalf 

of Scott Wilson, said: “We are absolutely delighted to win this 

prestigious award. It has been a very successful start for Scott 

Wilson as a public company and this award is recognition for the 

talent and dedication of our staff. We look forward to the continuing 

development of Scott Wilson as one of the leading consultants in our field.” 

First Anniversary Celebration of Successful Stock Exchange Listing [French] 
 

 

Geoff French making his speech at the 

champagne reception 

 

 On 15 March the Directors of Scott Wilson held a champagne reception to celebrate the first 

anniversary as a listed company on the London Stock Exchange. Key clients, business associates, 

analysts and investors were invited to the event held at Trinity House by the Tower of London. 

The success of the last year can be measured by the company’s growth and development and being 

named the New Company of the Year at the PLC Awards Dinner, as also reported in this week’s 

Interchange. 
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6 Nations Championship at Murrayfield [Wallace; Clarke; Wright] 

Interchange 116 [13.04.2007] 

A2 (NI) Shore Road Greenisland Belfast [Briggs; Philpott] 

On 14th March 2007, in less than 24 months, the Orders and Environmental Statement were 

published for the A2 (NI) Shore Road Greenisland’ road improvement scheme for Roads Service. No 

corners were cut; we worked through stage 1, Strategies, stage 2, Options, to the Preferred Option, a 

£40m dual carriageway solution; partly urban widening and partly new offline rural road. 

The A2 Shore Road north of Belfast has 4 lanes except for a 2.5km 2-lane bottleneck at Greenisland, 

where it carries 35,000vpd with major queues in the peak periods. The 2.5km bottleneck has high 

townscape value, there are over 100 residential properties with direct access, a secondary school, 

and side roads providing access to the larger Greenisland community. 

 

Due to the 30 years history of promised schemes and concern for residents, the client has 

encouraged consultation throughout, including a Start-up Exhibition, an Options Exhibition and on 

21/22 March 07 an Orders Exhibition. All were well attended. 

Road safety, provisions for non-motorised road users and minimising property impact were uppermost 

throughout. The urban section will have a shared footway/cycleway and assisted crossings, better bus 

stops and shelters. Signalised roundabouts proved to be a balance between capacity and impact on 

adjacent properties. 

Relations with the client team are excellent and within the several Scott Wilson offices. Susan Briggs 

directs the project from Dublin, I and colleagues manage and design the scheme from Newcastle with 

road safety auditing from Matlock. Glasgow provides geotechnical and economic support and 

 

Keith Wallace (CEO Scott Wilson Railways), Gordon Clarke (Director, Scotland & Ireland Division) 

and Alf Wright (Associate, S&I Division) celebrate Ireland’s third Triple Crown in four years following 

their narrow victory over Scotland in the RBS 6 Nations Championship at Murrayfield. 
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Edinburgh undertakes the environmental assessment. Belfast colleagues (former FM) provide 

invaluable local input, not least in regularly meeting the numerous affected parties. 

We are almost certainly heading for a PI and if successful our aim is to leave Shore Road better than 

we found it, in all respects.                               Contact Gordon Philpott, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

Interchange 117 [20.04.2007] 

Airdrie to Bathgate (A2B) Railway Project – Celebrate Success, Focus on Delivery 

 

The £350m A2B Project, 

which Scott Wilson is 

designing, reached a 

major milestone last 

Wednesday when the 

Scottish Parliament 

unanimously passed the 

‘Airdrie to Bathgate 

Railway and Linked 

Improvements Bill’. This 

project currently utilising 

150 Scott Wilson staff 

across 12 offices and 3 

Divisions (Railways, 

Scotland & Ireland and Central) involves building a new railway between Glasgow and Edinburgh by 

winter 2010, has cross-party political support, and is a flagship project for Network Rail, who are 

delivering the scheme on behalf of Transport Scotland (the Scottish equivalent of the Department for 

Transport). 

Scott Wilson are the incumbent designer and we are seen as a ‘Safe Pair of Hands’ based on our 

delivery of over £70m of work for Network Rail on West Coast Route Modernisation. The Client team 

trusts us to deliver, and we must not let them down. Our current commission is relatively modest (£3m 

for Form A design), however if we deliver there is every opportunity for us to generate significant 

sales across the Group over the coming 3 years. In terms of scale the project is similar to the Trent 

Valley Four Tracking Project, which is currently running at £26m fees to date. 

The A2B Project Mission Statement summarises our focus on delivery: 

“The clear goal of the combined project team is to deliver a fit-for-purpose railway on time and on 

budget. Everyone involved in the project is committed to meet or exceed the expectations of all our 

stakeholders in a spirit of cooperation, professionalism and enthusiasm.” 

Contact John Campbell, Senior Project Manager, Scott Wilson Railways. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Gordon.Philpott@scottwilson.com&subject=A2
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Interchange 118 [27.04.2007] 

Expert Witness Work and Discipline Development Group Co-ordination 

The forthcoming, partial, retirement of Bob McKittrick and Jim McCafferty means that a new 

point of focus is required for these issues. 

I am delighted that Robert Armitage in the Nottingham office has agreed to take on the coordination of 

both our Expert Witness Work and our Discipline Development Groups with immediate effect. 

Geoff French, Group Chairman 

Interchange 119 [04.05.2007] 

Monday 30th April marked the last formal day of S W employment for Bob & Jim [and Bob], 

although I am sure we will manage to keep all three of them attached to the organisation in one way 

or another. 

Bob McKittrick was recruited in 1967 and has worked in Glasgow, Pakistan, Chesterfield and 

Basingstoke (he did escape for one year to a contractor but quickly returned). Bob’s involvement in 

the Business Improvement Unit was of crucial importance in providing the foundations for the success 

we have enjoyed in recent years. In addition to his technical, managerial and director roles in Scott 

Wilson, Bob was also President of the Institution of Structural Engineers, a member of the Joint Board 

of Moderators and a Visiting Professor at Sheffield University. Footnote: Bob continued part time for 

some months on expert witness work and advice on claims against SW. JPMcC. 

Jim McCafferty also joined Scott Wilson in 1967 and, after working initially on the design and 

construction of urban motorways in Glasgow, he transferred to Hong Kong in 1976. Returning to 

Scotland in 1981 Jim managed the design of the urban infrastructure for Nigeria’s New Federal 

Capital Abuja and a broad range of projects in Scotland, N. Ireland, Ireland and the North of England. 

Many of Jim’s, and Scotland’s, projects have won awards and commendations and Jim has been 

active in Institution and professional matters. In addition Jim has been a Trustee of the Scott Wilson 

Pension Scheme for the last few years. Footnote, Jim moved to Citypoint 2 and continued part time 

until Sept 2007, mainly on the Ferguson McIlveen and McLay Collier acquisitions. JPMcC. 

Bob Hunt is, in relative terms, a new boy having joined as late as 1976! Bob’s career with Scott 

Wilson has also taken him to Hong Kong where he led the Geotechnical and Environmental teams. 

Prior to this he had been in Basingstoke, Malawi and Peterborough, having also worked on projects in 

the UK, Turkey, Poland, Uganda, Saudi Arabia, Ghana and Yemen. More recently Bob has been 

involved in several of the major roads projects in the UK including the Area 3 Managing Agent 

Commission and the proposed widening of the M25. 

However these three now decide how to fill their days Scott Wilson will always be grateful for their 

exceptional efforts in support of the firm.  Geoff French, Group Chairman. 

Interchange 120 [11.05.2007 

Edinburgh office is pleased to welcome back Petrina Rowcroft who has 

recently returned to Scott Wilson as an Environmental Economist following a 

three-year period of ‘Special Leave’ in Southeast Asia. Petrina spent two years 

working full-time as a Development Economist with the Mekong River 

Commission (based in Cambodia and then Lao PDR), before taking on a role as 

Senior Economist for an ADB-funded water resources development project 

administered by the Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology (MOWRAM) in 
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Cambodia. During her time in SE Asia, Petrina was fortunate to both work and travel extensively in 

Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Myanmar. 

Petrina is keen to continue her work in water resources development and environmental valuation 

whilst also extending her expertise in the economics of climate change. She has recently completed a 

short course in the Economics of Global Warming at Edinburgh University and is particularly 

interested in contributing to Scott Wilson’s capability in climate change consulting, both in local 

markets and internationally. 

Interchange 122 [25.05.2007] 

Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link Project (A2B): Royal Assent  

The Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link Project (A2B) achieved another major milestone on 8th May when the 

enabling Parliamentary Bill was granted Royal Assent. This paves the way for construction to start 

this summer on the £350m project to provide a new commuter link between Glasgow and Edinburgh, 

thereby reducing congestion on the M8 Motorway and promoting economic regeneration in Central 

Scotland. The flagship project is being promoted by Transport Scotland and delivered on their behalf 

by Network Rail. 

Railways CEO Keith Wallace said: “This is another great example of the major multi-disciplinary 

projects which are now our core business, in two of the areas where we are currently market leaders, 

namely technical support to parliamentary bills, and Scotland.”  

Strength in Depth 

Scott Wilson are currently nearing completion of our A2B Outline Design Commission, with 150 staff 

in 12 UK Offices now involved with the project, across four divisions: Railways, Scotland and Ireland, 

Central and UK South. 

A2B is exactly the type of project where, since flotation, the Scott Wilson Group is increasingly seen 

by key clients as a genuine ‘One Stop Shop’ providing the full range of engineering design and related 

consultancy services for major projects in our four Market Sectors of Transport, Property, 

Environment and Natural Resources. A2B covers all of these: a new environmentally friendly railway 

running through a former coal mining area, stimulating massive property development  

Current Services 

Services currently being provided on A2B include the following, with some Railway TLA’s explained 

for the uninitiated! (TLA= Three Letter Acronym) All Railway Disciplines: OLE (Overhead Line 

Electrification), E&P (Electrical and Plant) and S&T (Signalling and Telecomms) and of course 

Permanent Way (Track) 

Civil Engineering disciplines: Bridges, Geotechnical, Highways, Cycle Paths, Environment & Ecology, 

Stations and Car Parks. 

Future Opportunities 

As the project moves into the detailed design and construction phase - and always depending on our 

delivery performance at this stage - there may be opportunities in a wider range of ‘added value’ / 

specialist areas: 

Architecture and landscape planning; Noise and Vibration (acoustic noise barriers); Pavement 

Engineering (Optimisation of track bed design); Virtual Reality / 3D Modelling (Construction Planning / 

Driver Training / Signal Sighting); Laser Scanning Survey Technology; Building Structures Design (4 

new stations and 2 depots). John Campbell, Senior Project Manager, Railways  

mailto:John.Campbell@scottwilson.com&subject=A2B
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Interchange 124 [08.07.2007] 

Scott Wilson Pension Scheme Member Nominated Trustees [Briggs] 

All active and pensioner members of the Scott Wilson Pension Scheme should shortly receive a 

communication inviting nominations for two Member Nominated Trustees (MNTs). The Scheme is 

seeking two MNTs as Susan Briggs and Geoff Leatham are approaching the end of their current 

appointments. Any individuals interested in becoming a MNT need to be either active or pensioner 

members of the Scott Wilson Pension Scheme.  

If you are interested in becoming a MNT and do not receive the e-mail communication on this subject 

within two weeks please contact Christine Haines in Basingstoke on 01256 310211 who will provide 

the appropriate information. Geoff French, Group Chairman  

Interchange 125 [15.06.2007] 

Bridging the Gap - Digital Media Team Belfast [Wilson] 

Scott Wilson is continually growing and with recent acquisitions comes new areas of expertise. With 

the continued development of computer technology, the use of digital media techniques is now being 

applied to a much wider field of activities outside traditional architectural design. 

The former Ferguson McIlveen Belfast office has a specialist in-house Digital Media team who can 

produce photorealistic virtual images, photomontages, fly-through animations, Real Time Interactive 

files, city files and interactive CD/DVD ROMs, which are increasingly being used by every discipline in 

the company. These files are becoming a useful element in all phases of the design process. 

 

Paul Wilson, Digital Media Manager says “The aim of these visualisations should be to enhance the 

communication between all interested parties, which can lead to new forms of discussion and further 

ideas to be explored. Today it is becoming a necessity for clients to visualise the end result rather 

than a complex mass of lines on A0 paper”. 
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Schemes that directly affect the public can be transformed into a digital image, animation or Real 

Time Interactive file, allowing the public to visualise the design intent, therefore bridging the gap 

between 2D plans and the realisation of what actually can be achieved. The team has produced a 

series of dynamic Real Time Interactive visualisations, allowing people to virtually navigate through a 

3D environment using a mouse, joystick or keyboard, and requiring no additional software to run the 

interactive file. 

 

With the introduction of a new road, structure, wind farm or urban regeneration scheme for example, 

the public can see how the proposal will change their landscape. This process will enhance public 

participation as they will have the ability to interpret the information and can reduce immediate 

objection to proposed schemes. 

Due to the complex nature of the constantly changing tools available for visualisations and the degree 

of specialised technical knowledge required, it can be an expensive additional cost in the client’s 

budget. However, clients are also becoming increasingly aware of the practical benefits of seeing their 

project develop and can allow them to make decisions with less risk involved and increase their 

confidence of success. These distinct advantages mean clients are becoming more willing to cover 

the costs. 

ICE N Region 5-a-side Competition [Newcastle; Middlesbrough; Donaldson; McQuillan; 

Richardson; Bunn; Buckley; Newlove; Metcalfe] 

 

Integration and entente-cordiale took a giant leap forward for the Newcastle and Middlesbrough 

offices of Scott Wilson when a combined soccer team entered the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) 

Annual 5-a-side competition last month, held in Gateshead. 

Fielding a truly international squad - with possibly the oldest ever player to participate in the 

competition - and boasting the tournament’s most colourful manager, the team did themselves proud, 

going out only in the semi-finals to the eventual winners (who themselves had reached the National 

finals last year). A friendly knock about, and trying to score, with the only all-girls’ team prior to the 

semi-final had no debilitating effect whatsoever! 

A late fitness test ruled out Scotsman Murray Donaldson (Newcastle office) as a player so he took 

over the colourful role of Manager and with his multi-coloured shirt and ‘Guinness’ hat was an 

inspiration to the spectators if not the team (see photo). Spanish International Ignacio Herrero and 

Northern Ireland’s Patrick (Hugh Grant look-alike) McQuillan (both Middlesbrough office) teamed up 

well with gifted midfielder Robert Richardson and goal poacher Carl Bunn - both fellow Teessiders, 

whilst ‘Geordie-boy’ Tony (‘The Cat’) Buckley produced an inspirational 5 minutes in goal (during half 

time!). 
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Meanwhile, up front, SAGA-lout Robin Newlove (now in his prime – or should that be ‘primeval’, 59th 

year) caused havoc with his arthritis if nothing else!  

Although that was the first time the players had come together as a team, better things are anticipated 

for the next competition as the two offices have now started a regular series of Tyne-Tees derby 

matches. Rumours that OU Director Steve Metcalfe is to come out of retirement if he can fix a deal 

with Sky Sports are said to be unfounded, but he has been seen lately pounding the streets in his 

track suit. The squad would be happy to take on challenges from any other Scott Wilson Team. 

Interchange 127 [21.06.2007] 

Edinburgh to St Andrews cycle in aid of 

LEPRA [Bathgate] 

LEPRA is an organisation which raises funds to 

support research into leprosy and offers support 

to those who suffer from it. Scotland and Ireland 

Division's ''fittest'' 60 year old, Gordon Bathgate, 

learned to cycle in Edinburgh at the age of 4yrs. 

He arrived in St Andrews at 3.15pm, 68 miles to 

the north, on Saturday 16 June. Although the 

atrocious rain and wind conditions at times made 

it feel like it had taken 56 years to arrive, it was in 

fact 5.5 hrs, 1.75 hrs behind the fastest finishers.  

Appropriately enough, the photo captures GB arriving at the finish outside the Royal and Ancient (Mrs 

Bathgate's sense of humour), but what can't be seen is the height of the waves crashing on to the 

shore just out of shot. 

Gordon sends sincere thanks to the kind and generous who nobly sponsored him in support of LEP. 
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Interchange 129 [13.07.2007] 

New Young Vice-Chair for IStructE Roger Knipe, Belfast office, has been 

appointed as the National Vice-Chair of the Young Members' Panel of the 

Institution of Structural Engineers. 

The Panel represents the views of younger members of IStructE within the 

profession and develops initiatives to benefit those members. 

Roger joined the company as a Graduate Structural Engineer in 2006 and has 

been involved in numerous high profile schemes including various projects at the 

Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast and the New Downe Hospital in Downpatrick. 

The Institution of Structural Engineers Young Members’ Panel has been increasing the awareness 

and interest of young people in the profession demonstrating the benefits of membership and the 

industry in general. The Panel continuously reflects on ways in which the industry and Institution can 

be brought to the attention of a wider, younger audience. 

Congratulations to Roger who will act as Vice-Chair over the next two years. 

Interchange 130 [20.07.2007]  

GDDKiA Tour the Scotland and Ireland Division [Bathgate] 

GDDKiA, a major client of Scott Wilson, is the Polish equivalent of Transport Scotland and the 

Highways Agency. The Scotland and Ireland Division was delighted to introduce GDDKiA to D & B 

procurement in Scotland and Ireland and to a tour of major construction sites (24.6-01.07 07). 

                                                                                                                                         

                                 

Contact Gordon Bathgate, Glasgow 

 

Interchange 134 [17.08.2007]  

The Silver Twister: M8 Harthill Footbridge [Bathgate; Boothman; Bickett] 

In November 2006 Scott Wilson Scotland Limited were commissioned by Transport Scotland to assist 

them in the procurement of an iconic “gateway” footbridge at Harthill Services on the M8, midway 

between Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

The structural form of the replacement footbridge is a spectacular helical truss with a main span of 70 

metres. In light of the unusual nature of the structure, Scott Wilson were required to undertake a 

preliminary design of the structure to confirm that it was structurally achievable and would not become 

another ‘wobbly’ bridge. This included dynamic analysis of the structure under pedestrian excitation. 

mailto:Gordon.Bathgate@scottwilson.com&subject=GDDKiA
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Scott Wilson also undertook the preparation of Contract Documents, administered the D&B 

Competition and arranged a Ground Investigation contract. The Ground Investigation contract was 

more extensive than originally envisaged due to the unexpected discovery by the diligent SWSL 

geotechnical team of a sizeable mineshaft located close to the proposed foundations. Its approximate 

location was known from historic records, but with the footbridge position fixed, it became a priority to 

accurately locate the mineshaft. This was achieved using geophysics, probing with a lightweight rig 

and coring with a rotary rig. Fortunately, the mineshaft was not sufficiently close to the main span 

supports to render the project impractical, but a robust treatment of the mineshaft will be required. 

With obvious health & safety issues, the difficulties associated with the unexpected mineshaft proved 

to be as demanding as those of the footbridge. 

Tenders were received on 10th August, with Contract Award in November. The helix will be 

constructed in a fabrication yard and is unlikely to be transported to site until summer 2008, with 

completion forecast for November 2008. Scott Wilson will have continued involvement throughout the 

project, acting as Engineer. 

Danny Boothman is Project Manager for this unusual and exciting project, ably assisted by Anthony 

Gannon and Mark Graham, while Geotechnical input was from Stewart Proud and Lynn Masterson. 

Contractual advice was provided by Gordon Bathgate and Alex Bickett. Assistance was also provided 

by Edinburgh Planning & Environmental and Matlock Lighting. Suzanne O’Toole of our Belfast office 

created a website for the project, from which the figures are taken. Danny Boothman, Glasgow 

Interchange 135 [24.08.2007] 

Deirdre Black: Principal Landscape Architect Dublin: President Irish Landscape Institute the 

representative body for landscape architects in Ireland. Deirdre has a long association with the 

Institute, having acted as a Council member for a number of years and as co-

editor of Landscape Ireland, the Institute’s quarterly publication. We wish her well 

in her endeavours to raise the profile of the landscape profession, representing 

Irish Landscape Architects at political, academic and business events, and in her 

aims to highlight landscape issues within Ireland during her term of office. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Danny.Boothman@scottwilson.com?subject=Silver%20Twister
http://89.206.164.209/newsletter/interchange/2007/17082007/SilverTwister1b.jpg
http://89.206.164.209/newsletter/interchange/2007/17082007/SilverTwister2b.jpg
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Interchange 137 [07.09.2007] 

Diploma in Programme/Project Management for Brian Summers: Newcastle 

Brian Summers, a Senior Assistant Engineer based in our Newcastle office, has recently been 

awarded a 'Diploma in Programme and Project Management'. The course is designed to meet the 

needs of managers responsible for programmes or projects, and who wish to extend their skills and 

knowledge to embrace a number of project, and programme, management disciplines. 

Brian completed The Chartered Management Institute course through Darlington College/Teesside 

University Business Schools, and has since become a full member of their society carrying the letters 

MCMI. Congratulations Brian! 

Interchange 138 [14.09.2007 

 

Edinburgh welcomes Stephen Clark to their expanding Ecology Team. 

Stephen has joined as a Graduate Ecologist from Earth Calling where he 

undertook a range of conservation activities from habitat creation and 

management to the education of school children. He also worked for Scott 

Wilson earlier this year as a fieldworker on the Agri-Environment Monitoring 

Project managed by the Edinburgh office. He also brings to Scott Wilson a 

wealth of reptile and amphibian knowledge gained from over 10 years 

experience of captive stock. 

Stephen has an honours degree in Zoology from Edinburgh University and an 

MSc in Wildlife Biology & Conservation from the Napier University. Stephen’s work experience to date 

has been around Scotland where he has worked and volunteered on a variety of conservation 

projects. As a keen naturalist Stephen has gained a wide knowledge of British wildlife through 

volunteering and personal interest and is looking forward to applying and developing his skills as part 

of the Ecology team. 

Interchange 142 [12.10.2007] 

Waverley Rail Project Scottish Borders - issued to the London Stock Exchange 

Scott Wilson has been appointed by the Scottish Borders Council as Engineering Advisor for the 

Waverley Railway Project.  

The value of the contract to Scott Wilson, with the inclusion of call-off services, is expected to be up to 

£9 million over the duration of the project. Waverley Railway is expected to be opened for service in 

the winter of 2011. 

The role of Engineering Advisor includes the provision of multi-disciplinary design, requirements 

definition, reference design and construction supervision and work starts immediately. 

The Waverley Railway Project is a 47km rail link from the existing Edinburgh Crossrail scheme at 

Newcraighall to Tweedbank in the Central Borders and includes seven new stations. The line will 

serve a combined population approaching 200,000 in the Scottish Borders and Midlothian, two of only 

three mainland areas in Scotland not currently served by a passenger railway. It will provide an 

effective public transport link to enable residents of these areas access to important employment, 

education, health and leisure opportunities.  

The Waverley Railway Project is managed by a partnership comprising Scottish Borders Council, 

Midlothian Council, City of Edinburgh Council and Transport Scotland. As Engineering Advisor, Scott 

Wilson is one of a number of Specialist Advisors involved in the scheme. 



Doc 12.56: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 11: The Interchange Years 2005-2009                                                      
JP McCafferty 

62 
 

Geoff French, Scott Wilson Chairman, comments, “We are pleased to be awarded this contract win 

which reaffirms our reputation for delivering major multi-disciplinary rail projects. We look forward to 

contributing to this project and working closely with the partnership. 

Interchange 143 [19.10.2007] 

Architectural Award for White Star House Belfast [Leaker] 

 

Architects from the Beechill House office in Belfast 

are delighted to have gained a Commercial 

Architecture Award for their prestigious design of 

White Star House office accommodation in Belfast’s 

Titanic Quarter. It is one of only twenty buildings to 

receive such an award in the UK and the only one 

from Northern Ireland. White Star House sits within a 

vast 185 acre site which is planned to undergo the 

largest waterfront urban regeneration in Europe at an 

estimated cost of £1billion. 

Project Architect, Trevor Leaker, comments “White Star House is a stimulating structure that 

authentically connects to ship building and the rich history of the site. It also successfully delivers a 

sustainable, contemporary design that is flexible in meeting the changing needs of our Client”. 

The Commercial Architecture Awards is a new concept to celebrate quality architectural work 

completed within the UK commercial sector to include offices, housing, leisure, mixed use and retail 

projects. Projects are celebrated for creating innovative quality architectural design whilst balancing 

the commercial needs of the Client. 

White Star House makes a bold statement that is easily incorporated into 

the Client’s ethos of technological innovation. The building combines 

industrial and shipping themes with the overall form echoing that of a 

shipyard gantry, under which the Titanic was built. Three prow-shaped 

support pillars at the main entrance replicate the prows of the Titanic 

above the waterline which is complemented internally with bare wire, 

metal and concrete. 

The Award scheme comments “Its references to the ship building 

industry and White Star Shipping Line’s history are appropriately 

understated; yet give a building that has a strong and relevant identity. 

Combined with this, its excellent sustainability credentials make it a 

worthy winner”. 

White Star House, part of the Northern Ireland Science Park’s 

technology site, has already been recognised as an inspirational example for its sustainability efforts 

including the use of groundwater extraction for cooling.    Contact Trevor Leaker on 028 9070 5111. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Trevor.Leaker@scottwilson.com?subject=Architectural%20Award
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Interchange 145 [02.11.2007] 

Inns of Court public space opens in Belfast [Doherty] 

 

The Lower Chichester Street Enhancement Scheme in 

Belfast was officially opened this month. The scheme is 

vital in providing a key visual and physical link between the 

river front and Belfast City Centre. 

Scott Wilson designed the street scheme in order to create 

a high quality, contemporary pedestrian friendly space with 

the atmosphere of ‘Inns of Court’. The new upgraded area 

has to integrate comfortably with the surrounding 

buildings, representing the main legal quarter of Belfast. 

As the area was deemed a ‘high risk’ zone during Northern 

Ireland’s most turbulent years, the area was closed to 

traffic, protected by security personnel and had a negative 

atmosphere for pedestrians. The reopening of the street 

marks yet another significant stage in Belfast’s 

regeneration. 

Clare Doherty, Scott Wilson’s Landscape Architect for the 

scheme commented “the aim of this prestigious project is 

to improve the overall attractiveness of this important 

route. Pedestrian experiences are enhanced with raised 

formal grass areas, enclosed by box hedging to divide pedestrians from the new dedicated bus route”. 

The open space with elegant trees offers a defined character to the busy street that has constant 

movement linking the Court buildings and now offers improved pedestrian access to Belfast City 

Centre. 

Quality materials have been used throughout to complement the impressive historic and new 

buildings along the street, including the Royal Courts of Justice, Laganside Magistrates Court and Bar 

Library. Caithness stone ties in with the Laganside character and decorative lighting provide a 

welcoming atmosphere in the evening.                                                          

Scott Wilson Wins Airdrie - Bathgate Contract [Jeffrey]  

(reported to the London Stock Exchange 29 October) 

Scott Wilson Railways is delighted to announce the award of a major contract extension for the 

Airdrie-Bathgate project (also known as A2B), a major railway re-opening project in Scotland funded 

by Transport Scotland. The £300m route will provide an alternative to the existing route between 

Glasgow and Edinburgh, and journey opportunities for the intermediate communities of Airdrie, 

Caldercruix, Armadale, Bathgate, Livingston and Uphall. 

This £10.6m fee commission for detailed design for structures, stations, depots, earthworks, 

highways, cycleways and plain line and S&C permanent way puts Scott Wilson in Network Rail’s Top 

10 Enhancement Suppliers List. The commission is fundamental to Network Rail’s delivery of the 

project for a target opening at the end of 2010. In tandem with the detailed design, Scott Wilson is 

also responsible for the production of technical inputs to assist Network Rail’s procurement of 

contractors who will construct the railway and associated works.  
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We are pleased that several Scott Wilson divisions are involved on this commission, namely Scott 

Wilson Railways, Scott Wilson Scotland and Ireland and Central Division. Staff briefings have 

commenced and will be rolled out across the project team over the next few weeks. 

The project involves 22km of reinstated railway which will be double-tracked and electrified, new 

stations at Caldercruix and Armadale, the relocation/re-design of Bathgate and Drumgelloch stations, 

two new depots, relocation of a cycleway, alternative road layouts and the renewal, repair and 

addition of structures to accommodate the railway. 

Gail Jeffrey, Project Director for the Airdrie-Bathgate project, comments “This is a challenging project, 

which will require good team co-ordination to ensure that we produce a fully integrated detailed 

design. Cost and programme control are paramount to the delivery of this project, as Network Rail 

has set incentive payments for achievement of target cost and programme milestones on which our 

profit is based.”                                                                     Contact Gail Jeffrey on 0141 354 5693  

Pre 25 Oct-Close Statement to London Stock Exchange [McLay Collier Acquisition] 

“Scott Wilson Group plc (“Scott Wilson” or “the Group”), the international consultancy offering 

integrated professional services in the transportation, property, environment and natural resources 

sectors, today issues a pre-close statement prior to the announcement of its interim results for the 26 

weeks ending 28 October 2007, due to be announced on 12 December 2007. 

During the period, the Group has continued to make strong progress. This has been driven by 

ongoing high levels of demand in all our main market sectors together with the benefits of recent 

acquisitions. We have also achieved further improvements to operating margins, in particular in the 

International Division. 

The major new project wins secured in the first half of the year have maintained our order book at 

record levels and will help to sustain strong organic growth in line with our strategic plan. 

The two acquisitions made in the first half, DCL Consulting Engineers Ltd and McLay Collier continue 

to perform in line with internal forecasts. 

The Board is, therefore, confident of reporting interim results consistent with current market 

expectations for the full year.” Footnote: See Benchmark Oct 2007 for background. JP McCafferty. 

Newcastle Goes Greener [Dawson; Kirk] 

Scott Wilsons Newcastle office has recently produced a Green Travel Plan to encourage staff and 

visitors to Scottish Provident House to choose more sustainable methods of travel to and from the 

office and sites. 

Green Travel Planning has increasingly become an 

important issue with local authorities requiring both 

residential and/or office travel plans for all new planning 

applications, to reinforce the objectives of the new 

Regional Spatial Strategies and the new Local Transport 

Plans (LTP 2’s). Having produced green travel plans for 

developers such as Bellway Homes and with the 

backdrop of Scott Wilson’s goal to be carbon neutral by 

2012, it was important that the Newcastle office 

developed a Green Travel Plan as an example of best 

practice and to reinforce the company’s environment 

policy. 

 



Doc 12.56: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 11: The Interchange Years 2005-2009                                                      
JP McCafferty 

65 
 

Geoff French visited Scottish Provident House recently and lent his support to the plan. (See picture: 

L to R Garry Dawson, Geoff French, and Paul Kirk). 

The Plan itself will not only provide a platform for encouraging both current and future employees to 

think more sustainably, but will also set an example to clients for whom Scott Wilson can develop 

travel plans and handle the role of Travel Plan Coordinator. 

Scott Wilson Belfast Donates Thousands to WaterAid [Sofley; McCusker] 

Scott Wilson’s Beechill House office in Belfast was pleased to hand over a cheque to international 

charity WaterAid to support their mission of overcoming poverty in the world’s poorest regions. 

The team of Architects, Civil & Structural Engineers and Landscape Architects raised a total of £4,653 

after taking part in WaterAid’s Munro Challenge in Scotland during the summer. The Munro Challenge 

sees teams of volunteers attempting to be on the summits of all the mountains over 3000ft 

simultaneously in the UK and Ireland. The event can see some of the toughest walking challenges, 

especially in the Highlands. 

Frank Stewart, WaterAid’s representative who collected the cheque, said “As a charity we depend on 

the efforts of volunteers and with the money donated by Scott Wilson, WaterAid could successfully 

provide clean water for 310 people for the rest of their lives”. 

 
Frank Stewart from WaterAid is presented with the cheque 

by Heather Sofley and Karol McCusker in Belfast. 

 

Interchange 146 [09.11.2007] 

Sod Cutting: Lisnaskea Emmetts Gaelic Athletic Association Fermanagh [McConnell] 

 

Scott Wilson attended the official sod-cutting 

ceremony this week at Lisnaskea Emmetts 

Gaelic Athletic Association marking the start of 

construction of the Club’s new training pitch in 

County Fermanagh.  

Michael McConnell, Project Manager for the 

scheme based in the Belfast office comments 

“The aim of this new sand carpet training pitch 

is to substantially alleviate the over use of the 

Club’s existing pitch, which is used by both the 

football and hurling teams”. Lisnaskea Emmetts 
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GAA Club commented, “We are very pleased with Scott Wilson’s input so far in designing our new 

training pitch. The pitch will have a tremendous impact on the Club and the local community when it is 

completed in 2009”. 

The Belfast based team has had great success in the past with their expertise in pitch design. The 

office has also proved successful with their innovative architectural design of pavilions and club 

houses along with the structural design of sports grandstands. The team has particular expertise in 

synthetic sports surfaces having been involved in their design and supervision since the 1990s. They 

are at the forefront of design innovations and are knowledgeable in all of the latest developments in 

this technology, including third generation rubber infill synthetic pitches. They have also worked on 

natural turf surfaces over the past 30 years and have built up an unrivalled depth and breadth of 

experience. This includes surfaces for football, rugby, Gaelic hockey, bowling, cricket and tennis.  

3D Design Software Launch Belfast [Wilson] 

Paul Wilson of our Belfast office was delighted to be a guest speaker at the launch of new prestigious 

software, to aid the design industry last month. 

Scott Wilson has been working alongside French 

software developers and market leaders in 3D 

technology, Bionatics, to produce ‘LandSIM3D’ for 

the past two years. Scott Wilson’s Digital Media 

Team has made groundbreaking steps in this field. 

This pioneering software will revolutionise the 

design industry offering a great opportunity for 

architectural, engineering and urban planning 

consultants to visualise geographically large 

schemes in an easy and convenient manner. 

Paul Wilson, Digital Manager comments “This 

software makes it possible to view GIS and aerial photos in an accurate 3D model into which projects 

- be it an infrastructure, building or public realm scheme - can be inserted” 

The benefits of the software can be astonishing, with 3D landscapes having the capability of being 

viewed by consultants after only several hours work. This allows consultants and clients to gain a 

better understanding of the scheme at first hand, study the possible alternatives available and 

evaluate the environmental implications of the new 

development over time. 

Most importantly, the 3D landscape is a completely 

accurate method of presenting data for large 

complex schemes. This can be particularly useful for 

presenting schemes to non-construction 

professionals, such as in a public enquiry. 

Northern Ireland Roads Service was the first client to 

have seen this software in use when Scott Wilson 

created a 3D model of a large scale 6.7km road of 

key strategic and economic importance within 

Northern Ireland. The 3D model incorporates precise 

details of current landscape terrain, commercial property and residential land with proposed new 

single and dual carriageway, roundabouts, bridges and pedestrian footbridges. The model also 

pinpoints the environmental implications relating to special ecological or heritage sites. 

Contact Paul Wilson. 
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Carolyn Cowan has joined the Edinburgh Ecology Team as a Graduate 

Ecologist. Carolyn has an honours degree in Marine & Environmental Biology 

from the University of St Andrews and an MSc in Tropical Coastal 

Management from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Carolyn’s work experience to date has taken her abroad to assess the effects 

of global warming on coral reef systems and, closer to home, she has worked 

with the National Trust for Scotland on a variety of nature conservation and 

environmental education projects. As a keen naturalist, hiker and wildlife 

photographer, Carolyn spends much time outdoors and is continually gaining 

an understanding of British wildlife. She is looking forward to developing her 

skills and applying her knowledge as a part of the Ecology team in Edinburgh. 

 

 

Interchange 148 [23.11.2007] 

The Park – Ballymacool Donegal [Wilson] 

An integrated team within our Belfast office is working alongside a private developer to design and 

market a high-end mixed use development in Co 

Donegal. 

Ballymacool Park is marketed as one of Ireland’s 

most exquisite housing developments. In the 

quiet surroundings of Ballymacool in Letterkenny, 

this housing development is discreet, desirable 

and situated amongst woodland areas with open 

space and views over the river valley. These 

unique dwellings have significant gardens and 

landscaped features to provide residents with a 

distinctive lifestyle experience.  

Our Town Planners and Landscape Architects 

were originally commissioned to develop a 

masterplan and obtain planning permission for the site. The Digital Media Team is now taking this a 

stage further to help the client maximise the desirability of this residential development. 

The masterplan for the 30 hectare site includes a total of 555 residential units comprising of detached, 

semi-detached, terraced housing and apartments with the inclusion of an 8 hectare park. The 

development will also include commercial units, a healthcare centre, crèche and allocation for a future 

school. 

The Digital Media team are producing an array of 

high quality visualisations and create virtual tours 

of the development. Highly realistic interior and 

exterior animations can be incorporated into a 

branded DVD presentation. Combining voice-

overs and soundtracks with imagery adds an extra 

dimension to property marketing. 

Using the latest technology developed from 

military applications, interactive files can be 
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produced which allow the prospective buyer to freely move around the housing scheme, change the 

colour and finishes of the interior décor and, more importantly, get an overall feel for the lifestyle 

associated with the development. Contact Paul Wilson Digital Media Manager. 

New Development For Corrymeela Ballycastle 

The official launch has taken place marking the 

start of construction of a new £1.4m volunteer 

residential centre for the Corrymeela Community. 

Situated on an exposed coastal strip in one of the 

most beautiful areas of Northern Ireland, 

Corrymeela’s latest development will enjoy 

spectacular views towards Rathlin Island. 

Our Architects, Landscape Architects and Civil & 

Structural Engineers for the scheme have a long 

history of working with Corrymeela having been 

involved in the overall redevelopment of the site, 

including the design of the Main House and 

Community Centre. The new development has been designed with the aim of integrating into the 

scenic landscape overlooking Ballycastle beach and providing innovative yet homely accommodation. 

The new building will offer 16 bedrooms of varying sizes, a dining area, study, television room and a 

lounge to accommodate the many volunteers visiting the centre. It has been designed to a very high 

specification with a strong focus on accessibility throughout for people visiting the centre with mobility 

difficulties. 

The modern building has a contemporary feel with white rendered walls, a slate roof, hardwood 

window frames and timber cladding. It also contains high spec glazing, solar panels and will utilise 

spring water for the bathroom facilities when completed next September. 

The new accommodation will offer a home from home with a warm and friendly feel for up to 400 

volunteers who visit yearly from all over the world. Volunteers can use the accommodation for 

anything from 3 weeks up to a year, helping out with the numerous Corrymeela programmes held for 

the 7000 people who participate yearly in areas relating to community, youth, faith, school and 

international work.  

 

 

 

Welcome to Nickolas Collins who recently joined Newcastle office 

after completing his degree in Civil and Structural Engineering at Newcastle 

University. He is originally from Nottingham but liked the North East so much 

decided to stay.   He likes scuba diving and skis as often as possible. 

mailto:paul.g.wilson@scottwilson.com?subject=Ballymacool
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Interchange 150 [07.12.2007]  

Newcastle Welcomes Chris Taylor [Fix to Heading 2] 

 

 

Chris, a Senior Engineer, has been working in structural engineering for 36 

years and joins us from Gateshead Council where he was site engineer on the 

Gateshead Millennium Bridge 

Chris is interested in motor racing and also likes to play golf and cycle. 

 

Interchange 151 [14.12.2007] 

Newcastle University Visit Blue House Bridge 

Replacement North Tyneside [Buckley et al] 

Staff from Scott Wilson’s Newcastle office promoted the 

company to future engineers through a site visit to a 

bridge replacement project on a busy Tyneside road.  

On the 4th of December, over 40 students from 

Newcastle University visited Blue House East Bridge 

Replacement in North Tyneside. The £3M scheme, 

designed in Scott Wilson’s Newcastle office, will 

replace the existing under-strength bridge carrying the 

A1058 Coast Road from Newcastle to Tynemouth. The 

undergraduates from the School of Civil Engineering 

and Geosciences were shown around the site and given the chance to ask questions. Tony Buckley, 

Iain Calder and Andrew Tryon from the design team in the Newcastle office, were present to answer 

questions. Andrew Tryon, Newcastle. 

 

Interchange 152 [21.12.2007] 

Season’s Greetings [McLay Collier acquisition; French] 

I would like to extend Season’s Greetings to every member of our staff around the world, now almost 

6000 in total. 

Scott Wilson has never been bigger, better or stronger than it is today. Our interim results for 2007/8 

which have just been issued (faster than ever before) have set new records and all shareholders on 

the register on 25.1.08 will be receiving an interim dividend of 1.2p per share on 22.2.08. 

What is particularly exciting is the range of projects on which we are working – and the range of skills 

that we now have. In addition we are increasingly able to call on the staff skills and resources from 

around the world to provide the best possible service to our clients, wherever they are operating. 

The acquisitions earlier this year of DCL Consulting and McLay Collier and our newly established 

office in Brisbane, Australia have further strengthened our capabilities. 

mailto:Andrew.Tryon@scottwilson.com?subject=Newcastle%20University


Doc 12.56: Scott Wilson Scotland: A History: Vol 11: The Interchange Years 2005-2009                                                      
JP McCafferty 

70 
 

2007 has, once again, been the most successful year in our history and with your continuing support 

2008 should be even better. 

Thanks again for all your efforts.                         Geoff French, Group Chairman 

 

Interchange 155 [25.01.2008  

New Year Honours List 2008 [Steve Metcalfe QVM] 

Congratulations to Steve Metcalfe, the Newcastle Office Director who has been 

awarded the Queens Volunteer Reserves Medal in the 2008 New Years Honours 

List. 

After 32 years with the TA Steve has risen to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 

the Corps of Royal Engineers.  He is shortly about to complete an extended tour 

of duty with the Army Officer Selection Board at Westbury where he has led the 

integration of TA and Regular Army officer selection.  His assumes his next 

military appointment in March 2008 as a staff officer in the headquarters of 170 

Infrastructure Support Group at Chilwell, Nottingham. 

There are only 13 QVRM awards made in any one year, and they are presented only to members of 

the Volunteer Reserves of all 3 Armed Services for exemplary meritorious service in the conduct of 

their duties. The QVRM is a Level 3 award and ranks in precedence immediately after the Queen's 

Gallantry Medal and the Royal Victorian Medal and is the first award dedicated to Volunteer Reserves 

that attracts attendance at an Investiture at Buckingham Palace/Holyrood Palace with Her Majesty the 

Queen. 

Steve's friends and colleagues in the North East send their congratulations and best wishes. 

Hopefully his wife Annette’s search for a suitable hat will not result in his premature bankruptcy! 

 

Interchange 160 [29.02.2008] 

RTPI Northern Ireland Sustainable Planning Award 

Scott Wilson gained recognition at the Royal Town 

Planning Institute’s annual dinner after being awarded the 

first ever ‘Northern Ireland Sustainable Planning Award’ for 

the design of The Orchard Building at Stranmillis 

University College. The Sustainable Planning Award, run 

jointly by the RTPI and the RSPB, seeks to raise the profile 

of sustainable planning and biodiversity issues and was 

presented by Northern Ireland’s Environment Minister 

Arlene Foster. 

Situated within a scenic 18 hectare woodland site, the 

sustainable Orchard Building provides facilities for Art & 

Design, Health & Leisure, Technology & Design and 

Physical Education. Scott Wilson has a long history with 

the College and for this latest scheme acted as the Client’s 

Technical Advisor, providing Architecture, Structural & Civil 

Engineering and Landscape services. 
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Trevor Leaker, Architectural Technical Director commented “As we 

are committed to a sustainable agenda in the design of all our 

buildings and see it as an integral part of how we practice we are 

delighted that the Orchard Building has been recognised in this way”. 

The new 3 storey educational facility has teaching spaces which are 

designed to achieve natural lighting through extensive glazing. 

External Cedar louvres provide solar shading light shelves to all 

windows reflect daylight deeper into the plan area and within the 

seminar rooms sun pipes achieve enhanced day lighting. Artificial 

lighting is low energy, with movement detectors where natural 

lighting is not possible. The heating system is underfloor throughout 

and rainwater is recycled for grey water uses. 

The College has been incrementally improving energy efficiencies 

throughout the campus, so from the outset of the design process a central aim was to produce a 

flagship building for sustainability, exceeding current statutory requirements. Close design 

collaboration throughout the process between the whole project team has resulted in a building which 

has achieved a BREEAM rating of VERY GOOD. 

Throughout the demolition process the contractor worked closely with The Environment and Heritage 

Service to monitor badger, bat and squirrel activity to ensure there was no impact on wildlife. A 

recovery of 75% of existing building materials was achieved during demolition. 

This will hopefully stand as a model and educational tool for other schools and colleges in how 

sustainable technologies can be used effectively to benefit the environment. 

 

Scott Wilson Belfast Recognised In Digital Awards 2008 [Wilson] 

 

Scott Wilson’s Digital Animators have been recognised in the prestigious Digital Media Awards 2008. 

This event seeks to elevate awareness of the emerging Digital Media sector in Ireland and showcase 

the entrants’ work across a broad spectrum of categories. This is the first award Scott Wilson has 

entered as Digital Animators and is very pleased to have been so successful out of over 350 initial 

entries. 

The Digital Media team in Belfast entered their innovative design package for the Trauma Centre at 

The Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast which incorporates 3d flyover animations, photomontages 

and interactive DVD’s, gaining a place in the top five entries. They also gained a Commendation for 
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their interactive 3D animation of the 6.7km A6 dual carriageway, a key strategic and economic route 

through Northern Ireland which is designed using the latest design technology, LandSIM. 

Paul Wilson, Digital Media Manager has commented, “We are very honoured to have gained 

recognition in the Digital Media Awards as a company able to produce creative, pioneering and 

innovative designs within the digital industry”. 

Paul’s team also recently attended the Imagina 3D event in Monaco as expert guest speakers for the 

second year running. Imagina is the European 3D Community Event offering an innovative range of 

exhibits, discussions and conferences on the latest advancing technologies. 

New Theatre and 

Cinemas for 

Inverness 

Structural Engineers 

in our Edinburgh 

office were 

commissioned to 

refurbish the original 

1976 theatre 

complex and 

adjacent Grade ‘A’ 

listed Bishop’s Palace of 1876 in Inverness. The scheme involved 

construction of a new 250-seat theatre, 2No 100-seat cinemas, a number 

of rehearsal studios and a three-storey dressing room block to provide 

enhanced and modern facilities for Eden Court. 

The new theatre and cinemas were constructed predominately using in-situ reinforced concrete with 

exposed concrete finishes internally in public areas, whilst the dressing room block is a steel framed 

structure with precast concrete floors. 

The main structural works in the 1976 building involved the removal at ground level of part of the 

concrete wall that provides support to the auditorium to form the new kitchen and toilet facilities, whilst 

major structural works were required within the Bishop’s Palace to replace a large percentage of the 

floor joists, install a new lift and staircase and repairs to external masonry and timber elements. 

The new facilities opened at the end of 2007 just in time for the pantomime season! 

Interchange 161 [07.03.2008] 

A66 Temple Sowerby Bypass Cumbria gains further success! [Frew; Forshaw] 

A66 Temple Sowerby Bypass has recently been awarded another prestigious award, gaining the 

Institution of Civil Engineers North West Community Award 2008. This follows on from the ‘Target 

Zero’ Safety Award presented by Highways Agency in 2007. 

The ICE Community Award recognises a civil engineering project that demonstrates a clear benefit to 

society and improves the quality of life for people who use it or are directly affected by it. This is 

particularly applicable for the A66 Temple Sowerby project as the new bypass allows a faster safer 

journey for those using the trunk road and has also successfully removed 95% of all traffic and 97% of 

all HGVs allowing a complete transformation within the village. 

Alan Frew, Project Director, and John Forshaw, Project Manager, represented Scott Wilson and, 

along with other members of the project team, accepted the Community Award from ICE President, 

David Orr, at the North West dinner in Liverpool. 
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The A66 route in Cumbria is a major trans-Pennine trunk road connecting the M6 at Penrith in the 

west across to the A1 (M) in the east at Scotch Corner. The Temple Sowerby section is the latest to 

be upgraded to dual carriageway providing improved journey times and reliability along the A66. 

Temple Sowerby is a small village lying in a rural setting of high environmental sensitivity. Any route 

bypassing the village requires to cross over the River Eden, one of England’s major rivers, a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a European Designated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and 

renowned for its exceptional high level of water quality. 

Scott Wilson has been involved since early 2000, initially as Designer taking the project through 

scheme assessment stages, order publication and a public inquiry and more recently as Client’s 

Agent supervising the construction works. The scheme itself provides safe overtaking opportunities 

and a much needed bypass for the village as the road is extensively used by HGVs and, as a 

consequence of this, the amenity of the village has suffered greatly. 

The recent award follows the presentation of the Target Zero Safety Award by the Highways Agency 

in 2007 which recognised the excellent safety record on the project during construction. The award 

acknowledged the efforts of all the main parties associated with the project and gained recognition at 

the Highways Agency’s Major Projects Conference as a scheme rewarded for the achievement of 

‘zero accidents’. 

Overall A66 Temple Sowerby has been a great success as it reflects the capabilities Scott Wilson has 

to deliver a major project, utilising a range of resources from different offices including roads 

engineering, structures, environmental, geotechnical, traffic, economic and contract administration 

skills. The success of the project was further confirmed by the award of ‘Best Project’ within the 

Scotland and Ireland Division 2007 and being short-listed for the Scott Wilson Group Award. 

Congratulations to all involved!         

 

Welcome to Rebecca Jackson who joined Newcastle office from university in September 2002 and 

became a valued member of the team. She left us a year or two ago to assist with the family business 

but happily will be returning to us soon, now as Rebecca Thompson. 

Rebecca received training as a road safety auditor and her return will boost the audit team in 

Newcastle. We provide an audit service to other offices in the Scotland and Ireland Division, both in 
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terms of undertaking audits and providing guidance throughout the process. Other members are l-r, 

Brian Summers, Richard Kilner and Gordon Philpott. 

 
Newcastle RSA Team 

Interchange 163 [21.03.2008] 

Glasgow Office City Point 2 Officially Opens 

[Hunter; Wallace] 

We are pleased to announce the official opening 

of the new regional head office in Glasgow. 

Ronnie Hunter, Scotland & Ireland CEO and Keith 

Wallace, Railways CEO, were delighted to be 

joined by Malcolm Reed, Chief Executive Officer 

of Transport Scotland who officially opened the 

new premises at a drinks reception last week. 

In his address Malcolm Reed said "I welcome 

Scott Wilson to the Transport Campus in Glasgow 

where they are co-located with Transport 

Scotland, Network Rail and The British Transport Police who keep us all in order!" 

The new offices now allow consultants from Ferguson McIlveen and McLay Collier, acquired in 

October 2006 and July 2007 respectively, to join together with members of the former office and Scott 

Wilson Railways to offer a diverse range of integrated services in Glasgow. 

Ronnie Hunter commented, "Our new Glasgow office brings together a wealth of expertise allowing us 

to continue to offer multi-disciplinary consultancy services with a commitment to deliver high quality 

and innovative solutions." 

The Glasgow team has designed and managed an abundance of high profile and award winning 

projects within Scotland including the Larkhall to Milngavie railway scheme, which gained a 

Commendation in the Saltire Society Awards and the A66 Temple Sowerby Bypass which 

recently won the ICE North West Community Award, the Target Zero Safety Award from 

Highways Agency and of course the ‘Best Project’ Award within the Scott Wilson Scotland and 

Ireland Division. 
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Other projects include the structural design of Eden Court Theatre and Cinemas in Inverness and 

landscape architecture design of the National Indoor Arena in Glasgow. 

Editor: The above relates to the office at City Point 2. The Scott Wilson Railways office at Buchanan 

House remains open. 

 

Interchange 164 [28.03.2008]                               

Market Facing Internal Management Structure [French] 

Over the last year, the Group Management Board has been reviewing how our internal management 

structure might evolve to support the delivery of our 5-Year Plan. 

As the organisation grows and becomes more diverse, both operationally and geographically, it has 

always been necessary to consider changes to maintain the effectiveness of our service delivery and 

to accommodate increase in scale. 

Consequently, during the next financial year, it is the intention, wherever appropriate, to move the 

business in the direction of market facing operational management and to take a holistic view of the 

group support functions by managing them more from the centre. 

Although much detailed work and consultation remains to be conducted during the next twelve 

months, some limited changes in reporting lines will be implemented from 1 May 2008. 

I am certain that these proposals will reinforce our current success and move the business to the next 

stage of its development.   Geoff French, Group Chairman.  March 2008 

Interchange 167 [18.04.2008] 

Royal Academy of Engineering Award for Andrew Tryon of Scott Wilson Newcastle: The award 

was made in recognition of his contribution to the Engineering Education Scheme (England), which 

aims to encourage talented students to pursue a career in Engineering. Andrew had been involved for 

six months as mentor to a team of sixth-form students from Burnside College in Wallsend. 

 
Cragside Iron Bridge, Northumberland 

 
The Students with the trophy and Andrew Tryon 

Under the scheme, Scott Wilson set the students the challenge of designing strengthening works for 

the parapets (handrails) at Lord Armstrong’s Iron Bridge at Cragside in Northumberland. The bridge 

was built 1875 and has since fallen into disrepair. After the National Trust acquired the estate, the 

bridge was shut, feared under-strength. In 2006, Scott Wilson was appointed as structural engineer to 

bring the structure back up to a condition so that it could be opened to the public. 
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The students’ project provided a practical and interesting example of the work that Engineers do 

every day: problem solving and balancing the various needs of safety, aesthetics and cost. Scott 

Wilson’s team so impressed judges that they were singled out from over 40 other teams from across 

the North of England to receive The Nissan Rose Bowl Trophy for best performance on the 

assessment day. 

 

Interchange 169 [02.05.2008] 

Congratulations to Graham McFarland of Bridges Glasgow, who has successfully attained an 

industry-wide recognised Health and Safety accreditation, the Construction Site Manager’s Safety 

Certificate. 

The Certificate represents an understanding of health and safety management on construction sites 

as it requires candidates to undertake a series of group exercises and a final exam, in which a 

minimum of 70% is required to pass. The course has not only helped with Graham’s understanding of 

health and safety management, but has also provided him with a recognised certificate of 

competence which is valid for five years. 

Graham was given the opportunity to attend the five day course run by Brian Hume of Balfour Beatty 

on behalf of the Construction Industry Training Board (CITB). This was made possible due to the 

strong links between Scott Wilson and Balfour Beatty. 

 

Interchange 170 [09.05.2008] 

Downshire Hospital Downpatrick N Ireland on Site     

[Finlay] 

Scott Wilson has been involved in designing a new 

enhanced local hospital to replace facilities which date 

back to 1836. The hospital is located within the scenic 

grounds of the historic Downshire Hospital in Downpatrick 

Northern Ireland, a site which has been associated with 

providing care to the local community for centuries. The 

ancient Struell Wells, close to the site, for example is 

famous for attracting pilgrims in search of cures from the 

waters of the wells. 

Research has proven that contact with nature improves 

the healing process and our architects in Belfast have focused on creating a ‘healing facility’. Paul 

Finlay, Architectural Director comments “We have designed the hospital so that 90% of the beds have 

views over the remarkable Estate, the Mourne Mountains or the historic Struell Wells. It is important to 

allow patients an escape from the stress associated with hospital stays and to that end we have 

created a welcoming and stimulating contemporary 

building”. 

In addition to this, our landscape architects have also 

created a range of gardens, providing both a space for 

quiet contemplation and areas to aid physical 

rehabilitation. 
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The new ultra modern 3 storey building will include a diagnostic and treatment centre, children’s 

centre, in-patient centre, maternity unit, psychiatric unit, dementia unit as well as a rehabilitation and 

resource centre creating the most modern hospital of its kind in Northern Ireland. 

Building materials have been chosen to complement the existing hospital and its rural setting. Whilst 

providing scenic vistas for all patients, the building blends with the existing formal landscape and 

provides natural daylight and ventilation throughout. Our Digital Media Team has also played a vital 

role in creating visualisations and animations of how the hospital will look when it is completed next 

spring. 

Interchange 171 [16.05.2008] 

 Gordon Bathgate, Glasgow, has been re-listed on the FDIC President’s List of Adjudicators. 

Gordon was on the President’s Inaugural List and is available to advise on all those niggling problems 

you could well do without. No, not those problems, contractual problems! 

He is also qualified to conduct arbitrations, conciliations, and to sit on Dispute Resolution Boards 

whether FIDIC, ICE or NEC styles of contract. All that’s required is the job number and stop-watch. 

Interchange 172 [23.05.2008] 

 Inverness A96-A82 Trunk Link Road Public Exhibition 

[Hutchison; McLelland; Dorman] 

Our project team took part in a public exhibition on proposals 

for the Inverness Trunk Link Road last week. The scheme 

involves linking the A96 to the east of the city with the A82 to 

the west and will effectively form a ring road round the south 

of Inverness. The exhibition provided details of the overall 

proposals but focused on obtaining public feedback on two 

alternative solutions in the Inshes area. 

Ryan Hutchison, Project Manager for the scheme, 

commented "The city has grown at a phenomenal rate in the 

past 30 years and the road infrastructure hasn’t kept up with 

the population growth and development. There is a need to upgrade the current infrastructure both to 

tackle current congestion and to support continued and future expansion of Inverness." 

The proposals at the exhibition include 'option one' which would see the road join the Southern 

Distributor Road west of the Inshes Roundabout, requiring the relocation of a major Tesco store. 

‘Option two’ would join the Southern Distributor Road at the Dellness Roundabout and would require 

the relocation of the Inshes Church of Scotland. 

Zoe McLelland, Karl Dorman and Ryan Hutchison were on hand 

to explain the route options to the public alongside Highland 

Council staff at the exhibition which was held over two days. More 

than 300 members of the public attended the exhibition. The 

Council commented that it was important to hear the views of the 

public at the event so their comments could be taken on board 

when a recommendation is delivered in the autumn. 

The estimated cost of the road, which is the central element of 

Inverness’s transport master plan, is over £120m excluding land and compensation costs. It would be 

one of the largest engineering projects seen in Inverness and the Highlands for some years. When 
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complete it will ease congestion in the city centre and support future major development both in the 

city and along the planned A96 Growth Corridor. 

 

Interchange 173 [30.05.2008] 

Architects win again! RSUA Award for Orchard Building at 

Stranmillis University College 

Our Architects in Belfast have gained another award for the prestigious 

Orchard Building at Stranmillis University College. The scheme gained a 

commendation in the Royal Society of Ulster Architects (RSUA) annual 

design awards for ‘Buildings costing more than £3m’ and was also 

presented with the Special Award of ‘Best Use of Timber’ from the main 

sponsor, Wood-NI. 

The RUSA Awards aim to promote excellence in architectural design 

throughout Northern Ireland, recognising innovation in the built 

environment and are highly respected within the profession. This is a 

great achievement as the scheme was competing against seventy-seven 

other entries. 

The RSUA judging panel commented, ‘A building with a distinctly 

European feel, which handles the integration of a disciplined rational timber structure with style and 

panache. The connections and relationships between structure walls and roof edges are maturely 

dealt with. This is a robust building, using timber and timber products in a highly visible sustainable 

manner, with an integrated timber structure and cladding. The biomass heating system using wood 

chip pellets complements the high degree of sustainable design’. 

The Orchard Building, which provides facilities for, Art & Design, Health & Leisure, Technology & 

Design, and PE, is now considered to be an exemplar for educational buildings in Northern Ireland by 

the Department of Finance & Personnel. 

The project has also been shortlisted in the highly acclaimed Royal Institute of British Architects 

(RIBA) Awards and the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI) Awards, so we have our 

fingers crossed!                                           

Interchange 174 [06.06.2008] 

Work Starts on M8 Edinburgh to Glasgow Harthill Footbridge 

[Hackney; Boothman; Gannon; Gibson] 

 

Mr Stuart Stevenson, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change, conducted the official 

launch on Tuesday 20th May 2008 of the project to construct an iconic structure over the M8 

Edinburgh to Glasgow Motorway at the Heart of Scotland Motorway Service Station at Harthill. 
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Initial designs were carried out in the Glasgow office by Principal Engineer, Dr Danny Boothman (a 

specialist in the stress analysis of the hulls of sea-going vessels), and Graduate Engineer Anthony 

Gannon (a master in the stress analysis of air-frames).  

Engineer for the Works, Technical Director, Mike Hackney, is certain that the bridge will neither sink 

nor take-off. 

Much has been done in recent years by the 

Scottish Ministers to enhance the road 

traveller’s experience on the central belt 

corridor; a 7 metre high stainless steel horn in 

Polkemmet County Park; Bathgate’s grass 

pyramids grazed by pink sheep; a 3 metre tall 

magnificent Clydesdale horse in wire near 

Barlinnie Prison; and now an 88 metre long 

single span double helix footbridge across the 

Motorway (politely but informally referred to as 

the silver twister). 

Alas we can lay no claim to involvement with any of the earlier environmental initiatives which have 

truly and surprisingly been subject to wide acclaim and have established themselves as focal points in 

the central belt of Scotland, but we are the Engineer under the £5m contract awarded to Raynesway 

for the design and build of what will be the first 

footbridge of its type over any motorway in the 

UK. 

The form of Design and Build Contract is 

bespoke to the Scottish Ministers. Contracts 

Consultant in the Scotland and Ireland Division, 

Gordon Bathgate, has taken up residence on site 

to oversee that due regard is being given to 

buoyancy aids and counter-balance weights and 

their incorporation in to the structure. Anthony 

Gannon and Karen Gibson, Site Co-ordinator, 

are assisting on site, by keeping Gordon on the 

straight and narrow and, amongst other things, 

are preparing for the arrival of Europe’s largest mobile crane in October. 

The photograph shows the Minister, Stuart MacTavish taking a well-earned break from back-acter 

operation, with Ms Karen Whitefield, Raynesway MD, Mr Keith Moorhead, and our very own Mike 

Hackney. Never yet known to miss any opportunity of repeat performance fees, a free sandwich or of 

having his photo taken, Mike’s parting words on the day, “I’ll be back in December for the opening 

ceremony”. Aye, right, as they say…in Harthill.                 Gordon Bathgate, Glasgow. 

Interchange 175 [13.06.2008] 

 RIBA Award for Orchard Building, Stranmillis University College in Belfast [Leaker] 

Our Architects have done it again! We have now gained a rare and prestigious award from The Royal 

Institute of British Architects (RIBA) for the innovative design of the Orchard Building at Stranmillis 

University College in Belfast. 

Trevor Leaker, Architectural Technical Director comments “The RIBA Awards promote the benefits of 

excellence in architectural design and are highly regarded in our profession across the UK, so we are 

thrilled that Scott Wilson is one of the five firms in Northern Ireland to win.” 

mailto:Gordon.Bathgate@scottwilson.com?subject=M8%20Footbridge
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“The Orchard Building proves that highly sustainable buildings can also exhibit the highest standards 

in architectural design and we are delighted this was recognised with these awards.” 

 

 

So far the project has been successful in winning: 

Award – RIBA 

Commendation – Royal Society of Ulster Architects Design Awards (RSUA) 

Award – Best Use of Timber - Royal Society of Ulster Architects Special Award 

Northern Ireland Sustainable Planning Award - RSPB/RTPI 

Winner of the Sustainability Category - RICS Awards 

Shortlisted pending final result – Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland Awards (RIAI) 

The College commented “Our aim was to produce a scheme which was a flagship for sustainability 

and a building which provided a modern and comfortable teaching environment.” 

“The Orchard Building has exceeded our expectations in not only being a contemporary building 

which benefits the environment, but also one that can be used as a model for other teaching facilities 

in the benefits of high quality design incorporating sustainable technologies.” 

KWOGS Quaich 2008 

[Harvey; Edmondson; Shand; Troup; Hay; McCracken; Williamson; Munro; McCall; Juttla] 

The 44th annual Scottish Golf Outing, the KWOGS Quaich, took place on Friday 23rd May at Dullatur 

Golf Club, Cumbernauld. 49 golfers from SWSL and SWR competed for both the individual and team 

prizes in warm but breezy conditions. Irrespective of the competition results, the outing provided an 

opportunity to get away from the office and, if nothing else, get some fresh air in the company of 

colleagues from the Glasgow (Citypoint & Buchanan House), Edinburgh, Newcastle and 

Middlesbrough offices. 

After their round and before the prize giving, the participants also enjoyed a golfer’s tea, during which 

they shared their stories about holed and missed putts, wonder shots and lost balls….and one dented 

Mercedes. 

As for the prizes, it was Ian Harvey who launched a cross-border raid from the Middlesbrough office 

(via Edinburgh) and left with the Quaich as highest individual scorer. Graham Edmondson (SWSL 

Edinburgh) and Leo Shand (SWSL Glasgow) finished 2nd and 3rd respectively. 

The team event saw last year's winners retain the shield by just 1 point. This time around newcomer 

Billy Troup joined Ian Hay, Andy McCracken and Douglas Williamson (all SWR Glasgow) in the 

winning team. 
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Rounding up the summary of prize winners, Hector Munro and Brian McCall took the nearest the pin 

prizes and Ameet Juttla only just held on to the fairway to sneak the longest drive prize. 

Well done to all. 

 
Keith Wallace presents team shield to Ian Hay, Andy McCracken and Douglas Williamson 

 

Interchange 176 [20.06.2008]  

 

Roads & Infrastructure Glasgow welcomes Alex Friend who started on 2 

June and joined us as a Senior Technician. 

 

 

Interchange 178 [04.07.2008] 

Edinburgh Graduates build bridges with P5 pupils! 

As part of their graduate development Berty Salmi, 

Shane Bermingham and James Tunnicliffe from the 

Edinburgh office went off to inspire a class of P5 

children at Broughton Primary to become Civil 

Engineers. Some people may be asking "how will they 

manage that”? The answer is the time honoured 

engineering fashion - build small bridges out of paper 

and other random materials and then load them up to 

failure! 
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This initiative is part of the ICE Bridges to Schools 

programme and was first undertaken by the Edinburgh 

Office last year. It was so popular that the school was 

more than happy  

to have us back this year and we have secured a 

further event next year. 

As part of the P5 syllabus, the children learn about 

bridges and on occasion they know more than the 

Engineers. For example, the Engineers from last year 

were shocked to find out that a 10 year old girl knew 

more about prehistoric clapper bridges than them! 

Berty delivered a brief presentation about ‘what Civil Engineering is’, while James described various 

types of bridge (including the clapper bridge, but the graduates were ready for the kids this time!). 

Shane took the kids through their bridge building task before they were tested. As you can see from 

the photos the children got into the spirit of the event and had their Scott Wilson hi-vis vests and hard 

hats on. 

The pupils wrote letters to our Graduates thanking them for visiting them stating that the event “was 

brilliant and lots of fun.” Another pupil commented "...me and Danielle asked if we could work for 

them!" The final outcome of the visit was that both our graduates and the P5 pupils of Broughton 

Primary had an amusing afternoon and learned a bit more about what it is to be an Engineer! 

 

Interchange 180 [18.07.2008] 

Lough Key Visitor Centre Roscommon wins 

RIAI Architecture Award! 

The new Visitor Centre at Lough Key Forest Park in 

County Roscommon has successfully gained two 

Irish Architecture Awards in ‘Accessibility’ and 

Leisure’ categories. The competitive RIAI Awards 

this year had a record 217 entries competing! 

The Visitor Centre was part of a £8m 

redevelopment to the forest park to transform it 

back into a significant visitor attraction. The scheme 

also involved the design of an ‘Adventure House’, a 

play park, a refurbished viewing tower and a timber 

tree-top walk. The Scott Wilson team for the design of the whole redevelopment involved our 

Architects, Civil & Structural Engineers, Digital Animators and 

Landscape Architects. 

The Visitor Centre is a single-storey, timber-framed structure, which 

sits comfortably within the mature forest. The client, Moylurg 

Rockingham, was keen for the project to have strong sustainable, 

economic, social and environmental principles. The building 

successfully offers activity space and recreational areas for tourists 

and has been designed to be energy efficient with a low carbon 

footprint. 
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Views overlook the beautiful surroundings and the timber tree-top walk, which weaves its way through 

the existing trees along the shoreline of Lough Key. 

Our Client commented “We are proud of the development which demonstrates that objectives can be 

met when organisations approach projects in an innovative and progressive fashion”. 

 

Steve Metcalfe QVRM [Iraq] 

In Interchange Issue 155 we reported that Steve Metcalfe, the Newcastle Office Director, had been 

awarded the Queens Volunteer Reserves Medal in the 2008 New Years Honours List.  

Steve deploys to Iraq in the next few weeks for what we hope will be an uneventful few months and 

we look forward to welcoming him back before the end of the year.   Geoff French, Group Chairman  

 

Interchange 181 [25.07.2008] 

Edinburgh Water Team Framework Contract with Scottish Water [Utam] 

Scott Wilson is in the second year of a consulting framework with Scottish Water, providing project 

management, design and asset monitoring services to the largest Water Company in the United 

Kingdom for their Quality & Standards III Capital Programme.        Amaroop Utam, Edinburgh. 

 

Interchange 182 [01.08.2008] 

 

Transport Deals in Ireland 

One of the most eagerly awaited decisions by our team was the 

Dublin Metro North, a new 17km long rail link serving 15 stations 

including Dublin City University and 

Dublin Airport. 

We are acting as Lenders’ 

Technical Advisor to one of the 

consortium in their bid to ‘Design, 

Build, Finance and Operate’ the rail 

infrastructure. Business 

Consultancy’s team will be 

supported by experts from around 

the group, namely Mark Round 

(Tunnelling), David Coles 

(Railways) and Patricia Gilbert and Susan Briggs covering 

planning, environmental and local knowledge through the Dublin 

office. 

Moving up to the skies and further north to Belfast City Airport, where the current owner is in the 

process of inviting offers from interested parties seeking to purchase the airport, we are acting as 

Lenders’ Technical Advisors for one of the bidders looking to acquire the asset. Our role involves due 

diligence on the business plan, including the assumptions and environmental liabilities underlying the 

proposed terms of the transaction. This assignment is confidential. Alex Jan, Director, Business 

Economics and Strategy 

mailto:Amaroop.Utam@scottwilson.com?subject=Water%20Industry%20Team
mailto:Amaroop.Utam@scottwilson.com?subject=Water%20Industry%20Team
mailto:Alex.Jan@scottwilson.com?subject=Business%20Consultancy
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Newcastle office welcomes: - [Birch; Thompson; Elliott] 

 

Principal Engineer, Andy Birch has become a member of permanent staff after 

being with Scott Wilson for six months on a contract basis. Andy, a Chartered 

Bridge Engineer, joins us from Waterman Aspen after working for various local 

authorities. He enjoys travelling and is an authority on real ales. 

 

 

Ray Thompson joins as a Senior Engineer with over 37 years experience mainly 

in the Highways and Transportation field and has been a Chartered Member of 

the Institution of Civil Engineers for 27 years. Before joining Scott Wilson he 

worked for Northumberland County Council, North Tyneside Council, Tyne and 

Wear County Council and the Department of Transport. In his spare time he 

enjoys listening to all types of music, reading and spending time with his 

grandchildren. 

 

 

 

Interchange 183 [08.08.2008]                                      

 Acquisition of Benaim [Kincardine Bridge] 

We are delighted that Benaim, with their considerable reputation internationally and in the metro 

sector, are joining Scott Wilson. Benaim is a civil, structural and geotechnical consultancy specialising 

in the design of high quality structures for the public and private sector. Benaim was founded in 1980 

and now has a total of 66 staff in London and Bath in the UK and in Hong Kong. 

Scott Wilson and Benaim have collaborated extensively together on projects such as the East London 

Line and Malaysia’s KLIA Express Rail Link. Significant recent Benaim projects include Dubai Metro 

Stations and Viaducts, Hong Kong’s Nam Cheong MTR Station, the Taiwan High Speed Rail Project, 

Macau’s Venetian Casino, and Kincardine Bridge in Scotland. 

 

Robbie Elliott joins us as a Graduate Engineer with the structures team after 

enjoying working for Scott Wilson as a summer student last year. Keen on sport 

he regularly plays 5-a-side football and cricket for a local team. 
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This acquisition, together with the recently announced Terence Lee Partnership, is part of our strategy 

to significantly enhance our capability in the metro sector. In addition to their strong geotechnical and 

civil skills, and the benefits these bring for the metro market, Benaim also bring considerable 

expertise in major bridges for both road and rail, which will further strengthen our strong presence in 

these sectors. Lak Siriwardene, Head of Communications.             Geoff French, Group Chairman 

 

 

Joerg Schulze, Dublin, has passed his Irish Landscape Institute 

professional practice exam. 

He has been a valuable member of the Landscape Architecture team at City 

Quay for nearly 3 years. He is now Chartered and a full member of the Irish 

Landscape Institute. 

 

 

Interchange 184 [15.08.2008] 

Recording wildlife at Lough Derg Co Clare 

[Sneddon] 

Ecologists from our Edinburgh Office have been 

appointed by Clare County Council in Ireland to survey 

and record the habitats that are present around the 

Clare shores of Lough Derg. The firm are already 

involved with this area in preparing an overall 

development masterplan and design guide for amenity 

provision around Lough Derg. Currently we are 

completing a water based tourism / marina / recreation 

strategy and management plan. 

The information from the survey will identify areas of 

land which are rich in wildlife and botanical value adjacent to the Lough. This will then contribute to 

the management of this land through the County Biodiversity Plan. 

Brigid Barry, who is the Biodiversity Officer from our client commented, “Our knowledge of the variety 

of habitats around the shores of Lough Derg is very patchy, so we are looking forward to gaining a 

greater understanding of the wealth of biodiversity on our doorstep”. 

It is proposed that the surveys will be carried out from 11th to 15th August 2008 by three surveyors. 

Jenny Sneddon, from Scott Wilson’s Ecology team explains, “The surveys require each surveyor to 

walk across land and record habitats of importance. It will not be necessary to access arable fields or 

improved grassland and therefore these areas will be avoided or walked around the periphery in order 

to access other areas of land. The surveyors are all sensitive to issues surrounding farms like closing 

gates behind them and not approaching farm animals that are grazing.” 

The survey, which will greatly aid protecting the natural habitat around Lough Derg, is due to be 

completed in August and results should be available in September to any interested parties. 
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Interchange 185 [22.08.2008]                                    

Stoke Connectivity: 3D Animation [O’Toole; Murphy] 

 

Scott Wilson was 

commissioned to create an 

ambitious 3D animation by 

Stoke City Council for North 

Staffordshire Public Transport 

Network. The animation was 

used as a tool to promote the 

benefits of regenerating Stoke-

on-Trent and to highlight the 

importance of Rapid Transport 

System connecting the City. 

This animated virtual experience has used the best multimedia software available to order to tell a 

unique story of how the proposed regeneration will look in a clear way, if funding is made available. 

The Stoke Connectivity story begins at the Railway Station, moving past the University and Hanley 

Park through to Broad Street, before arriving at the proposed new Rapid Transport Bus Station. The 

viewer is able to watch a brightly animated presentation which contains a mix of visualisations, 

photography, music and voice-over. Our Client has been extremely pleased by the results as the 

innovative animation of the proposed scheme has provided a fantastic opportunity to present a new 

urban environment, not only to funding bodies but also as a source of information for all sections of 

the community. 

The Scott Wilson team involved in the creation of this Stoke Regeneration and Transport Connectivity 

Project include Alan Crawford (Transport Planning, Birmingham), Tom Johnson (Landscape Architect, 

Manchester) and Belfast Digital Animators Suzanne O’Toole and Phillip Murphy. 

The animation was used recently at the Stoke-on-Trent Regeneration presentation to Liam Byrne, 

Minister for West Midlands, together with high level representation from The Highways Agency and 

Network Rail.  

Interchange 186 [29.08.2008]  

Edinburgh welcomes [Gavin; Dorward; Cameron; Roberts] 

 

 

Dr Keith Gavin joins the Water Team as a Principal Process Engineer. 

Keith took his BSc in Environmental Chemistry at Edinburgh University, before 

undertaking doctoral studies in Water Quality, focusing on catchments and 

reservoirs in upland areas of Scotland. He has extensive experience with water 

technology firms, directing the design of bespoke water treatment plants for 

harsh climatic conditions around the world. 

Keith brings a depth of water treatment process design to Scott Wilson, and will 

be involved in extending our services into other potable and non-potable water 

treatment applications. He will also manage the delivery of various ongoing 

projects with Scottish Water. 
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John Dorward also joins the Water Industry Team, as a Graduate Civil Engineer.  

John graduated in June this year with a Masters Degree in Civil Engineering, 

having moved across from the finance sector. He will principally be engaged in 

water supply and water treatment projects for Scottish Water. 

 

 

James Cameron has joined the Renewable Energy Team, as a Graduate Civil 

Engineer. 

He graduated with a Masters in Civil Engineering this year, having worked with 

Scott Wilson last summer as a student. Prior to that, James had construction 

experience at the Falkirk Wheel. 

 

 

Eric Roberts has joined the Water Industry Team as a Graduate Mechanical 

Engineer. 

Following graduation, Eric worked in the construction industry, and also in the 

music industry for a period, before coming back to engineering consultancy. 

Eric will be engaged in providing mechanical engineering support to the 

framework projects we are presently engaged in with Scottish Water. 

 

Interchange 191 [13.10.2008]     

A68 Dalkeith N Bypass Opened [Hunter; Frew; Murphy; Lamont;     

R Esk Bridge] 

On a beautiful September morning (which few thought possible last 

month!), the Scottish Transport Minister, Stewart Stevenson planted the 

last of 20,000 trees and shrubs thus marking the opening of the A68 

Dalkeith Northern Bypass. The opening marks the culmination of 3 years 

of work with Morgan Est on the £30m D&B scheme, spanning 

prequalification, tender design, detailed design and site supervision. 
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The scheme is an important 

strategic link in the trunk road 

network, linking the A68 with 

Edinburgh City Bypass and, in so 

doing, provides safety and 

environmental benefits to the 

historic town of Dalkeith. 

The Minister is seen here flanked by 

Ronnie Hunter (CEO), Alan Frew 

(Director), Dominic Murphy (Project 

Manager) and Graham Lamont 

(Designer’s Site Representative) 

together with members of his site 

team. 

We were joined by the local MSP, councillors and church minister, as well as representatives from 

Transport Scotland (Employer), Morgan Est (Contractor) and Fairhurst (Engineer). 

The scheme consists of 5.2km of trunk road & 4.7km of associated side roads including a new grade-

separated interchange on the Edinburgh City Bypass. The design comprised roadworks, drainage, 12 

structures including the 95m long River Esk Bridge, 

750,000m3 of earthworks and consolidation of 

abandoned mineworkings. 

The project has benefited from cross-divisional as well 

as cross discipline collaboration, with Central Division 

offering design input to the Scotland and Ireland led 

design. Within Glasgow alone, 3 MOU's provided 

discipline-specific input to the design. 

Those who played a part in the scheme are too many to 

mention but my thanks go to all involved. Following 

speeches by the Transport Minister, and Morgan Est 

managing director, Jag Paddam, the road was blessed 

by the local church minister and the first vehicle travelled down the newly completed section of the 

A68 trunk road.  Dominic Murphy, Glasgow. 

Interchange 192 [20.08.2008]               

Eid Mubarak (Happy Eid) To You [M AL-Azzawi] 

Last week saw the start of Eid ul-Fitr, when Muslims celebrate for 3 days. Eid ul-Fitr (Arabic: 

), often abbreviated to Eid, is an Islamic holiday that marks the end of Ramadhan, the 

month of fasting. Eid is an Arabic word meaning "festivity" and Fitr means "to break the fast", and so it 

represents the breaking of the fasting period 

Eid ul-Fitr is sometimes also known as the "Smaller Eid" (Arabic: 

) as compared to the Eid ul-Adha that is called the "Greater 

Eid" (Arabic: ) to mark the end of the Hajj pilgrimage to 

Mecca in Saudi Arabia. 

mailto:Dominic.Murphy@scottwilson.com
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On behalf of my fellow Muslim colleagues we would like to wish our Scott Wilson friends Season’s 

Greetings and Best Wishes.                       Marwan AL-Azzawi, Glasgow 

 

Interchange 193 [27.10.2008]                               

 M8 Harthill Footbridge [Hackney; Bathgate; Boothman; Gannon] 

 

Friday 3rd October 2008 was a very cold, very still and very 

clear night. If you were lucky, you would have been at 

Harthill Service Area on the M8 Glasgow to Edinburgh 

Motorway, watching a 1200 tonne crane lifting a 238 tonne 

bridge. The lucky ones were 150 stalwarts from the village 

of Harthill and surrounding district; the Minister of Transport, 

Mr Stewart Stevenson; senior men from the Client’s 

organisation, Transport Scotland; Directors from Raynesway 

Construction Ltd, the D & B Contractor; senior staff from 

Buro Happold; significant others; and last but by no means 

least, Scott Wilson personnel. All in all, about 300 good 

people braved the cold to watch the new footbridge being 

lowered in to its permanent 

home in perfect weather 

conditions. 

Friday started with outdoor 

transmission vans from BBC 

TV, ITV, and BBC Radio 

broadcast vans; 

photographers from The 

Glasgow Herald, The 

Scotsman, and Reuters 

captured every opportunity. 

There was as always, of 

course, distinction for the 

uninvolved; they smiled to the cameras and uttered the pearls of wisdom carefully crafted for them by 

others. 

As the day wore on it was difficult to park in the site compound; the press had arrived. As evening 

approached, we were all grateful that the forecast winds and snow (yes, snow) were kept at bay. 

Someone was watching; someone who can really make things happen; someone who knows all 

about lifting bridges and the stillness craved by crane-

drivers. 

Halogen lamps shone; the crowd “oohed” and “ahed”; the 

motorway was closed. The Gotwald burst into life, and at 

2000rpm, the new bridge rose imperceptibly in to the night 

sky beyond the reach of the flashing cameras. The old 

bridge was ignored as its replacement passed overhead, 

mighty, powerful, gracing the sky with its huge presence, 

its silver metallic paint gleaming. 
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The new bridge was aligned with its pin 

supports; pins were inserted. The job was 

done. It was magnificent. Everybody went 

home, but it was next day before anyone came 

back to earth. 

Raynesway Construction had been planning 

for the occasion since April 2008. The Scottish 

Ministers had agreed to pay £5m. Raynesway 

thought it worth a great deal more and 

invested accordingly.  

Dr Danny Boothman and Anthony Gannon had 

prepared the conceptual design of the bridge much earlier than April 2008. Mike Hackney had guided 

them. Gordon Bathgate reviewed contract documents. He thought the project looked so good, he 

moved office to Harthill to oversee the birth pangs. Anthony Gannon helped him. Karen Gibson, the 

Site Administrator, kept them on the straight and narrow. They are happy people – it was wonderful 

working on this project.  

All that remains is demolition of an old unloved bridge which had 

once been the pride and joy of a Mike Hackney and his ilk, 

completion of ramped accesses for disabled users of the bridge, 

and installation of the stair-cases. Harthill service station will 

never look the same again. Thank God. 

Read about it; NCE, 9th October 2008. Look at photos. Be 

proud to be Scott Wilson. 

For more information, please contact Anthony Gannon 

 

 

 

 

Interchange 195 [31.10.2008] 

 

Edinburgh 

Charity Fun 

Night 

On the 2nd 

October, the 

Edinburgh 

Office held 

their first 

annual 

Charity Fun 

Night. This 

was 

organised in association with Race Night Scotland and the event 

mailto:Anthony.Gannon@scottwilson.com
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helped raise over £1400 for two worthy charities, the Scott Wilson Millennium Project and Maggie’s 

Centre, a local charity that offers support to cancer patients and families. 

Recently a team of four dedicated socialisers were recruited to become the Edinburgh Social 

Committee. The first task set out for the committee was to have a social event for the Edinburgh 

office, with the added bonus of raising some much needed money for charity. After much deliberation 

a charity race night was decided upon and it proved hugely successful. The night saw over 70 people 

attend and they enjoyed a buffet, lots of beer and wine, quizzes and of course some silly games to 

keep people entertained between races. As you can see from the photos, people got very enthusiastic 

about this. At the end of the night, an auction race was held, where the senior members of the office 

had to prove their worth as jockeys. Needless to say they rose to the challenge.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for supporting the event including the 

sponsors and the participants and those people who donated their time to help make this a successful 

evening. Contact Gayle McFarnon, Shane Bermingham, Zoe McClelland, Jamie Scott. 

Interchange 199 [28.11.2008] 

Lock Keeper’s Cottage & Visitor Centre, Shaws Bridge, Belfast 

 

The Lock Keeper’s Cottage at Lock no. 3 on the Lagan 

Navigation, near Shaws Bridge in Belfast, is a listed 

building which Castlereagh Borough Council purchased 

with help from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Funding was 

achieved after the scheme was successfully featured on 

the BBC’s Restoration programme. Initially Scott Wilson 

completed an Options Appraisal to identify and evaluate 

a range of potential uses for the Cottage including an 

interpretive facility, café or residence. 

The Belfast office was later appointed as lead consultant, 

architects and quantity surveyors to refurbish the listed 

cottage to its former glory and design a new building in its grounds to contain offices, an exhibition 

space and tea room. 

The listed cottage, which dates back over 100 years, 

has been refurbished with a reclaimed slate roof, lime 

mortar pointing and lime plaster details, with new 

sliding sash windows and a reclaimed quarry tile floor. 

Close liaison with the Environment Agency and an 

original resident of the premises helped guide the 

design to ensure the cottage was restored as 

accurately as possible. The cottage is fitted out with 

period fireplaces and furniture based on its original 

use and is open to the public as a working exhibition 

on historic living. The new office and tourist building 

has been designed with vernacular features to be as 

sympathetic to the cottage as possible, with high quality finishes in reclaimed slate roof, slate floor, 

and timber ceilings with a large feature truss and random rubble stone feature wall. With low energy 

design in mind the building is heated using a geothermal heat pump system and high levels of 

insulation have been specified. 

mailto:Gayle.McFarnon@scottwilson.com
mailto:Shane.Bermingham@scottwilson.com
mailto:Zoe.McClelland@scottwilson.com
mailto:Jamie.Scott@scottwilson.com
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The refurbishment of the listed building and the development of the new visitor centre have been 

extremely successful and the use of the buildings has far exceeded all expectations.                       

 

 

Newcastle welcomes Maamle Okutu, Graduate, who joins the highways 

section from Mouchel. 

Maamle hails from Ghana and in her spare time enjoys window shopping and 

meeting up with friends. 

 

Interchange 200 [05.12.2008] 

 

Congratulations to Simone Pester and Robert Preston: 

Chartered Landscape Architects, Belfast. 

Robert joined us in 2005 as a Graduate and has built up a 

good range of experience throughout Ireland working for 

local government, private bodies and private clients. 

Robert has also been involved in landscape and visual 

reports, detailed landscape design of historic gardens, 

healthcare projects & amenity schemes. 

Simone, originally from Germany, joined the Belfast team 

in 2006 to work on a range of highway, building infrastructure and public park projects. She has 

recently been involved in numerous landscape and visual impact assessments and the landscape 

designs for both private and public open spaces throughout Northern Ireland. 

 

 

Interchange 201 [12.12.2008]  

 

                                                                                                                                 

Leading the way: project to client focus, a change for the good                 

Jerome Munro-Lafon, Group Executive 

“Client Relationship Management helps us understand our clients’ business. 

Becoming sectorised allows us to manage their needs more efficiently and 

react to opportunities in a co-ordinated fashion” 

From 1st May 2009 we will have made the successful transition from a 

regionalised business to sector facing. By aligning ourselves to our four key 

sectors; Strategic Consultancy, Buildings & Infrastructure, Environment and 
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Natural Resources, we can focus on our clients and their markets. This change is driven by the 

recognition that to be really powerful in our industry, we must be very client focused. 

Flying High with Bombardier, Belfast [Leaker] 

We are delighted to announce that we have received a major commission from aerospace 

manufacturer, Bombardier, for the design of a new manufacturing facility in Belfast. 

Bombardier, who recently celebrated 100 years of aerospace manufacturing, has designed a new 

mid-size airliner called the CSeries which will go into production in 2012. The new aircraft is 

revolutionary in many ways, including extensive use of composite technology. 

The wings for the new plane are to be built in Bombardier’s plant in Belfast, where they specialise in 

composite technologies. This will require the construction of a completely new manufacturing facility 

and it has been confirmed that the design commission has been awarded to Scott Wilson. 

Led by our Architects in Belfast, our bid was an exclusively Scott Wilson team providing full multi-

disciplinary services, including Architecture, Civil & Structural Engineering and M&E Engineering, by 

the Manchester office who are also providing further Architectural and Structural support. 

Trevor Leaker, Lead Consultant for the project commented, “We are particularly pleased with this 

appointment, as we hope it will be not just about this very exciting project but the start of a long term 

relationship with one of the biggest companies in Northern Ireland”. 

This is a landmark project in many ways. The sheer scale of the project which, when all phases are 

complete, could extend to 500m long, its importance to the local economy in Belfast and the fact that 

the facility will be constructed alongside Belfast City Airport, all mean that it will be a high profile 

scheme. The selection process was extremely demanding and many people had a hand in securing 

this commission, so thanks and well done to everyone involved.                                                                                      

Congratulations to Alan Blair and Colin Booth Chartered Civil 

Engineers, Glasgow. Since joining Scott Wilson following 

graduation from the University of Strathclyde in 2002, Alan has 

been employed in the company’s roads section. Since then Alan 

has gained a broad experience on a number of varied and 

challenging projects in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Colin joined 

Scott Wilson as a graduate engineer in 2003. He has worked in the 

Roads and Hydrology sections and has spent time on site. He has 

gained experience in road, hydrology and drainage design, both as 

Contractor’s Designer and Client's Representative. 

Interchange 203 [09.01.2009]            

Drafting Contracts for Bus and Rail Services in Ireland 

Following a presentation in Ireland just before 

Christmas, Business Consultancy received news 

shortly afterwards of our award (subject to 

contract) to advise the Irish Department of 

Transport on drafting public service contracts for 

their bus and national rail services. The objective 

is to ensure service provision is compliant with 

the relevant European Regulation by December 

2009. The work covers public transport modelling 

and planning, financial modelling and contract 

drafting. This role plays to one of our key 
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strengths of providing and leading complex multi-disciplinary services for clients. 

The project will be led by Scott Wilson Business Consultancy as part of a consortium involving 

accountants PKF, lawyers A&L Goodbody and SW’s Dublin office. The total contract value is                                 

E400,000 (around 60% for Scott Wilson). 

Building on our experience in Macedonia and Belgium, we saw off the competition in the form of 

KPMG and Booz Allen to secure this work. There is also an opportunity to extend the brief to assist 

with supporting the DoT with negotiating PSO contracts with service providers.                  

Alex Jan Director: Strategy, Economics and Markets 

 

Interchange 205 [23.01.2009] 

Newcastle: County Surveyors N Area Bridge Conference [Buckley; Burn Closes Bridge] 

 

Scott Wilson’s Newcastle office last week hosted the 

County Surveyors Societies Northern Area Bridge 

Conference at our Burn Closes Bridge Replacement 

site. 

The Northern Area Bridge Conference is a regular 

event which brings together key representatives from 

all the Local Authorities in the NE of England to 

discuss best practice as well as the sharing of 

technical and other ideas and information among the 

local authorities. 

As well as acting as attentive hosts representatives 

from Scott Wilson undertook a presentation to the conference on the Burn Closes Replacement 

scheme. The scheme involves the replacement of the original Grade II listed structure, which at the 

time of demolition was the 10th oldest reinforced concrete bridge in the UK with a new 100m long new 

3 span structure. The new structure will allow a key local strategic route which, due to the original 

structures condition had been closed to traffic for the last two years to be reopened. Following the 

presentation a guided tour of the site was provided for the delegates.       Tony Buckley, Newcastle. 

 

Interchange 206 [30.01.2009]         

S W Announces Sector Based Senior Management [Blackwood; Munro-Lafon; Horgan] 

Scott Wilson announced this week to the London Stock Exchange and to the media two senior 

management appointments that follow the final implementation of the Group’s new sector based 

managing and reporting structure. 

The new structure is designed to put Scott Wilson in a stronger position to leverage its global offer 

and service clients in both its domestic and international markets through closer sector collaboration. 

The restructuring will also provide external audiences with a more transparent understanding of how 

Scott Wilson operates. 

Both appointments will be effective from 1 May 2009 and will report directly to Hugh Blackwood, 

Group Chief Executive. 

mailto:Alex.Jan@scottwilson.com
mailto:Tony.Buckley@scottwilson.com
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Jerome Munro-Lafon is appointed Group Managing Director, UK and Ireland Operations. He will direct 

the five UK based sector businesses: Road, Rail, Buildings & Infrastructure, Environment & Natural 

Resources and Strategic Consultancy. Jerome has been with Scott Wilson for 32 years having 

previously been CEO of UK South Division since 2005 and has held a number of senior positions 

across the business. 

John Horgan will become Group Managing Director, International Regional Operations responsible for 

overseeing the continuing growth across our four sector facing international businesses in Asia 

Pacific, Europe, India and the Middle East. John was formerly CEO of Cameron Taylor which was 

acquired by Scott Wilson in 2007. 

Hugh Blackwood, Group Chief Executive, commented: 

“These appointments will complete a well-planned restructuring programme which will reinforce Scott 

Wilson’s position in the current market and set the business up for the next stage of its evolution 

toward becoming an Integrated Global Enterprise.”         

Lagan Navigation Belfast [Wilson] 

 

Scott Wilson’s Digital Media Team was 

recently commissioned by Belfast City 

Council to design and build a virtual 

landscape model of a section of the Lagan 

Navigation in Belfast. 

The River Lagan has played a central part of Belfast’s 

history, helping it to become one of the greatest ports in 

Europe and one of the UK's leading manufacturing centres 

by the end of the 19th century. Many of the canal systems 

that were previously in existence, which link to Lough 

Neagh, have been neglected over the years. Various 

agencies in Northern Ireland have sought to redevelop the Lagan Navigation system through the 

introduction of the Lagan Canal Restoration Trust. The Trust aims to open up the river system to 

increase the tourism potential and create an attractive riverside route for a variety of sport and 

recreational activities. 

The virtual model of the Lagan Corridor was designed to create a realistic view of how the disused 

Corridor could look if it was regenerated. The team reproduced a 14-mile stretch of river and network 

of canals from Belfast City Centre to Lisburn. The software used allowed the team to model a huge 

area of terrain, whilst at the same time include the smallest level of detail such as ground textures, 

water and thousands of trees and all forms of vegetation. 

The model is fully interactive, enabling people of all ages to navigate around the realistic site. The 

hope is that the model will act as a catalyst to transform the neglected and overgrown locks and 

canals which will benefit the local residents and attract tourists to the vicinity.    Paul Wilson 

mailto:paul.g.wilson@scottwilson.com
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Steve Metcalfe [Back from Iraq!]: ICE Water Panel for 3 years. The Water Panel's mission is to 

facilitate best practice in the delivery of sustainable water policy and infrastructure worldwide. The 

Panel aims to achieve this in a number of ways including: influencing Governments and their thinking 

about sustainable water policy and infrastructure; organising conferences and seminars; sponsoring 

water networking and events; developing Policy Position Statements for ICE; responding to standing 

consultation documents from the EA, DEFRA, OFWAT and the Cabinet Office. 

Interchange 207 [06.02.2009] 

Avril Kinsella, Assistant Structural Engineer Dublin, recently completed a Building Energy Rating 

(BER) course and achieved a distinction in the exams. In fact in the process she got 91% which is the 

highest pass rate ever achieved at the Wicklow Training and Education Centre. 

The course was the new ‘combined’ BER course which covers both new and existing dwellings. The 

course was held over two weeks with 3 days of training and one day dedicated to a written and 

practical exam. Normally the course is held over three weeks but in order to meet the deadline for the 

FETAC (Further Education and Training Centre) Awards, the course was reduced to two weeks 

making it more intense. 

Due to the result Avril is now eligible to register with Sustainable Energy Ireland as a BER Assessor 

for new and existing dwellings in Ireland. From January 1st 2009 a BER certificate is compulsory for 

all homes being sold or rented in Ireland. Building Energy Ratings can only be carried out by a trained 

assessor who is registered with Sustainable Energy Ireland. 

It is estimated that in excess of 150,000 buildings will require a BER certificate each year and that the 

BER assessment market is worth an estimated 72 million per year. With Avril attaining this 

accreditation we are confident that this will strengthen our sustainability credentials here in Ireland. 

Avril’s modesty is such that instead of celebrating the excellent result she is quoted as saying ‘I felt 

that investing in this course could benefit me and Scott Wilson and it was tough but I enjoyed the 

challenge.’ 

 

Interchange 210 [27.02.2009]     

Scott Wilson on Sakhalin Island [Hearn; McCafferty] 

 

Note: This project initially came to Scott Wilson following an approach to Jim McCafferty by a 

friend, Brian Tollin, an independent Geotechnical Engineer working for the SEIC. Brian’s initial 

request was for additional on-site geotechnical assistance from Scott Wilson Glasgow. Following 

initial discussions, the project was passed to John Nutt (and Gareth Hearn) of International Division 

and grew as can be read below!! Jim McCafferty. 

From small beginnings in 2001 when I first visited Sakhalin Island, located off the east coast of 

Russia, Scott Wilson has progressively built up its team to respond to the needs of its Client. The 

Client is the Engineering Division of Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd (SEIC) and the project 

involves the construction of 782 km of pipeline corridor from the landfall of oil and gas at the northern 

end of the island to the export terminal at the south. The pipeline corridor contains oil and gas 

pipeline, buried beneath the ground surface, as well as a fibre optic cable and other operations 

infrastructure. The topography en-route is varied and includes wide rivers and flood plains, mountains, 

hills and valleys. Active faults are encountered, as well as landslide areas in the mountainous 

sections. 
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It is with regard to the 

latter where the 

majority of our 

involvement has been 

focused. Since 2004 

Scott Wilson has had a 

more or less 

permanent presence 

on the Island providing 

advice to the Client on 

landslide matters. This 

has principally involved 

review of the contractor’s designs, as well as the implementation of 

separate but related supporting studies. These have included the 

interpretation of satellite imagery and aerial photography, field 

mapping of geomorphology and engineering geology, logging of oil and gas trenches and Right of 

Way excavations and the use of GIS to assist in the prediction of areas where slope instability 

problems might take place in the future. Scott Wilson’s principal outputs have included geotechnical 

as built records, slope stability checks, spreadsheets of landslide hazard assessment, a GIS 

containing SW reports, mapping and other information and a Monitoring and Inspection Manual for 

use by the Operations Division. 

On occasions we have had 15 members of staff on the Island, as well as support staff operating from 

the UK. The fieldwork at times has been especially demanding. In the early days the alignment was 

inspected by helicopter (rarely) or on foot (predominantly). Pioneering members of the Scott Wilson 

team fought their way through dense undergrowth, across bogs and up steep hillsides in search of the 

alignment and its ground conditions. By night we would board, sometimes six to a room, in local 

hostelries. The principal fieldwork hazards in those days ranged in size from tiny ticks to large brown 

bears. Pulling ticks from soft flesh at night time, aided by an application of Vodka to the affected part, 

is a memory that some will never forget. Coming across a huge bear print in freshly fallen snow is 

another. We were equipped with an array of gadgets to ward of would-be four-legged attackers. 

These ranged from flares and deafening pneumatic horns to bells and sprays. The bells were tied 

around our ankles to ‘frighten’ the bears away, while the spray was intended to be aimed directly at 

the bear prior to unarmed 

combat. Luckily none of 

the SW team needed to 

rely on the latter. 

In recent years the 

construction of the Right 

of Way, and access along 

it, has meant that the 

team has been able to 

visit the alignment and its 

landslides by 4WD. 

However, the underlying 

rock type is mostly 

mudstone and this has weathered to form soils that become deep 

mud during the snow melt and summer rains season. Mud up to the 

wheel arches was not uncommon and this became the most 

prevalent fieldwork hazard. By day the bears have been largely frightened away from the Right of 

Way by the sound of machinery, but by night some have made visits to the construction camps, and 

they have been occasionally sited by Scott Wilson staff. 
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The winter cold has been another environmental hazard to contend with. Logging trial pits and 

geomorphological mapping in minus 20oC is painful. Both Darryn Wise (now since left Scott Wilson) 

and Andrew Hart acquired frost-bitten fingers and toes through two sets of gloves and several pairs of 

socks. Furthermore, snow drifts can be up to a couple of metres deep, and can easily be fallen into 

when there is little evidence on the surface. So, our team has had to contend with snow, ice and 

extreme cold in winter and thick mud and clay that sticks to your wheels and boots like glue in 

summer. 

The passing of 2008 might see the end of Scott Wilson’s activities on the Island. Oil and gas have 

now begun to flow south, and this must be seen as a major accomplishment in the project’s 

implementation. However, it might also see the start of a new assignment, this time for the Operations 

Division. Whatever the outcome, we have been informed that the Client is extremely satisfied and 

impressed with the quality of Scott Wilson’s outputs, and this is a glowing reflection on the hard work, 

dedication and quality performance of the wider Scott Wilson team.  

 

Interchange 214 [27.03.2009]                         

New address for Newcastle office: Earl Grey House [Hunter] 

As of Monday 23 March Newcastle Office will at the following address:- 

Earl Grey House 

75-85 Grey Street 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE1 6EF                                 Phone and Fax numbers remain as is. Ronnie Hunter, Glasgow 

 

 

Interchange 215 [03.04.2008]  

Cragside Bridge Northumberland Re-opens [Tyron] 

Cragside Iron Bridge in Northumberland was 

officially re-opened on the 16th of March. A 

ceremony was led by local historian and TV 

personality, John Grundy. The bridge, part of the 

National Trust’s Cragside Estate in 

Northumberland has been restored in a scheme 

designed by Scott 

Wilson. 

The scheme 

included structural 

strengthening, a 

new parapet, re-painting and re-decking. Before the opening ceremony 

a presentation was given on the works, during which representatives 

from the National Trust thanked Scott Wilson for their work on the 

project. The sensitivity with which the restoration was carried out was 

praised and the use of hot riveting was especially notable. The re-

opening of the bridge also attracted media attention and featured in 

BBC news.    Andrew Tryon, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

mailto:Ronnie.Hunter@scottwilson.com
mailto:Andrew.Tryon@scottwilson.com
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Interchange 219 [01.05.2009] 

New Sector structure [Market Facing!] goes live in the UK [Munro-Lafon] 

With the start of the new Financial Year, we formalise the new Sector structure in the UK. With the 

new Sectors come revised responsibilities for the Executive members and their Senior Management 

team along with a redefinition of MOUs and associated Cost Centres. 

Details of these changes will be published on Unite shortly and full information, in line with Business 

Plans, will be provided via your Business Unit Director, MOU Leader and/or Business Administrator. A 

full revision of Unite pages will follow over the month of May. J Munro-Lafon, Group MD, UK & Ireland 

 

Interchange 221 [15.05.2009] 

S W Newcastle Enjoys a Clean Sweep in Robert Stephenson Awards [Buckley] 

Scott Wilson’s Newcastle office enjoyed a clean sweep in this year’s ICE North East Robert 

Stephenson Awards taking both first and second places in the "projects under £4m" category for Blue 

House Bridge Replacement and Cragside Iron Bridge refurbishment respectively. 

 

Blue House Bridge Replacement - 

Judges Comments:  

The judges applaud the whole project 

team for delivery of this strategic project 

on time and to budget. The work to a vital 

transport artery for Tyneside was 

constructed without noticeable delays to 

the travelling public, this was only 

achieved by the commitment of client, 

designer and contractor to work closely 

and produce a solution that met complex 

constraints without interrupting flow for 

50,000+ vehicles a day. 

 

Cragside Iron Bridge Refurbishment - Judges 

Comments:  

The judges praise the refurbishment of this iconic bridge. 

The detailed planning and careful execution have 

delivered a successful refurbishment in a very sensitive 

environment and have re-introduced traditional bridge 

building skills to the North East which will benefit the 

future maintenance of historic bridges. 

 

Congratulations to all whose excellent work has been recognised by these awards. 

Tony Buckley, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

mailto:Jerome.Munro-Lafon@scottwilson.com
mailto:Tony.Buckley@scottwilson.com
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Interchange 222 [22.05.2009]                              

Coal Mine to Land Art: The Fife Earth Project [Brian] 

Scott Wilson helps Charles Jencks and Scottish Coal plans to transform an opencast coal mine to 

land art. 

Scott Wilson’s Edinburgh Landscape 

Team and Belfast Digital Media Team 

have recently completed a project to 

assist Scottish Coal with the submission 

of a planning application to transform St 

Ninian’s Surface Mine in Fife to a work 

of land art by designer Charles Jencks. 

If approved, the work, known as The 

Fife Earth Project, would become 

Scotland's biggest landscape art project. 

The transformation of the 269 hectare 

site - which would be visible from the M90 motorway - could be completed by 2012. 

The design includes a loch in the shape of Scotland surrounded by four geometric-shaped mounds, 

representing continents where Scots have settled and six miles of footpaths. 

The Edinburgh Landscape Team prepared a landscape and visual assessment of the scheme, a 

Design Statement and graphically presented Charles Jencks’ Masterplan. The Belfast Digital Media 

team brought the project to life by preparing photomontages and a series of stunning animations 

including a bird’s eye overview, 3D fly through animations and a drive by to show views through the 

site and the view for drivers on the M90. 

Charles Jencks, who with his late wife Maggie Keswick Jencks co-founded the Maggie's Cancer 

Caring Centres, is a world renowned artist. He has already made his mark on the Scottish landscape 

with his design ‘Landform Ueda’ at the National Gallery of Modern Art in Edinburgh, which won the 

2004 Gulbenkian Award and the ‘Garden of Cosmic Speculation’ at his home near Dumfries. 

Charles Jencks and Scottish Coal were very impressed with our work and on the day the planning 

application was submitted the project featuring the Belfast animations made front page news in the 

local press, the BBC web site and was featured on the BBC ‘Reporting Scotland’ news programme. 

Shelagh Brian, Edinburgh 

 

Interchange 225 [12.06.2009] 

 

Congratulations to Richard Donnet, Glasgow: MICE. Richard has worked 

hard for the Scott Wilson Scotland (as was) Bridges Department in Glasgow for 

the past 6 years and achieving MICE is a well-deserved recognition of his skill 

and dedication. He has helped many of his colleagues (both junior and senior) 

out on numerous occasions and is a popular and valued team member. 

Well done Richard! 

 

mailto:Shelagh.Brian@scottwilson.com
mailto:Richard.Donnet@scottwilson.com
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Interchange 231 [24.07.2009]                                                

Carlisle Northern Development Route [Murphy] 

Financial Close was reached on 15 July for the Carlisle 

Northern Development Route (CNDR), a £176m PPP 

project. Scott Wilson is the Contractor’s Designer. 

The objectives of the new road are to relieve traffic 

congestion in Carlisle, thereby giving priority to public 

transport and to improve strategic links between West 

Cumbria, Scotland and North East England. 

The PPP contract includes construction of the CNDR 

and operation of 150km of existing roads within 

Cumbria over a 30 year concession period. The concession company, Connect CNDR (a Balfour 

Beatty company), has appointed Birse Civils (also a Balfour Beatty company) to construct the new 

£40m, 8.25km single carriageway road. Scott Wilson is Designer for the CNDR and independent 

Checker for the replacement Kingmoor Railway Bridge over the West Coast Main Line.  

Preferred Bidder status was achieved back in November 2007, when one of the biggest challenges 

facing the project team was securing funding. The delay has allowed Scott Wilson to complete the 

detailed design; this was made possible by a Pre-Development Agreement between Cumbria County 

Council and Birse which also permitted the advancement of activities such as Ground Investigation, 

Site Clearance, Fencing and Archaeological Investigation. The latter has yielded some significant 

finds and there are currently 30 archaeologist staff still on site. 

The route crosses the River Eden (a SSSI) and sites of archaeological importance including Hadrian’s 

Wall (a Scheduled Ancient Monument). The scheme requires eight new roundabouts, nine principal 

structures including the 156m long River Eden Bridge and fifteen flood relief culverts. A 

footway/cycleway will be provided along the length of the new road. 

Now that Financial Close has been achieved, design work can be completed with construction due to 

start in October 2009. Our design has been delivered by teams in Glasgow, Newcastle, 

Middlesbrough, Chesterfield, Matlock, and Nottingham demonstrating interdisciplinary collaboration at 

its best. For more details contact Dominic Murphy. 

 

 

 

mailto:Dominic.Murphy@scottwilson.com
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Interchange 232 [31.07.2009] 

Scott Wilson ranked in top 100 architectural practices [Leaker] 

Scott Wilson has been included in the prestigious Architects Journal (AJ) Top 100 for the first time, 

highlighting the Group’s diversity in key services such as architecture. 

The AJ is one of the foremost architectural publications and its annual Top 100 survey is considered 

as the definitive list of the UK’s largest architectural firms. Scott Wilson was ranked 92 and shortlisted 

for the Highest First Time Entrant Award as well as a Regional Award for Northern Ireland. 

The AJ100 Survey is based on data compiled at the end of 2008 and whilst some firms dropped down 

or were off the list, Scott Wilson made the list in recognition of our combined architectural resources 

based in Belfast, Middlesbrough, Manchester and Guildford. 

We are delighted to be part of the AJ100 and hope to improve our ranking in future years and offer a 

stronger architectural capability, fully integrated design team and increase our market share. 

Trevor Leaker Belfast 

 

Interchange 239 [18.09.2009] 

Scott Wilson wins major road framework in Northern Ireland 

We are delighted to announce that Scott Wilson has 

been re-appointed to the Northern Ireland Roads 

Service Strategic Roads Improvement Framework. 

This is the third cycle of this framework and is the 

route through which the authority awards 

consultancy commissions for large scale projects. 

Scott Wilson has worked closely with Roads Service 

since 1998 and has been at the forefront of 

developments in both project design and 

procurement. Projects we have been responsible for 

include two major Design Build Finance and Operate 

contracts, the only projects of their type in Northern Ireland. The total capital value of the schemes 

that we have an involvement in under current Roads Service frameworks is some £750m. 

Competition for the six slots on the framework was strong. However, Scott Wilson finished top on 

quality, in the middle of the pack on price and in first place overall on an 80/20 quality/price 

assessment. Our quality submission scored 92%, with a number of our responses being described as 

"model answers". 

The submission process was a concerted and managed effort, which drew together skills from the 

teams in Belfast and Glasgow. Thanks and congratulations to all involved. 

The framework will run for two years, with the option to extend it out to four years and with a potential 

fee income of £2m per year. The fact that we were placed in first position reinforces our reputation as 

the leading roads consultancy in Northern Ireland. 
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Interchange 242 [09.10.2009] 

Leisure, Tourism and Planning in Scotland [Glass] 

Scott Wilson has recently been appointed by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) to prepare draft 

guidance promoting good practice in Outdoor Access Management in planning and development 

projects in Scotland. The appointment will draw upon the combined expertise of the Leisure and 

Tourism and Planning sections of the Edinburgh office. 

 Section 13 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 places the duty on local Authorities (and the two 

National Park Authorities) in Scotland to facilitate the exercise of access rights and imposes a specific 

duty to uphold access rights and therefore ensure that no development proposal adversely affects 

existing access infrastructure. Local Authorities may exercise their duties through the imposition of a 

planning condition which requires the applicant to examine existing access arrangements on the 

development site and the impact upon these. Currently there is no other planning mechanism in place 

to ensure that Access Management Plans are produced for proposed developments, i.e. it is not a 

requirement laid down through the current reforms implemented to modernise the planning system in 

Scotland. 

The study has two principal objectives, to review a range of existing relevant Outdoor Access 

Management Plans/Access Management Provision guidance associated with developments - and 

identify good practice (structure, scope and content) and prepare draft guidance, including models for 

Access Management Plans, to support developers, access authorities and other public bodies in 

Scotland. 

  

The intended outcome of the study is the production of a good practice document applicable to a 

breadth of different development types, scales, and environmental settings – where outdoor access is 

a material consideration. Furthermore, it is the intention that the guidance document should be a 

practical and easily understood tool which is mutually beneficial to both developers and local 

authorities in considering outdoor access in Scotland and how it will be affected, or indeed, how it can 

be enhanced. Ken Glass, Edinburgh. 

 

Interchange 243 [16.10.2009]      

Design Innovations Lead to Success at 

Clackmannanshire Bridge [Bourne] 

Clackmannanshire Bridge at Kincardine has won 

the Transportation Structures Award at the 

Structural Awards 2009. 
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Benaim (now part of Scott Wilson) was the Detailed Designer for the project and introduced two major 

design innovations that have led to a number of award short-listings this autumn. 

The 1,200 metre long bridge, with 45m spans, was launched as a pre-stressed concrete box girder 

across the environmentally sensitive firth to become the second longest launched bridge in the world. 

Two key design innovations enabled the scheme to be built more safely and quickly and with a lower 

environmental impact. Firstly, the use of three metre diameter single bored piles to support the whole 

17.5m width of deck eliminated all the pilecaps in the marine environment and enabled the piers to be 

built within the safety of the pile casing. This was the first use of such large diameter single piles for a 

major river crossing. Secondly, the use of partial pre-stressing in the bridge enabled the otherwise 

passive reinforcement in the deck to be utilised to carry the traffic loads. This was the first use in the 

UK of such a system and it cut the pre-stressing tonnage by half, as well as improving the deck 

casting process. 

Further details of these innovations can be seen in the ICE Bridge Engineering Proceedings, ‘Design 

and Construction of the Clackmannanshire Bridge at Kincardine’, which is due to be published in 

December 2009. It was substantially written by Simon Bourne, Head of Benaim at Scott Wilson. 

The Award for Transportation Structures recognises achievement in the structural design of bridges 

carrying transportation loading. Comments from the judges include, "An excellent collaboration 

between designer and contractor to produce a good looking, well engineered and economic bridge 

solution. The design evolved from considerations of constructability to produce a very elegant 

result."The project has also been short-listed in three categories at the British Construction Industry 

Awards as well as at the Concrete Society Awards and the Saltire Awards, with results due to be 

announced shortly. 

(Pictured: The project team from left to right: Pierre Villard, Vinci CGP - Project Manager, Simon 

Bourne, Scott Wilson/Benaim - Project Director, Tony O'Donnell, Morgan Est - Pre-Contract and 

Engineering Director). Rachel Brierley, Corporate Communications. 

Campbeltown Port Expansion to aid 

Wind Power Industry [Clegg] 

Scott Wilson has been appointed to further 

develop port facilities at Campbeltown, on 

the Kintyre Peninsula in the west of 

Scotland. The Ports and Coastal Team in 

Edinburgh will shortly commence the design 

of the new facilities, which includes a £10 

million extension of the existing quay. The 

project will include the design, site 

supervision, contract administration and 

CDM Coordinator duties. 

Scott Wilson has had a long association with this and other ports on the Scottish west coast and this 

project builds on earlier works done at Campbeltown harbour and with the client, Argyll and Bute 

Council. We completed the design, site supervision and contract administration for the Campbeltown 

Ferry Terminal (1995 to 2001) and the Campbeltown New Quay Extension (2004 to 2007), which 

widened the quay and deepened the berth to enable the export of Vestas wind turbines. 

The Vestas manufacturing facility, which produced on-shore wind turbine components at the old 

Machrihanish RAF base, is now being taken over by another firm for the production of larger off-shore 

wind turbines and towers. This present project is to further upgrade the New Quay at Campbeltown to 

allow the movement of the larger components. 

mailto:Rachel.Brierley@scottwilson.com
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At the beginning of the year Scott Wilson carried out a feasibility study for the changed freight 

requirements, which looked at a range of options to allow larger vessels to berth at or near 

Campbeltown. While we looked at several options, including alternative sites, the most cost effective 

solution was to increase the length of the New Quay by 35m and the dredge depth by 4m. 

The works will include a new section of suspended concrete deck on steel piles, a new tied combi-pile 

wall and additional sheet pile support to the end of the existing slipway. To achieve this, the works will 

require approximately 1900 tonnes of steel piles and 2200 m3 of concrete, along with new fendering, 

bollards, cathodic protection and associated road works. 

This new commission follows the successful completion of another large project for Argyll and Bute 

Council to upgrade the Roll-on/Roll-off ferry terminal at Rothesay on the Isle of Bute and helps to 

consolidate our position in the maritime sector.                               Robert Clegg. 

 

Interchange 244 [23.10.2009]                           

Thurso office information 

The Scott Wilson office in Thurso is located on the north coast of Caithness with the town overlooking 

the Pentland Firth to Orkney. Centrally located in Thurso, the office is approximately 20 miles from 

Wick Airport (serviced by Flybe via Edinburgh and Eastern Airways via Aberdeen) and approximately 

125 miles from Inverness Airport. Thurso also has a good train and bus service from Inverness. Ferry 

operators to Orkney are located nearby at Scrabster (to Stromness) and Gills (to St. Margaret’s 

Hope). 

The office is approx 8 miles from the Dounreay Nuclear Establishment (DSRL, UKAEA), and the MoD 

site Vulcan Naval Reactor Test Establishment and 6 miles to Forss Business & Technology Park 

(UKAEA, NDA, BNS, Canberra). Part of the Forss office suite contains business incubation offices 

and the North Highland Regeneration Fund is managed there on behalf of the Nuclear 

Decommissioning Authority. Other businesses based in Thurso include: Nuvia, Intech Power, NDSL, 

Areva RMC, AGM Batteries and the Environmental Research Institute Aside from the nuclear 

opportunities, there are a number of ongoing projects focusing on power and renewable energies in 

the region, making Thurso a good base for operations. Other major schemes in the pipeline are the 

building of the National Nuclear Archive in Wick and the creation of part of the Nuclear 

Decommissioning Skills Academy at the UHI Thurso. The Scottish Government has declared their 

vision to create a tidal energy industry based around the Pentland Firth with the first seabed licenses 

to be issued by the end of this year. 

Thurso office is happy to help with any information or collaboration with any bidding opportunities in 

this area. Please contact Fiona Bremner or Sue McGrath. Clare Pollard, Manchester. 

 

Arecleoch Wind Farm S Ayrshire: Technical 

Advisor to Scottish Power [Johannessen] 

Scott Wilson has been appointed as Technical Advisor 

to Scottish Power Renewables UK Ltd on the 

construction of the 120MW Arecleoch Wind Farm near 

the village of Barrhill in South Ayrshire. The project 

comprises of sixty 2.0MW Gamesa turbines over an 

area of 24km2, linked together by 65km of roads and 

tracks. This appointment builds on previous successes 

mailto:Robert.Clegg@scottwilson.com
http://www.newpark.co.uk/nhrf.html
mailto:Clare.Pollard@scottwilson.com
mailto:Peter.Johannessen@scottwilson.com
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under the current framework agreement with Scottish Power, including Technical Advisor roles at 

Wether Hill, Green Knowes and Hagshaw Hill Wind Farms and EIA preparation for the OHL to the 

Harrows Law and Auchencorth Moss Wind Farms. With a capital value of approximately £200million, 

Arecleoch Wind Farm will generate enough electricity to power 67,000 homes once commissioned. 

The renewable energy team based in Edinburgh 

will manage the Advisor role and provide the civil, 

structural and environmental services for the 

project, with Geotechnical support from Glasgow 

and Electrical from Bristol. Scott Wilson has been 

involved in the wind industry since 1991 and 

worked on some of the first projects to be 

constructed in the UK. We are involved in projects 

from the pre-feasibility stage through to planning, 

design and construction management. 

Our appointment is the latest phase in a long 

running involvement with this project. Scott Wilson 

was commissioned in 2005 by Scottish Power to 

provide the Traffic, Access and Transport and 

Socio-Economic Chapters for the Environmental 

Statement. In 2007/08, we were the Designer 

appointed by Carillion on their tender for the 

Balance of Plant Design and Construct contract where they finished a close second. 

Scott Wilson is providing site supervision and will monitor all aspects of the civil works, turbine 

delivery and erection and cable installation. We are also responsible for: 

Review of the Contractor’s design and testing specification; Conduct site inspections of the key 

components; Snagging of the wind farm throughout construction; Inspection of the turbine 

components on delivery and monitoring the turbine erection; Call-off arrangement in place for the 

provision of electrical supervision and design review. Peter Johannessen, Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

Interchange 245 [30.10. 

 Innovation Award: Solais House Strathclyde Business Park [Allan] 

Solais House, part of Strathclyde Business Park in 

North Lanarkshire, has successfully gained an award 

for Innovation from the British Council for Offices. 

Solais House is one of several office developments at 

the Park for which Scott Wilson has acted as Civil and 

Structural Engineer. It is almost 2000m
2
 of office 

space, designed to meet the specific needs of the 

occupier, NG Bailey in their new Scottish HQ. 

Although the design of Solais House (Gaelic for Light) 

is that of a standard business park office, the building 

itself offers up both high quality materials and notable 

sustainable credentials. The main aim of this development was to create a building which was 

mailto:Peter.Johannessen@scottwilson.com
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extremely energy efficient and since completion it has been recognised as an excellent example of a 

building designed to achieve an Energy Performance Certificate ‘A’ rating. It has also gained a 

BREEAM rating of EXCELLENT. 

Technical Director Andrew Allan commented “We are pleased to have been involved with a scheme 

which on the outside looks very conventional, but on the inside is one of Scotland’s greenest buildings 

to date. With recent talk of building MOT’s, it is more important than ever that we place greater 

emphasis on energy efficient accommodation to not only benefit the environment, but also the owner 

and future tenants of the building.” 

The office, which officially opened in September 2008, has countless sustainable features in order to 

achieve its impressive results. Rain water harvesting, ground source heat pumps, photovoltaic glazing 

and an automated building management system all pushed up the cost of the scheme by 

approximately £850,000, however it is believed this will be returned within 5 years, due to this building 

being 42% more energy efficient than one traditionally designed of the same size. 

The building structure and external form were designed to accommodate a clear open plan office on 

two levels. Externally, the surface water drainage and parking were designed using SUDS systems. 

 

Interchange 246 [06.11.2009] 

Scott Wilson success at The Saltire Awards for Civil Engineering                                                                     

[Hackney; Boothman; Bathgate; Bourne] 

 

This year the eagerly anticipated Saltire Awards for Civil 

Engineering was held in the historic surroundings of the 

Surgeon’s Hall, Edinburgh, a new venue for this event. 

Founded in 1936, The Saltire Society is a non-political 

body concerned with all aspects of Scottish life and 

culture. Through its Awards it seeks to promote 

excellence in music, literature, science and civil 

engineering. A number of organisations including the 

Institution of Civil Engineers, the Institution of Structural 

Engineers and the Association of Consulting Engineers 

support the civil engineering awards. 

This year a grand total of 20 projects were submitted for consideration. As usual, the standard was 

very high with a large variety of projects on show. Scott Wilson was heavily involved in five of the 

projects submitted in four out of a possible five categories of entry. Those projects were the A9 

Ballanluig Junction in the Project Category, the Upper Forth Crossing at Kincardine 

(Clackmannanshire Bridge) in the Project and Environmental Category, the A9 Helmesdale to Ord of 

Caithness Improvements Phase 2 in the Construction category, the M8 Harthill Footbridge in the 

Project category, the Design category and the Construction category and the Galston Flood 

Prevention Scheme in the Environmental category. 

Two of Scott Wilson’s projects were successful, the M8 Harthill Footbridge and the Upper Forth 

Crossing at Kincardine. 
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The M8 Harthill Footbridge was awarded a 

Project Commendation.  

The new bridge replaces the existing dilapidated 

structure with unique, tubular steel, double helix 

truss, incorporating a main span of 70 metres 

across the busy M8 motorway. The bridge was 

fabricated and transported to site in sections, 

welded together, the fully glazed walkway 

installed and then the 250 tonne structure was 

erected over the motorway during an overnight 

closure using a giant mobile crane. 

Commissioned by Transport Scotland, SW’s role 

was to undertake the technical verification of the concept design, then procure the design and build 

project and finally act as the Engineer for the Works. Dr Danny Boothman was SW’s Project Manager 

and Gordon Bathgate was the RE. 

The citation reads, “This Commendation is made in recognition of the design, skill and achievement in 

constructing this remarkable structure to a very high quality of finish. This iconic structure is a benefit 

to the community.”  

Clackmannanshire Bridge, The Upper Forth Crossing, received the Saltire Award for 2009. 

The new bridge carries the A876 over the Firth of Forth. The bridge comprises a three-cell 

prestressed concrete box girder deck supported on reinforced concrete piers and mono-piled 

foundations with spans ranging from 45m to 65m. The deck was constructed in sections on the north 

bank of the estuary, the 1.2km long, 32,500t structure being incrementally launched across the Firth, 

making it the second longest concrete bridge launch in the world. Simon Bourne led the bridge design 

team on this high-profile design and build project. 

The citation reads, “This award recognises the significant achievement in planning, designing and 

constructing a new crossing to the Upper Forth Estuary which has brought substantial benefits to 

Kincardine and the surrounding area, while the sensitive ecology of the Firth of Forth has been 

protected.” 

The awards were presented to the winning teams by Professor Paul Jowitt, President Elect of the 

Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Congratulations to all those involved in the Harthill and Upper Forth Bridge projects and 

commiserations to those whose projects were not successful this time. 

These wins help to maintain Scott Wilson’s enviable track record of success in the Saltire Awards, 

further demonstrating the commitment and excellence of our staff.         Mike Hackney, Glasgow. 
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Interchange 248 [20.11.2009] 

Scott Wilson Belfast Flies High With Bombardier Aircraft Factory [Leaker] 

Bombardier’s site in Belfast is changing dramatically 

with the construction of their new C-Series aircraft 

factory, which started in October. Scott Wilson’s Belfast 

office is leading the design of the building, providing full 

multidisciplinary services of architecture, civil and 

structural engineering, mechanical and electrical 

engineering and digital media expertise. 

The new factory will house the manufacturing and 

assembly process of wings for a new revolutionary 

commercial aircraft called the C-Series. The building 

has striking proportions, with large open spans and 

clear heights to allow for effective, state-of-the-art wing fabrication. It will have a perimeter of half a 

mile when fully completed. Considering its large scale, the factory will sit comfortably within the 

industrial location. The main production floor space will be substantially naturally lit during daylight 

hours, with a high ratio of translucent roof lights. 

Scott Wilson has worked closely with Bombardier 

to prioritise the facility’s environmental credentials 

on this brownfield site. The design incorporates 

best practice guidelines to ensure maximum 

energy efficiency and a number of low-energy 

solutions have been integrated in the mechanical 

and electrical infrastructure. There has also been 

particular focus on waste segregation and 

recycling. 

The official ceremony marking the construction of 

the new C-Series aircraft factory took place on 

Tuesday 17 November at the site with Northern Ireland Enterprise Minister Arlene Foster and 

representatives from Bombardier, Scott Wilson and the contractor, John Sisk and Son. 

Trevor Leaker, Scott Wilson Technical Director, comments: “This is a landmark project which we are 

particularly pleased to be designing. Not only is the building for one of Northern Ireland’s largest and 

most technologically advanced companies, the sheer scale of the project is immense”. 

Working to a fast-paced schedule, enabling works began in May with 2,500 piles being installed along 

with 12,000m
3
 of concrete. Within a 20 week period from the start of October, 5,000 tons of structural 

steel will have been erected. The structure will also require 10 acres of insulated metal cladding. 

This building is a positive addition to both the Belfast Harbour Estate and Northern Ireland’s economy.  

Note from the editor 

A new bi-weekly email newsletter will be produced soon showcasing global news, with the first 

issue leading with an introduction and business update from Hugh Blackwood and thereafter the 

senior management team. It will emphasise successful projects and teams across the globe, our 

skilled employees, sharing best practice and topics that may be of interest to colleagues around the 

world. We will be profiling some of you, highlighting innovation and new thinking as well as keeping 

you up-to-date with global recruitment opportunities. 

Please continue to send us news for inclusion (the Interchange email address will currently remain). 
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To find out more about news and information or to contribute at a Sector and Region level, please 

contact your marketing manager. If you also think stories from your newsletters should be shared 

globally please let us know. The marketing managers will be regularly contributing with potential 

features for the global newsletter, too. 

 

Interchange 250 [04.12.2009]                                 

Piling and Tunnels in Glasgow: Pearce Street Building [Doubal] 

Following the closure of the Glasgow underground due to tunnel cracking reported to be caused by 

large diameter piling for the M74 extension 26m away, Strathclyde Partnership for Transport and its 

technical advisors were understandably cautious when our Pearce Street building project required 

piling just 6m away from their tunnels in poor ground in Govan. 

Permission to pile was only granted following the most exhaustive assessment and reporting 

demonstrating that all risks had been mitigated as much as possible and that tested procedures were 

in place for any eventuality, ultimately stopping trains if needed. 

This process entailed the selection and design of appropriate piling and finite element analysis to 

show that the tunnels would not move more than 1mm due to loading from the piles (or experience 

changes in stress of more than 5%). 

Test pile installation was undertaken in conjunction with inclinometers, settlement gauges, precise 

levelling, condition surveys and real-time monitoring of tunnel vibrations (the limits of vibration set by 

SPT were lower than those caused by passing trains!). A detailed monitoring protocol with green, 

amber and red levels of monitoring and appropriate actions was prepared. As part of this, red flashing 

lights, sirens and automated text messages would be activated when exceeding critical levels. This 

was all done against a background of increasing demands and shortening timescales. 

Recorded movements were as predicted and the piling was safely installed with the client satisfied. 

This project reflected our values: Passion (we were enthused and committed to get the job done 

satisfactorily), Ambition (we were keen to demonstrate our capabilities), Collaboration (we drew in and 

gained the agreement of many external disparate parties in addition to the joint efforts of the Scott 

Wilson building structures and ground engineering teams) and Knowledge (we had the expertise and 

skill).      Roger Doubal, Glasgow 

 

Interchange 251 [11.12.2009] 

S W Dublin Landscape Team ‘Preferred 

Supplier’ To ESBI [Black] 

The Dublin office has been successfully 

selected as the ‘preferred supplier’ of 

Landscape Consultancy Services to ESB 

International. The Environment Group of 

Irish based power company, ESBI, required 

an external team of specialists to 

supplement their internal staff due to an 

increase in the scale and range of projects 

in progress. Scott Wilson will provide 

landscape expertise for the development of 
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wind farms, power generation developments, overhead power lines, and electricity substation 

projects. 

Deirdre Black, Principal Landscape Architect comments, “We are very pleased to have won this 

contract, as it builds upon services we have been providing to ESBI for a number of years. Projects 

will vary in size, be located in all areas of Ireland and run until 2011.” 

Projects will require the team to prepare Environmental Impact Statements in line with current 

regulations. The team will provide all landscape design services and will also be heavily involved in 

assessing the landscape and visual impact these power related projects will have on proposed 

locations – an area in which Dublin’s Landscape team has extensive experience. 

Past projects for ESBI have included Landscape & Visual Impact Assessments for over 20 wind 

energy developments as well as the assessment of power stations, overhead powerlines and 

substations.                        

 

 

Congratulations to Stuart Urban Inc Eng, Middlesbrough, who has achieved 

Associate Membership of the Chartered Institution of Building Services 

Engineers. He is now an Incorporated Engineer. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Peter Ritchie MICE, Bridges and Structures Glasgow, who 

has passed the autumn 2009 ICE professional review and has been accepted as 

a Chartered Member of the ICE. 

Peter graduated in 2005 with a BEng (Hons) and came straight to the Bridges 

and Structures team. Over the first three years of his career, Peter undertook a 

‘Self Managed Further Learning course’ in accordance with the ICE routes to 

chartership. 
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Congratulations to Mark Spence MSc, Belfast, Chartered Structural Engineer, 

who has just gained an MSc (with Distinction) in Construction & Project 

Management. Mark has been studying part-time for the last two years and was 

ranked first in the year. 

He completed a 25,000 word thesis which was entitled ‘The successful 

management of the PFI/PPP tendering process in Northern Ireland from a 

Contractors viewpoint.’ The course included modules in Construction Law and 

International Construction, as well as a study trip to Dubai. 

 

 

Interchange……………………………………. THE END 


